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IMPARTIAL NOT NEUTRAL. 


SOVIET AND FARMER 
Dec. 31. 


In Mr. Rodney Gilbert's former 
report of the views of Professor 
Golovatchev, the latter was quot- 
ed as, on the whole, favouring 
the idea that Vladivostok would 
vote for union with the Com- 
munists of Chita, That forecast 
proved true. To-day the Profes- 
sor tells Mr. Gilbert that the 
final issue lies between the 
Communists and peasants, that 
hitherto the latter have not great- 
ly concerned themselves in 
politics, but that now there are 
signs of their beginning to or- 
ganize. Again in support of Pro- 
fessor Golovatchev’s view, it will 
bea remembered that the Siberian 
peasants have lately protested 
violently against the Chita Bol- 
sheviks’ attempt to manipulate 
the elections for the forthcoming 
Constituent Assembly, threaten- 
ing to withdraw their sons from 
the Red army unless they were 
left to vote as they pleased. From 
many other sources—for lack of 
space we do not quote them by 
name—we hear the same story: 
that the heel of the Soviet 
Achilles is the rift between 
itself and the peasants; that the 
latter have almost entirely ceased 
working except for their own 
immediate wants and that nei- 
ther cajolery nor bullying will 
move them. 

With due allowance for ex- 
aggeration this appears to be the 
predominant factor in Russia to- 
day. The ascendancy of the 
Bolshevik oligarchy is not to be 
questioned. But unless it can 
win over the peasants, its days 





are numbered. And the moral; 


of that is that the salvation of 
Russia can come only from with- 
in. There is no hope in armed 
intervention from —_ without. 
Yudenitch, Koltchak, Wrange!, 


Eee 
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all have failed. There have been 
momentary successes, with ru- 
mours of anti-Bolshevik risings 10 
Russia; but the end has always 
been defeat for the invader and 
Lenin, Trotzky & Co. as firmly 
in power as ever. Still less do 
we look for any help from trade 
agreements, whatever they may 
mean. And on that score it may 
well be asked, what do they 
mean? There is no economic 
blockade of Russia for a Govern- 
ment to lift. There is nothing 
so far as can be seen to prevent 
any British merchant from send- 
ing to the nearest Russian port 
to buy and sell. But when he 
gets there he will find that Rus- 
sia hag nothing to buy with and 
nothing to sell, because three 
years of revolution have ruined 
the country and stopped all 
means of production. And he 
will find that Bolshevism, so far 
from wishing to trade with him, 
desires only to destroy him, his 
banks, his factories, his credit 
system, everything which stands, 
in Bolshevist eyes, for capitalism. 
This talk of trade negotiations 
between Downing Street and 
Krassin, the Soviet envoy, is 
meaningless, useless and danger- 
ous. It makes the British Gov- 
ernment look undignified and 
pushes it down the slope towards 
recognition of an organization 
which openly avows that its sole 
purpose is the destruction of all 
ordered government. 

Even yet the enormous peril 
lurking in Bolshevism does not 
appear to be recognized as fully 
as it should be. Admitting that 
it is still a small minority in the 
world—the genuine Bolshevists 
of Russia are computed at only 
600,000—its minute organization 
and perfect union give it incal- 
culable advantage over those it 
attacks, who are divided among 
themselves and in their attitude 
towards it. Bolshevism is without 
scruple, without pity and without 
truth. The ruthlessness of Prus- 
sianism is the very milk of 
human kindness in comparison 
with the doctrines of Moscow. 
That is proved by every word of 
the Soviet’s widely disseminated 
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propaganda. What might be 


called the articles of association 
of the Third Internationale de- 
clare war to the knife not only 
on every bourgeois institution, 
but on reformers of all shades, 
social democrats, the centre party 
of Labour, trade unions as found 
abroad, particularly in England, 
and their leaders, all mentioned 
by name. Every Communist, in 
strict obedience to Moscow, must 
work unceasingly for revolution, 
by any means legal or illegal ; 
and there must be periodical 
purgings to cleanse the party of 
all small-hourgeois elements that 
might insinuate themselves, 

The Moscow creed might almost 
be laughable—reminding one ot 
the old Scotswoman who thought 
there were only two in her village 
that would be saved, herself and 
the minister ‘‘ and she wasna just 
sure about the meenister "—were 
it not meant in such deadly 
earnest, and if those who expound 
it were less powerful and could 
find less help in the ignorance 
and dividedness of their oppon- 
ents. And the conclusion to 
which one is driven is that the 
only safe way of dealing with 
Soviet Russia is to have no deal- 
ings with her at all. There is 
no way of holding communication 
with her through which the 
poison in her veins will not pass 
to others. She is too big to con- 
quer and in the matter of pro- 
paganda she can defeat all com- 
petitors. She has nothing to trade 
with and has no idea of doing 
trade, because the foreign traders 
stand for all that she meens to 
destroy. The only safe course is 
to stand aside. There may be 
hope for her in the peasant class. 
As in the old Greek legend. her 
shoulders touching the earth she 
may draw strength and sanity 
from it. For the Third Interna- 
tionale is above all things insane, 
and for that reason cannot sur- 
vive. But it is for Russia alone 
to find the cure for her madness. 





Trerz is said to be a bad out- 
hreak of cattle plague in North 
Manchuria, and the ill succesr of 
the measures taken to cope with it 

ty. 


is causing anxiety, 
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~NEW YEAR 


RESOLUTIONS 
Jan. 1. 


. Even in his moments of most 
profound pessimism man is a 
hopeful animal. A series of un- 
happy events may have just led 
to a disastrous conclusion, but he 
must be hard hit indeed whose 
- imagination cannot conjure up a 
rosy state of things some time or 
another in the future. It is this 
which brings us our New Year 
hopes and with them those paving 
stones of hell, New Year resolu- 
tions, We all make them, and 
we are the better therefor. We 
may have made an appalling mess 
of our business during the year at 
an end, and our private life may 
have been hideous to contemplate. 
But, like Stevenson’s character 
on the verge of matrimony, it 
will all be different in the coming 
year. Business will only be con- 
ducted on sound conservative lines 
and speculation will be strictly 
eliminated ; as for our private life 
@ sowing of wild oats was inevita- 
ble in the past, but no more for 
the future. Our conduet in all 
thiggs will be exemplary in the 
year just opened and indeed for 
all time to come. So with a 
righteous glow, conscious of our 
innate virtue we sit down cheer- 
fully to our New Year's dinner, 
and provided we have escaped in- 
digestion or a liver as a result of 
the season’s festivities, we bave 
the best of good times. 

Nor should we have it other- 
wise, for probably there is more 
rejoicing in the heavens over one 
frail creature that keeps his or her 
New Year resolutions than over 
all the worthy people whose 
moral rectitude is so high that 
resolutions are not required from 
them. Of course when we are 
discussing resolutions we are 
thinking of genuine ones. For in 
the interval between Christmas 
and New Year there has been so 
much dissipation and heavy feed- 
ing that an iron constitution be- 
comes. an essential part of 
the New Year reveller’s out- 
fit. We shall allow nothing 
in the nature of the de- 
bauchee’s remorse about New 
Year resolutions, because any- 
body can feel miserable enough to 
repent when enduring the pangs 
of indigestion. A creature in that 
state must hie him to the apothe- 
cary and get himself physicked be- 
fore his mind can be attuned to 
the proper New Year spirit. And 
then we shall consider his resolu- 
tions made in real earnest, and 
until He proceeds to break them he 
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will be admitted to the company 
of the elect. That most if not all 
of these resolutions will be broken 
before many days are out matters 
not one jot; he has shown the 
unfailing courage of the human 
race, and some day he may suc- 
ceed. 

That asset of courage has never 
been needed more than it will be 
during this year. The world is 
very sick, and many seem to de- 
spair of her cure. Prosperity has 
fled from the great markets, and 
famine, disease and hardship are 
broadcast. If we are to get the 
world back to something like its 
old self—for bad as that was in 
many respects it was better than 
its present condition—we must 
each take our courage in our hands 
and resolve to face the future in 
the same spirit in which we have 
faced the tremendous difficulties 
of the past. It is not going to be 
easy to keep smiling during many 
of the days to come, but that is 
no reason why we should not re- 
solve to go ahead stout of heart 
and confident in our strength ul- 
timately to bring order out of the 
present chaos, And if we can 
succeed even in small measure, 
our New Year resolutions and 
wishes will not have been made 
in vain. 


WHAT CAN BE DONE 


IN CHINA 
Jan, 3. 

The following article from a reader 
who speaks with long experience of 
life in the interior of China, though 
more in the form of a letter to the Editor 
follows naturally in the same place as 
the two leading articles to which it 
replies. There is @ freshness in the 
point of view advanced which com- 


mends it to attention. 

In the last ‘ North-China 
Herald’ to hand I notice two 
leading articles on ‘‘The Up- 
Country Foreigner’s Peril’ and 
““The Stormcloud over China,"’ 
as well as other items anent the 
lawlessness prevalent all over the 
country. 

That the portents are disquiet- 
ing no one will dispute, neither 
sould some be surprised at a big 
flare up within the next year, 
perhaps half year. 

The writer of the former 
article suggests that all foreigners 
be recalled to the open ports, 
where gunboats are supposed to 
be able to protect them. I am 
afraid the writer has not thought 
this matter through, but rather 
dealt with it superficially. In 
the face of the recent looting at 
Ichang—to say nothing of the 





January 8, 1921. 





other items of openiug and loot- 
ing foreigners’ and Chinese boxes 
at that same port this year and 
reported in these columns at the 
time—and the tragic matter in 
Changchun, how can the ports be 
regarded as havens of refuge? 
Consuls live at both places and 
at Changchun one Consulate was 
only about a call’s distance. The 
history of riots will prove con- 
clusively that far more have taken 
place at ports than in the in- 
terior. We must conclude from 
this (like Dr. Tong at the mer- 
chants’ conference in Nanking) 
that Shanghai is the only place 
in the whole country where for- 
eigners could live in safety. Is 
that a feasible proposition? I 
think not, no matter what our 
point of view may be. 

The latter article urges that 
the Legations be prepared for 
emergencies, What can be done 
to avert the expected trouble, and 
if possible, disperse it altogether? 
First, I should suggest there be 
no fleeing to open ports or Shang- 
hai. If a few feel inclined to 
jump out of their skins when a 
eracker goes off or a story of 
probable trouble comes to their 
ears, should not such consider 
seriously whether they have not 
mistaken their sphere of work 
and move out? There is no doubt 
that foreigners in the interior 
have a deterring effect on many 
officials and other lawless people. 
Many of these fear publicity 
which is likely to follow out- 
rageous acts. On the other hand, 
many law-abiding people are only 
kept at their occupations in any- 
thing like confidence by the pre- 
sence of the foreigners. So far 
as I can make out a general 
exodus of foreigners from the 
interior would bring in pan- 
demonium at the double. In this 
way we should not help the coun- 
try or people among whom we 
live but do them an untold in- 
jury. 

What shall we suggest? In the 
first place it is essential to 
diagnose the disease. I think the 
majority will agree in naming it 
“soldiers."” This of course ems 
braces all real and quasi officers 
as well as men. With the com- 
ing of soldiers we have noticed 
the revival of the opprobrious 
term ‘‘ foreign devils.’’ For a 
n. -aber of years it was practical- 
ly dead. Now it is very much 
in evidence and soldiers use it 
more than anybody else. Many 
of these men are utterly surprised 
when they find a foreigner un- 
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derstands what they say. The 
soldiers’ grievance is lack of pay, 
which the officers with very few 
exceptions have wasted in_pro- 
fligacy and gambling. Small 
loans of furniture and utensils 
on arriving at a new place have 
now developed into forcible re- 
quisitions by the majority of 
soldiers, owing to the officers 
first having used the soldiers’ 
money, and then, to keep them 
quiet, allowed them to do almost 
anything without reprimand. 
That the officers have plenty of 
money is evident to the dullest 
soldier and only fear of not get- 
ting as easy a billet keeps many 
of them quiet. The Diplomatic 
Corps are at last reported to 
have become hardened against 
the government plea that unless 
a loan is negotiated there will be 
trouble. Better late than never, 
but some wonder why they have 
been so long in learning how to 
meet this Chinese characteristic. 
Could not the same Diplomatic 
Corps notify the effete cabinet in 
Peking besides all military and 
civil governors that they will be 
held responsible for any untoward 
events taking place under their 
jurisdiction? If such a move were 
made, and it is quite on Chinese 
lines, I think half the danger 
would be averted. No excuses 
of “half mad” or ‘ drunken 
soldiers ’’ should be accepted. If 
the officers or officials plead that 
they cannot control soldiers or 
people, then they must be told 
to make room for others who can. 
The sooner they are told this 
the better. This will do a great 
deal to prevent the soldiers’ rage 
against their officers being turn- 
ed upon the foreigners, as the 
Boxers’ anti-dynastic spleen was 
turned in 1900 by the astute 
Empress Dowager Tzu Hsi and 
her followers. It is a time for 
plain speaking for China’s good 
more than the safety of a few 
thousand foreigners in the in- 
terior of China. Let it be stated 
in unequivocal language that any 
outburst resulting in injury to 
foreigners will be taken as proof 
that China does not rank as a 
second or even third rate nation 
in’ spite of her continual claims 
to be considered a first rate 
Power. Readers will remember 
how China claimed five repre- 
sentatives on the Peace Confer- 
ence in Paris and was allowed 
two. The flowery remarks of Dr. 
Wellington Koo at the Geneva 
. conference are too recent to need 
recapitulation. I would only draw 


attention to the Chinese contri- 
bution to the typhus campaign 
funds. There the representatives 
of a quarter of the earth’s popu- 
lation—400,000,000—followed the 
lead of a bankrupt Persia, which 
has less than 10,000,000 and 
offered £2,000! 

T believe the iteration of these 
items will do something to con- 
vince the present ‘‘office holders’’ 
in China that camouflage is no 
longer possible. For their own 
“‘faces”’ they will have to change. 
Such truths will have much 
greater effect than the biggest 
charge of T. N. T. 


CHINA’S CRYING NEED 
OF ROADS 
Jan. 5. 


Tue letter from our up-country 
correspondent in Friday’s issue 
of our paper called attention to 
the appalling condition of roads 
in this country, and his severe 
reprobation of the apathy of those 
responsible for the condition of 
the highways must have been 
echoed by all who have been un- 
fortunate enough to have experi- 
enced the toil of plodding through 
the miry sloughs misnamed roads 
in China. A missionary once 
journeyed over one of those ter- 
rible roads and at the end of the 
day arrived at a little tumble-down 
village, covered with mud, wet to 
the skin, and exasperated in 
temper. The village bore took 
occasion to lecture him on the 
excellencies of “our ta ts’ing 
kwoh—great pure country.”” The 
phrase was repeated so often that 
at last the traveller lost his 
temper and replied, ‘‘Great pure 
country indeed! It should be 
called the ta tsang kwoh—great 
dirty country, for your roads are 
dirty, your inns are dirty, you 
are dirty yourself and now I am 
as dirty as everything else.” 

China is increasingly becoming 
the focus of the world’s attention, 
and business men and diplomats 
visit her shores to learn for them- 
selves the true conditions of her 
people and the prospects of trade 
development in the near future. 
The Chinese entertain these visit- 
ors generously and pass them on 
from one city to another showing 
them, with patriotic zeal, places 
of historic interest and public 





buildings, such as Provincial 
Assembly halls built on modern 
lines, or some of the many credit- 
able ‘industrial-factories now so 
rapidly springing into existence. 





These make a favourable impress- 
ion on visitors—an impression 
entirely justified by China’s pro- 
gress. But were the strangers 
compelled to walk but half a mile 
over the main road between any 
two of China’s interior: cities, 
their good impressions would be 
dissipated like the mist of a sum- 
mer morning. 

China’s roads as viewed by the 
traveller are disagreeable, but 
considered from the standpoint of 
trade and commercial efficiency 
they are a serious hindrance to 
national development. In the 
great Shansi famine of 1878-9 the 
workers engaged in famine relief 
were almost heart-broken because 
the grain purchased with relief 
funds and the starving people 
could not be brought together for 
lack of means of communication. 


‘It costs China many times as 
much to transport merchandise 
from one point to another as it 
does America, although labour 
there is paid almost ten times as 
much as it is here. A wheel- 
barrow coolie will convey 400-lb. 
weight a distance of ten miles 
in one day, but if it rains he may 
be a week in making the journey. 
These delays in transit must all 
be borne by the consumer in the 
last analysis, and in this way 
China’s lack of roads is a heavy, 
albeit an unconscious, tax on the 
unfortunate public. 


Mr. C. T. Wang told the Pan- 
Pacific Association at a recent 
meeting that the Governor of 
Chékiang had promised to con- 
struct a road two hundred miles 
long joining the cities of Hang- 
chow and Shanghai. May he live 
for ever or, at least, may he con- 
tinue in office until the promise is 
realized, and this is wishing him 
a very long life indeed. But the 
fact that the promise has been 
made shows that the construction 
of good voads is well within the 
compass of the ordinary Chinese 
official’s ability. There is an 
abundance of cheap labour, end 
material for road construction 
may be had for the asking. In 
the days of the Manchus, not yet 
very far removed-from us, farmers 
were compelled to repair the 
toads periodically when the Gov- 
ernor of the Province made his 
rounds or the Juiterary Chanceilor 
travelled from one city to another 
to hold the customary examina- 
tions. It is ¢rue these ‘‘ repairs "” 
were a superficial performance. 
Neither the Governor nor the peo- 
ple had any idea of what a good 
toad should be, but at least there 
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was, on the part of the official, 
the recognition of his responsibili- 
ty to see that roads were made 
and on the part of the people 
their acceptance of the duty to 
repair the roads in their own dis- 
tricts. If this useful custom were 
revived and properly carried out 
in every district under the super- 
intendence of the district magis- 
trate, the farmers being put to 
work only in those winter months 
when the exigencies of the sea- 
sors impose idleness upon them, 
it would not be many years before 
China had a system of highways 
adequate for her needs. These 
would act as feeders to the rail- 
ways and rivers to the great ad- 
vantage and comfort of the peo- 
ple. Of course the whole burden 
of the construction of roads 
shorla not fali on one class, the 
farmers, particularly as that is 
the most industrious class in 
China to-day and the one that 
would benefit least by improve- 
ment in, public roads, «The other 
classes of the community would 
have to be taxed a sum at least 
equal to the value of the labour 
contributed by the farmers, and 
the money secured from this 
source utilized for the purchase 
of road-metal, repair or construc- 
tion of hridges, etc. And this is 
just where opposition to the 
scheme would begin. The people 
would not object so much to the 
tax as to the opportunity its col- 
lection would give for the exercise 
of the yamén underling’s incura- 
ble propensity to squeeze. If 
this baneful influence could be 
eliminated, the construction of 
roads in China conld be accom- 
plished, in the words of the sages, 
“as easily as turning one’s 
hand.” 





Tue Canton Constitutional Gov- 
ernment has decided to send dele- 
gates to England, America, France 
and Japan to place the views of 
the South before the statesmen of 
those countries. 

Pextne, Jan. 5.—It is officially 
stated that so long as Chen 
Chiung-ming does not ally himself 
with Dr. Sun Yat-sen there is 
every prospect of the Central Gov- 
ernment’s recognizing him as Tu- 
chun.—Reuter- 





Pexine, Jan. 5.—Replying to the 
Yokohama Specie Bank, the Chiao 
Tung Pu says that the proposed 
Joan from the Chinese Banks for 
the purchase of railway material 
is secured by the revennes from the 
VWeban Reilwav, and therefore does 
not conflict with the secnritv given 
the Rank prior to the revolntion. 
namely the railway itself.—Reuter. 


| GERMANY’S SECRET 


AIR POWER 


Jan. 6. 

Tue crisis at present existing 
owing to Germany's failure to 
carry out the terms of the Peace 
Treaty is not entirely her own 
fault, and in saying this we are 
not raising a plea for more favour- 
able consideration of Germany's 
position, so much as suggesting 
that the responsibility rests, to a 
great extent, upon the Allies 
themselves. It is an alarming 
fact that humanity never seems 
really to learn the lessons taught 
it by experience. Rather it would 
appear to proceed with the faint 
hope that “‘things will be differ- 
ent this time,’’ whereas Prussian 
history shows that the only thing 
we can be quite certain of is that 
Germany will do ell in her power 
to evade her liabilities. Exactly 
how far these evasions go is not 
clear : undoubtedly they are grave, 
possibly very much more serious 
than would appear on the face of 
things, for while the numbers of 
the various species of armament 
undelivered look in themselves 
imposing, that is as nothing com- 
pared with the potentialities 
which possession of this war 
material by Germany entails, As 
an example of what is meant 
aircraft may be taken, In some 
degree the case is exceptional, but, 
as it is the weapon with which a 
treacherous nation can strike first 
and quickest, aerial possibilities 
will always now be looked upon 
with the gravest concern. 

By the terms of the Treaty of 
Peace, Germany was bound to 
deliver 160,000 aeroplane engines. 
This through German representa- 
tions and the complaisance, if not 
gullibility, of at least one of the 
Allies was reduced to 25.000 and 
that number was, in fact, handed 
over. Marshal Foch, who trusts 
the German not quite as far as 
he can see him, appears to have 
made his own investigations as 
the result of which it appears 
that no fewer than 12,000 engines 
in excess of the number original- 
ly demanded were possessed by 
the Germans. In other words, if 
the Marshal’s information is_cor- 
rect, our late enemies possess no 
fewer than 135,000 engines,—the 
12,000 being confiscated. Also 
by the Treaty one aerodrome was 





allowed the vanquished enemy; 
she has now sixteen, with fifty- 
two companies engaged in the 
manufacture and operation of air- 





craft. Possessed of probably 
22,000 experienced aviators, Ger- 
many can, at very short notice, 
find for herself very substantial 
aircraft fleets. In the meantime 
the Allies are not progressing as 
they should in aeronautics, as a 
hurried review of the position will 
show. In Great Britain the Goy- 
ernment has taken no action to 
support aviation with the result 
that three of the largest firms 
have gone into liquidation ; 
France has recently subsidized 
her industry and America is 
building largely and buying en- 
gines from Great Britain. 

That is the position, and a 
worse could not very well be 
imagined. It evidences the adop- 
tion of a new policy by Germany, 
namely, an intention to work for 
an important position in the air 
rather than on land or sea. 
Under the cloak of commercial 
endeavour she is building up an 
airfleet which can be used for 
war purposes, just as easily as a 
war machine can be transformed 
for the purposes of peace. Nor 
must it be forgotten that a cargo- 
carrying aeroplane can carry a 
consignment of bombs as easily 
as more innocuous material, And 
it is with these facta and 
these possibilities that the 
Allied Powers are faced. The 
dangers of a treacherous outbreak 
on Germany’s part can at no time 
be disregarded, while the chances 
of u Teutonic attempt to repair 
their fortunes ravaged by war 
must always be borne in mind. 
Indeed General von Seeckt in his 
New Year's order to the German 
Army adumbrates such an occur- 
rence in the future. Too much 
has been made of the fear that, 
with rigorous insistence upon the 
full and proper terms of peace, 
Germany would cease to be an 
effective nation. Too many side 
issues have been allowed to ob- 
scure the main fact, namely, that 
the utterances of some of her 
statesmen and her attempted 
evasions of her obligations show 
nothing but an endeavour to save 
something from the military 
wreckage with which to build up 
new forces and make a similar 
attempt to the one which took 
four long years of warfare to 
defeat. 





PexinG, Jan. 5.—According to 
Chinese reports, the Japanese in- 
tend to establish a University for 
Chinese students at Shanghai, 
under the presidency of Dr. Ariga, 
former advisor to China.—Reuter. 
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NOTES & COMMENTS 





German Excuses 


Everything considered, Germany 
is not very good at excuses. Since 
the beginning of the disarmament 
process she has tried two reasons 
with the Allies for maintaining a 
force larger than that laid down— 
one the danger of Bolshevism, the 
other that of a royalist rising. 
She has even made an_ effort to 
work the two in conjunction, until 
the Allies might well have been 
persuaded that real peril was 
abroad. To-day she is back once 
more to the need for guarding 
against Bolshevism as an excuse 
for the existence of her “Civic 
Guard,” and, in view of what has 
gone before, it is little wonder 
that the French press is indignant. 
Looking at recent history it will 
be seen that the moment of greatest 
danger from Bolshevism was when 
the Red army all but overwhelmed 
Poland, for it was known that 
Lenin’s scheme was to overrun 
that country, link up with Ger- 
many and proceed to the conquest 
of the world. The Polish victory 
frustrated that plan, and so long 
as Poland remains undefeated, a 
barrier is placed between Germany 
and the Bolshevist forces. We 
have, of course. to consider the 
chances of a Bolshevik uprising in 
Germany itself, knowing how much 
propaganda the Reds have carried 
out there. But here we may turn to 
the failure which has met such 
attemipts in the past as the best 
proof that the German is hardly by 
inclination and certainly not by 
training a Bolshevik—a point ad- 
mitted by Germans themselves in 
their less prejudiced moments. 


The First Snow 


Great was the delight of the 
Chinese on Sunday morning when 
the fall of snow indicated to them 
a promise of a good year ahead. 
Of course, those warmly clad could 
watch its coming with perfect un- 
coneern, but whether jt will bring 
good luck or not, the ricsha coolie 
and his like stood clemmed ‘with 
eold and damp withal, like Dick 
the shepherd blowing his nail and 
with noses like Marion’s—red and 
raw. Whatever the snow meant for 
the countryside at large in the 
Yuture, it entailed a very present 
discomfort for them at least. Yet 
even they were pleased to see the 
feathers floating down from where 
Mother Carey was plucking her 
chickens, and a smile, and possibly 
a joke helped to poss off their dis- 
comfort. They are really lovable 
people and though we occasionally 
eurso them for their slowness” of 
wit we bear them no _ill-feeling. 
Indeed, to quote again from 
Shakespeare, there are many who 
like to think, so far as the riesha 
@oolie is concerned, that ‘Here 
shall he see no enemy, but winter 
and rough weather.” Meanwhile, 
as Wo write this the snow is lying 
ea the Bund, transforming it into 
quite a delightful picture. 


Felicitations to Russia 


What the “Daily Herald” de- 
soribes as ‘‘a great crowd,” re- 
eently assembled at the Albert Hall 
to celebrate the third anniversary 
of the Russian Soviet Republic. 
Arthur Macmanus, one of the prin- 
ciple speakers, cried shame upon 
the workers of England for not 
having followed the example of 
their Russian comrades, and drew 
acharming picture of the new 
epoch which has succeeded the 
Tsarist terror—an epoch which, as 
Maxim Gorky says, is memorable 
for “an explosion of the worst side 
of human nature.” Mr. Macma- 
nus did not of course refer to this 
criticisui by a man who knows. 
While the audience cheered Mr. 
Macmanus to the echo, in another 
place Mr. H. G. Wells was giving 
some impressions of his recent 
visit to Russia. What struck him 
most, amid the welter of crude 
Marxian philosophy, was the dis- 
comfort and misery of the scient- 
ists. Oareworn, hungry and cold— 
these are the words of Mr. Wells— 
they still work on with the fear of 
an impending stoppage always be- 
fore them. They know nothing of 
the scientific progress outside Rus- 
Bi: Depending on an orderly 
yy which has failed them, they 
might as well be living in a Kaffir 
kraal. It may be that all will 
come right in the end. Books for 
the proletariat are being prepared 
by hundreds of starving transla- 
tors. The Soviet plan of education 
is excellent. Only one doubt arises. 
A regimen of very plain living 
may easily be enforced by the 
Dictators. Can they as easily in- 
dnee the nopulace to take a little 
high thinking with their meagre 
meale? 











The Day of Trusts 


Not many months ago huge ship- 
ping amalgamations were taking 
place—enormous financial] transac- 
tions put through with the great- 
est ease. To-day about half a dozen 
people control British shipping, 
and not yet have we realized whet 
this is going to mean in the long 
run. It should make for economy 
of management, and taking Lord 
Inchcape’s statement, we shall 
have cheaper Passages as 
soon as possible. About the same 
time as this happened the great 
English banks started a similar 
scheme of absorbing smaller con- 
cerns until the capital of the most 
important of them has reached 
enormous figures. Combines of 
people strange to the district then 
invaded Lancashire and proceeded 
to acquire an interest in many mills 
and factories, and going farther 
north to the Clyde it was seen that 
shipbuilders were setting themselves 
to secure the control of steel-pro- 
ducing concerns. To some extent 
this course was dictated by an 
anxiety to keep themselves fully 
supplied with the material neces- 
sary for their work, but even here 

we can trace the same conception 
bor huge business operations con- 
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t Later 
information shows the same spirit 
in other industries, jute for in- 
stance. Calcutta’s only rival in 
the manufacture of jute is Dundee, 
and here one of these huge com- 
panies has already succeeded in 
gaining control of half the indus- 
try in the city, which probably 
means that it will shortly control 
a good deal of Calcutta as well. 
All this is of the first importance 
to us here. We have seen certain - 
amalgamations of local concerns— 
insurance companies for instance~ 
and the trend of business methods 
at Home might well suggest that 
the same principle will sooner rath- 
er than later be seen here. 





London Hospital 


Our appeal of a few days ago on 
behalf of the London Hospital has 
brought us a little response—Tls, 25 
from ‘‘Theta”’, $10 from R.E.L, and 
W.S.D. and an anonymous donation 
of two guineas. Not much, but 
something to make a start with and, 
on this New Year’s Day, to suggest 
to others that they might do like- 
wise. After all, if exchange seems 
low compared with previous dizzy 
heights, it is far above what we 
should ever have most wildly dreamt 
of before the war, and a sorerelea 
does not cost many dollars, T' 
cause also is incomparable. The 
London Hospital contains 1,000 beds 
and is a great school from which 
learning and medical skill radiate 
to all the world. It is in debt 
$75,000 and greatly needs new 
friends. We shall be .delighted to 
pass on their names and contribu- 
tions. 





The Feminine Invasion 


One feature of present day in- 
dustrialism is the struggle waged 
by skilled male labour against un- 
skilled, which moans, very largely, 
against the feminine invasion of 
the workshop brought about by the 
war. By way of reply, some wo- 
men have started an all-women 
factory as an experiment in a well- 
known British — manufacturing 
town, to be staffed and_ operated 
exclusively by women. The begin- 
ning is on a small scale, and it is 
hoped to run the venture on a co- 
partnership basis, but the general 
terms are strictly business with no 
philanthropy about. Among the 
first orders have been one for 
consignment of hosiery needles 
and the other for machinery parts 
of a new type of pump; and if we 
can judge from the excellent work 
which women did in munition fac- 
tories during the war, there seeaus 
no valid reason why their output 
of such articles as these should 
not give satisfaction. At all events 
the appearance of such an enter 
prise as this is timely, and should 
eceasion serious thought in that 
section of Ishour which had honed 
to Kill dilntion. With present-day 
machine tools dilution is inevit- 
shle. and anvthing bringing re- 
cognition of the fact is to be wel- 
comed. 
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CHINESE POLITICS 





THE ALLEGED LOAN BY 
THE B. A. T. 





Categorical Refutation 


We reproduced from the “Stn- 
wanpao” last week a report 
that the British American Tobacco 
Co. were lending $5,000,000 to Pe- 
king—at the same time expressing 
strong doubts as to the truth of the 
report. 

‘These were well founded. Last 
Friday thie B.A.T. in Shanghai 
received tho following telegram 
from Mr, Jeffress, the travelling 
director from England, who ¢s now 
in Peking: 

“Please advise foreign and 

native newspapers that reports of 
any negotiations whatsoever be- 
tween the Government and our- 
selves ave absolutely untrue. I 
am in China on a tour of inspec- 
tion and have not approached or 
been approached by any Govern- 
ment department with the object 
of entering into any agreement or 
making any loan—JEFFRESS. 

Tt need hardly be added that no 
negotiations of any kind have taken 
place in Shanghai. There is no 
fruth in the story whatever. _ 

The Chinese Press last Friday 
ublished the following rather 
humorous statement :— a 

“Owing to popular opposition 
by the Chinese, the British Amer- 
ican Tobacco Co. managers have 
notified Mr. Chow Tze-chi, Min- 
ister of Finance, that the loan 
can only be signed upon receiving 
the approval of the Board of 

Directors in London.—Another 

telegram states that the Cabineb 

has issued a denial regarding the 
alleged loan.” ; 

‘An ingenious way of correcting ! 





No Control Ne Loan 


Peking, Jan. 6. 
The proposed loan of $4,000,000 
from the foreign banks is making 
no progress. According to Chinese 
officials, the banks want the night 
to supervise expenditure of the 
money embodied in the agreement, 
while the Government, — though 
willing to accept such supervision, 
objects to an official acceptance of 
the principle involved.—Reuter. 





CHINESE CUSTOMS 
RETURNS 





Another Record 
ALL SERVICES MET AND TLS. 
23,000,000 TO SPARE 
Peking, Jan. 3. 
The revenue of the Maritime 
Customs for 1920 was approximate- 
ly Hk. Tis. 49,500,000, which, at an 
average exchange of 6s. 9id., is 
equivalent to £16,800,000._ This re- 
presents 


for the 1920 collection at the 
average exchange was £2,200,000 
higher than in 1919. 

The following were the collections 
at the principal ports: Antung, 
Tis, 100,000; Tairen, Ts. 4,900,000; 
Tientsin and Chinwangtao, Ts. 
5,500,000; Kiaochou, Tis. 1,600,000 ; 
Hankow, Tis. 600,000; Shanghai, 
Tis. 18,800,000; Swatow, Tls. 100,- 
000, and Canton, Tls. 2,500,000. 

The revenue of native Customs 
under the Inspector-General’s con- 
trol during 1920 was Tls. 4,300,000, 
equalling £1,400,000, and _repre- 
senting a decrease of Tis. 100,000 
as compared with 1919, but sur- 
passing the collections for 1918 by 
Tis. 400,000. 








All foreign loan and indemnity 
obligations secured on Customs 
revenue, including the service re- 
organization loan, have been fully 
met, and Tis. 23,100,000 released 





for the Central Government.— 
Reuter. 
CHINESE AND THE 
SURTAX 


Merchants’ Threat of a Strike 


General Ho Feng-ling, Military 
Governor of Shanghai and Sung- 
kiang, is endeavouring to aid the 
Chinese merchants in Shanghai as 
much as possible in their fight 
against the proposed goods surtax. 

It will be remembered several 
days ago, the merchants held a 
meeting in the Chinese General 
Chamber of Commerce and re- 
quested the chairmen of both the 
General Chamber and the City 
Chamber to approach General Ho 
to secure his support in their op- 
position. This request Was even- 
tually carried out and it is learned 
that General Ho has telegraphed 
to Peking in the following terms: 

“T have been approached by the 
chairmen of the both Chambers of 
Commerce with regard to their 
opposition to the goods surtax. 
They inform me that the ground 
for their opposition is based on the 
depreciated exchange. The price 
of goods have fallen, but the goods 
are stocked away in godowns simply 
because customers refuse to buy, 
regardless of the low prices. In- 
surance, godown charges, and in- 
terest amount to no small sum. 
Bankruptcies and merchants ab- 
sconding are every-day occurrences. 
Should the government enforce a 


new tax, they—the merchants— 
would have no other alternative 
but to quit their business and 


starve. 

“Tt has been decided that if the 
Government refuses to take heed 
of this demand, the merchants will 
strike on and from January 1. 

“Shanghai merchants have done 
much in the way of voluntary con- 
tributions, even before approached 
by the Government. As an_illus- 
tration, they have promised $2,000,- 
000 for relief work, 

“Therefore, in view of the above, 
I would request you to reconsider 
your former decision.” 

The Chinese press has published 
a telegram stating that the Govern- 


‘an increase of Tis. 3,500,-/ment has now decided to postpone 
‘000 on the previous record collec- | the enforcement of the tax for a]. 


tion in 1919. The gold equivalent "period of three months. 





Rumoured Resignation of 
Mr. Obata 


Tokio, Jan. 5. 


_The “Hochi” in yesterday’s edi- 
tion reports that Mr. Obata, the 
Japanese. Minister at Peking, is 
shortly returning to Tokio to con- 
fer on diplomatic matters. The 
paper states that Mr, Obata- will 
probably resign and that Mr. 
Kenkichi Yoshizawa, chief of the 
Asia Department of the Foreign 
Office, will succeed him.—Reuter. 





Another Chinese Note to 


Japan 
Peking, Jan. 5. 


The Waichiaopu on December 31 
addressed a note to the Japanese 
Legation on the subject of the sink- 
ing of a Chinese gunboat in the 
Amur river by a Japanese gunboat 
soon after the Nikolaievsk mas- 
sacre. The note recounted the de- 
tails of the incident and requested 
an expression of regret, punish- 
ment of the officers and men re- 
sponsible, indemnification for the 
damage inflicted and a solatium.— 
Reuter. 








Peking’s New Year 


Decorations 
Peking, Jan. 2. 

_A number of Mandates were 
issued for the New Year, conferring 
the following distinctions: Order 
of Merit, Fourth Class, to the 
Foreign Minister, Dr. W. W. Yen, 
and Civil Governor Li Ching-cheng. 
Order of Merit, Third Class, to 
Tuchun Tan Hou-ming. The Nine 
Lions Sword to Lu Yung-ting. A 
special order eulogized the services 
of Tuchun Liu Tseng-hou. 

Dr. Yen is the only member of 
the Cabinet to be decorated. 

As already announced, Li Ching- 
cheng has just been appointed 
Civil Governor of Kuangsi, Lu 
Yung-ting Tupan of Kuangsi and 
Kuangtung, and Tan Hov-ming 
Tuchun of Kuangsi. 

Another Mandate has recalled 
Gen. Chang Kuang-chen, and ap- 
pointed Gen. Tsai Chen-hsun Tu- 
chun of Kansu, while Gen. Ma Fu- 
hsiang is appointed Tutung of 
Chahar. Gen. Lu Hung-tao — will 
act as Tuchun, pending the arrival 
of Gen. Tsai Shen-hsun.- 


Tue Sevr-Government Move. 


Finally a Mandate was issued 
pointing out the close connexion 
between self-government and the 
National Administration. It orders 
a conference to be held in Peking, 
consisting of reresentatives of 
Civil Governors, Provincial As- 
semblies and special areas, such as 
Jehol, with a view to harmonising 
the Central and Provincial Ad- 
ministrations.—Reuter. 





New Tuchuns of Kuangsi 
and Szechuan 
Peking, Dec. 30. 


A Mandate yesterday appointed 
Tan Hou-ming Tuchun of Kuang- 
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si, Lu Yung-ting Tupan of Kuang- 
si and Kuangtung; and Li Ching- 
cheng Civil Governor of Kuangsi. 
A Mandate will shortly be issued 
appointing Liu Tseng-hou Tuchun, 
and Hsiong Keh-wu Civil .Gover- 
nor of Szechuan, and_ awarding 
the Order of Merit to Liu Tseng- 
hou and Lu Yung-ting.—Reuter. 


———_-+-___ 


Huge Salt Seizures in Canton 
Canton, Dec. 27. 

Some $2,000,000 worth —of 
smuggled salt and unlicensed salt- 
carrying junks have been seized in 
Canton during the last few weeks. 
They will shortly be put up for 
public auction. 

The first of January will see a 
great public agitation here in 
favour of internal free trade in 
China. It is Hoped that other 
ports will follow in the movement, 
according to the promoters in Can- 
ton. 

Canton is sending three silk ex- 
perts to the coming Silk Exhibition 
at New York. The party left Can- 
ton for America on December 25. 

Mr. Tang Shao-yvi, who has been 
spending the holidays at _Heung- 
shan, is again in Canton.—Reuter. 





Chefoo-Weihsien Railway 
Peking, Jan. 4. 
The Japanese Legation states 
that Japan never objected to the 
construction of the Chefoo-Weihsien 
railway, for which the Geruians 


formerly claimed the right to) 
furnish funds in the event of for-, 


eign money being required. Japan 
would doubtless protest in the 
event of any other foreign money 
being offered, but so long as the 
line is being constructed with Ch'n- 
ese money there is no ground for 
protest. 

Incidentally, the Chinese thus 
far do not propose to link up the 
Chefoo-Weihsien and  Shantung, 
lines, which was the condition 
upon which the Germans based 
their claim to the preferential 
right of supplying foreign funds.— 
Reuter. 





CHINA AND THE SOVIET 





Commercial Treaty Denied 


Peking, Dec. 31. 

Interviewed by the Peking cor- 
respondent of the Kokusai News 
Agency yesterday, an official of the 
Waichiaopu stated that there was 
no truth in the reports that a 
Russo-Chinese commercial treaty 
had been concluded. The official 
pointed out that Chang Sou-lin 
had been sent to Russia by Tuan 
Chi-jui’s party and that Chang 
had nothing to do with.the resump- 
tion of commercial relations be- 
tween China and Russia. 

China, the official continued, had 
recently sanctioned the provisional 
trade agreement concluded between 
the Tuchun of Sinkiang and a re- 
presentative of Russian Turkestan 
early this year, and it had been 
suggested that a provisional agree- 
ment of a similar character might 


be made in order to facilitate Sino-' that American consuls in Manchu- 
Russian trade on the border. The{ria have been notified accordingly. 
Cabinet had discussed this matter. |The Japanese Legation has not yet 
Therefore, declared the official, if; replied to the former note. 
the Government which M. Yourin| The American contention is that 
represented proved in fact able to|the agreement was. only given 
carry out the assurances they had | owing to the circumstances of the 
given regarding the protection of ; war and should automatically have 
Chinese interests in Siberia, it.ceased with the end of the war. 
might be that the Chinese Govern- | The Japanese view is that the mea- 
ment would take up with M.|sure which contained the regula 
Yourin’s Mission the question of a} tion, issued by the Kuantung Gov- 
similar trade agreement.—Reuter. |crnment in 1918, is still necessary 
for protection of the Japanese 
Railway, and Japan is entitled to 
PASSPORTS IN enforce it, with or without foreign 


sanction.—Reuter. 
MANCHURIA 





Tae Civil Governor of, Chibi 

. * has ordered the old jerman 
Japan Contending for Right | ytiaaie School in Tientsin to bd 
of Examination transformed into a Naval College. 


Peking, Jan. 5. Mr. Alex. E. Paradissis, of Che- 
The American Legation is in-|foo, and Miss Maria Lazaridon of 
structing its Consuls that recogni-|Athens, were married — recently 
tion of Japan’s right to examine|at the Russian Chapel in the former 
American passports on the South| Russian Concession, Tientsin. 
Manchurian Railway—extended| Practically the entire Greek colony 
from 19i8—has now been wi of Tientsin attended the wedding 
drawn, since the original recogni-|¢eremony, which was conducted 
tion was a measure to check the|2ccording to the rites of the Greek 
movements of German and Austrian} Church. 
prisoners from Siberia.—From Our 












Own Correspondent. We are asked to state by the 
) ie Chinese Postal Commissioner that 
Peking, Jan. 6. stamps of :— 
The Anicrican Legation yesterday 2 cents surcharged 1 cent 
addressed a note to the Japanese 4 cents surcharged 3 cents 
Legation, repeating its note of 6 cents surcharged 5 cents 


November 2 last, which stated that|sold at their original’ denomination 
the United States was withdraw-| and valid for postage only at the 
ing her recognition of the Japanese] surcharged value, are on sale at all 
right to examine passports in Man-| Chinese Post Offices. The extra 
churia, to which America agreed] cent paid goes to the Famino Re- 
as a war measure. The note adds} lief Fund. 
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VIEWS OF THE 


CHINESE -PRESS 





A Volunteer Corps Wanted—The Forthcoming Elections— 
Hopelese Outlook for Unification 


Speaking of the New Year Man- 
ates issued by Peking dealing 
with self-government and granting 
$60,000 from the Treasury for the 
benefit of the poor, the Chinese 
press remarks that there could be | 
nothing objectionable in these | 
mandates, except the haughty tones | 
and grandiose terms, such as “as 
a mark of favour for our beloved 
subjects,” “conscious of my own 
deficiency in virtue which does 
not merit Heaven’s grace,” etc., 
which have been too freely used in 
them, making them read more like 
Imperial Decrees than  Presi- 
dential utterances. 

During the week, Peking also 
made several important appoint- 
ments of officials for the South- 
west provinces, after a lapse of 
over three years; while Dr. Sua 
Yat-sen’s Government at Canton 
cancelled the appointments held by 
five southern delegates to the 
Peace Conference. Both Yunnan 
and Szechuan have declared their 
determination to adopt autonomy, 
the former by isolating itself from 
all other provinces-and the latter 
by announcing its independence of 
either the North or South. The 
Mongolians are said to have in- 
dulged in anti-Chinese demonstra- 
tions; and the commanders of the 
Chinese Expeditionary Force have 
been urged to proceed to Urga to 
confer with the Hutuktu and his 
Government for the rescue of the 
many thousands of Chinese living 
scattered throughout Mongolia 
who are in imminent danger of 
being slaughtered or _illtreated. 
“Matters in Kansu and Hunan are 
in a turmoil. 


Srrencra or Sevr-GovernMenr. 


Tho “Sinwanpao” says that in 
order to obtain self-government on 
a firm basis, we must first reforz 
our habit of dependence upon our 
official government. Before we can 
dispense with our official govern- 
ment we must promote the true 
strength of our own _self-govern- 
ment institutions. We should; 
neither make use of the influence! 
and strength of our army, nor| 
rely upon the protection of our 
police. Our foremost measure 
should be the formation and train- 
ing of a volunteer corps for our 
own defence and protection. All 
males attaining adult age should| 
be compulsorily enlisted in this 
corps. The paper points out that} 
only after such a volunteer corps 
had been established could we safe- 
guard our own lives and property 
against depredations or mutinies 
by soldiers. This corps could even 
attend to the defence of our own 
district when the troops were dis- 
handed. Without this reliable 
force of our own, our self-govern- 
ment office could never be immune 
from military tryanny or official 


Taree Great QUESTIONS, 

In giving expression to the hopes 
and aspirations of the Chinese for 
the 10th year of the Republic, the 
“Sinwanpao” advises the citizens 
of this country to concentrate their 
whole energy and attention upon 
the accomplishment of three great 
things. First comes the question of 
self-government. As breezy mect- 
ings of self-government promoters 
have already been reported, the 
paper is not so much afraid of 
official obstruction as it is doubt- 
ful of the competency and unity 
of the citizens themselves. 

The second question concerns our 
foreign intercourse. Our country 
appears to have made a good im- 
pression at the first assembly of 
the League of Nations, but, 
actually, international problems, 
such as our Shantung question, 
will not be discussed and consider- 
ed until the next session of the 
League. As the Shantung question 
is one whose settlement in one way 
or another means life or death to 
our country, all our citizens, 
whether in office or in retirement, 
whether high or low, should con- 
centrate their best attention upon 
this subject and make every con- 
ceivable preparation so as to en- 
sure success in winning our case. 

The third question is the election 
of M.P.’s. Although we have suf- 
fered during the nine years of our 
Republic mostly at the hands of 
militarists and politicians, yet the 
untrustworthiness of our M.P.’s 
has also largely contributed to our 
distress. Lately, there have been 
rumours of manipulating the com- 
ing election so that a certain party 
should obtain a majority vote in 
Parliament. These rumours have a 
most disheartening effect. Let us 
all who have the right to vote act 
as our conscience will direct us 


and not disgrace ourselves by 
bartering away our sacred rights. 
Let us all also recognize and 
assume our responsibility as 
citizens to supervise the holding of 
the election in a proper manner. 
Prospects or UNIFICATION. 

The matter which has claimed 
the most urgent attention of the 
Peking Government recently, re- 
marks the “Shunpao,” has been the 
unification of this country. In 
cour mind, however, nothing tan- 
gible has been achieved so far in 
this matter. What Peking seems 
to have gained in one direction has 
invariably been offset in another 
direction. Thus, upon cancellation 
of its autonomy, the North re- 
warded Kuangsi by appointing its 
rulers; but the South also appoint- 
ed officials for Fukien upon its 
joining the South. As regards 
Szechuan, the sudden departure 
from Peking of the representatives 
of Hsiong Keh-wu and Liu Hsiang 
seems to portend evil ‘consequences 
from Peking’s rash action in mak- 
ing official appointments for Sze- 
chuan. Hardly had any step been 
taken to recover Hunan than the 
Yunnanese countered by rising in 
revolt. The North is preparing to 
create a new parliament; but the 
South is trying to set up an ex- 
traordinary parliament. In Kan- 
su, General Ma Fu-hsiang and his 
Mohammedan forces have declared 
independence of Tuchun Chang 
Kuang-chien. What all these moves 
and counter-moves will lead to in 
the 10th year of our Republic, wo 
dare not prophesy. 

In another article, the samo 
paper reverts to this subject. It 
asks several pertinent questions :— 

Is it worth while for the mer- 
chants to pay a price for peaco 
which may not last long or whose 
duration depends largely upon the 
;caprice of the troops? 

Is it worth while for the Peking 
; Government to pay a price for 
jthe cancellation of autonomy by 
the Southwest and for the conclu- 
sion of peace separately? The can- 
cellation of autonomy may be only 
a bait for Peking’s gold? 
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OUTPORTS 





THE ANGLO-JAPANESE 
ALLIANCE 


Renewal Under Discussion 
From a Correspondent. 


London; Nov. 10. 

Although the public hears very 
little of it, the Foreign Office is 
busy discussing the Anglo-Japan- 
ese Alliance which ought to be 
renewed in the coming year. Ap- 
parently there is a small expert 
committee sitting which is hearing 
the evidence of witnesses, not 
merely commercial men, or politi- 
cians, or diplomatists, but well in- 
formed individuals who can pose 
with some degree of justice as be- 
ing in touch with public opinion. 

Orriciats In Favovr. 

There are two great points to 
which the committee is devoting 
its attention: (1) whether the 
Alliance shall be renewed, and (2) 
the form in which it can be renew- 
ed. There is no doubt that_ the 
Alliance will be renewed. Virtu- 
ally everybody is in favour of a 
renewal, not because they regard 
it as being a particularly efficacious 
understanding, but because on the 
other hand, if we are to influence 
Japan on Western lines in_ her 
general policy, we are more likely 
to be able to do so from a friendly 
than from a purely detached stand- 
point. 

There are many people who 
think if Japan wishes to adopt a 
particular line of policy she will 
do so whether this country is in 
favour of it or whether it is not, 
‘but at any rate the British official 
world is hopeful~that occasionally 
under an alliance Japan might be 
willing to pay some sort of 
‘sympathetic attention to the British 
point of view. A renewal is there- 
fore regarded as certain, although 
it will be some time before any 
definite announcement is made. 


Conpitons To REQUIRE. 


On the other hand, a_ vast 
majority of people are in favour 
‘of some conditions being attached 
to the renewal of the treaty. 
‘Without exception British senti- 
mert is in favour of the Shantung 
‘question being settled on just, 
reasonable and_ straightforward 
lines. People realize that if this 
open sore is allowed to continue 
‘in Sino-Japanese relations it may 
in time to come lead to serious 
trouble, and it will always em- 
‘bitter the good feeling which other- 
-wise ought to exist between these 
‘two Oriental nations. British 
vopinion would, therefore, like to 
see a settlement of the Shantung 
“question made a condition of the 
renewal of the Alliance; the more 
‘so since Japan has been steadily 
and. persistently advised by Great 
‘Britain to take this course, and it 
‘seems that her refusal to do so is 
‘only actuated by the fear of public 
opinion which seems to dominate 
ther governing circles. : . 

+ Moreover, most people would like 


‘/“ to see some sort of clear definition 


as to how we stand with regard to 
Japan’s Imperialistic tendencies in 
Manchuria and Siberia. With these 
we have no sympathy, and we of 
course also shall under no cir- 
cumstances consent to tie our- 
selves up in a form which might 
seriously embroil us under certain 
circumstances with the United 
States. 
Worwp Prosiems. 


It is, therefore, to be hoped that 
the Japanese will regard this 
evidence of keen interest which the 
British public are taking in the 
question of the renewal of the 
Alliance as being purely sympathe- 
tic. We are not intending. to 
create trouble for Japan or for our- 
selves; we merely hope to con- 
tribute towards the settlement of 
world problems which are demand- 
ing immediate attention, unless we 
wish them in time to assume pro- 
portions which we may keenly re- 
gret later on. 





Canada Against Renewal 
London, Dee. 29. 

According to a “Times” tele- 
gram, the “Toronto Globe” opposes 
the renewal of the Anglo-Japanese 
Alliance. It declares that neither 
Power needs such an Alliance for 
defensive purposes, and points to 
the increasing friction between the 
United States and Japan concern- 
ing the status of Japanese settlers 
on the Pacific coast, in which ques- 
tion, it says, Great Britain and 
the Dominions are not concerned. 
It believes that Canada and Aus- 
tralia are more likely to side with 
the United States than with Japan, 
should a choice be necessary. 

The “Globe” adds: ‘Canada, 
treaty or no treaty, will feel no 
obligation to help Japan against 
the United States. The statesmen 
of the British Empire who are 
safeguarding Britain’s interests in 
the Far East doubtless understand 
that Canada can be no party to an 
international agreement that in- 
volves such a great risk.”"—Reuter. 





No Secret Clauses Whatever 


London, Jan. 4. 
Reuter learns that a high British 


authority announces that the 
suggestion, emanating from the 
United States, that there are 


secret clauses in the Anglo-Japan- 
ese Treaty, is absolutely devoid of 
foundation. Article Four of the 
Treaty effectively prevents in any 
contingency Great Britain taking 
the side of Japan against America 
—a point of view in which Japan 
fully concurs. 

It is realized that the events 
arising out of the war and the 
establishment of the League of 
Nations necessitate a readjustment 
of the Alliance, but it is unlikely 
That any consideration of this 
readjustment will be possible until 
the Dominions have been consulted. 
—Reuter. 








Hongkong’s Vice-Chancellor 


London, Dec. 31. 
Sir William Brunyate has accept- 





ed the Vice-Chancellorship of 
Hongkong University.—Reuter. 


YELLOW RIVER BRIDGE 





Tenders to Be Opened on , 
June 30 

fiw aies Peking, Jan. 1. 
fe Ministry of Communication 
has handed to Reuter’s Agu ce 
lengthy Statement of the facts 
connexion with the Yellow River 
Bridge. It is pointed out that the 
present structure, which is slightly 
over three kilometres in length, 
was only erected as a temporary 
expedient, for reasons of speed and 
financial ’ considerations, It 
started in 1901, and took five years 
to complete. Its life was Suarante- 
ed for 15 years, but, thanks to the 
maintenance engineers of the rail- 
way, the foundation and body are 


still safe, althouza the ld-yei 
guarantee will soon expire, 


was 


However, such a light and we: 
bridge cannot be maintained rm 
long, and the danger involved is 
very great. In the spring of 1918 
a Preparation Committee was 
established with a view to carrying 
out the preliminary work for the 
design of a permanent structure. 
The present Minister, when he took 
office, decided to have the con- 
struction of the new bridge com- 
pleted within the shortest possible 
time. Through the efforts of the 
Committee, specifications for the 
new bridge have been drawn up, 
together with plans of the river 
and railway line. 


Advertisements for tenders have 


been inserted in the leading news-- 


papers in China and foreign coun- 
tries. The prize to be awarded for 
the design has been increased, and 
the time limit extended, so as to 
enable the bridge experts to make 
a careful study of the problem. 
According to the present scheme, 
tenders will be opened on June 
30, next. 


The statement proceeds: 


_ “The bridge has important bearings 
in various aspects. The work is very 
difficult. Indeed it is not am exaggera-, 
tion to Say that the work wilk be ona 
of the engineering feats of the world. 
We have to consult all the exports, 
both at home and abroad. It is for 
this reason that a date has been fixed 
for submitting designs. As to the 
amount of money required ir such a 
construction, noone can say definitely 
before the complete design has been 
decided. If there is any expert who 
is able to. provide a better design with 
less experse, the Ministry of Oom- 
munications would be only too glad to 
secure the help of such a man.”’— 
—Reuter. 


Tue Central Government an- 
nounces that within recent times 
it has received no fewer than 180 
long telegrams from the people of 





various provinces regarding the 
matter of abolition or non-aboli- 
tion of the Tuchuns. As the Gov- 
ernment estimates the cost of the 
telegrams at over $50,000, it in- 
timates that it will no longer reply 
to messages of this character.— 
Having. as it were, “cut the 
cackle,” the Government might now 
“come to the ’osses.”” 
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THE POSITION IN 
KUANGSI 





A Period of Waiting 





KUANGTUNG MERCHANTS 
IN DANGER 


From Our Own Correspondent, 
Nanning, Dec. 17. 


1920 has been a very wet year 
and even now the rain seems lot? 
to leave us. Rice is cheap anl 
abundant and, the country people 
prosperous. 

This promised to be » record 
year for trade returns, but these 
silly little wars with Kuangtung 
have proved a heavy blow to busi- 
ness. 

The political situation is very 
uncertain, and the merchants do 
not know what is going to hap- 
pen next. Are the fire-eaters in 
Canton about to start another era 
of blood and slaughter, or is it ati 
bluff? Most of the trade here is 
in the hands of Kuangtung mer- 
chants and they fear the local 
mobs in case the situation gets out 
of hand. So far nothing has hap- 
pened to them, though the press 
has published lurid stories of 
atrocities committed by Canton 
people on hapless Kuangsi folk 
thare, and there have not been 
wanting agitators to suggest that 
now is the time for reprisals. As 
a great many men in this province 
have an intense dislike of work, 
and only exert themselves under 
the compulsion of an empty stom- 
ach and then very grudgingly, 
we have large numbers of idlers 
ready for anything in the way of 
mischief. Some merchants have 
already sent their families down 
to Hongkong for safety. 


Isrprovine Excuaner. 
Public confidence, which was bad- 
ly shaken in the local currency, has 
recovered somewhat. Last month 
$100 Hongkong cost $41 in 
Kuangsi notes, but the $141 has 
now been reduced to $137. 


Lu Yung-ting has left for Lung- 
chow (near the French border) 
where he has a residence. 


There are no evidences of any 
military activity here. Many sol- 
diers are returning from Kuang- 
tung vié’ Wuchow and they come by 
every motor boat. is 


In Arp oF THE Famine. 

Nanning is making an effort to 
do something for the famine in the 
north. The French Mission have 
united with the Chamber of Com- 
merce. None of the Protestant 
missions have had foreign pastors 
stationed here lately, but the 
Chinese pastors and _ preachers 
themselves have formed a commit- 
tee with Dr. Clift as chairman. 
He and half a dozen Chinese have 
been going from store to store in 
the city, asking for donations. 
Not many of the big firms have 
given very liberally so far, but 
one small shop, and that kept by 


a woman, subscribed $20 on the 
spot with a smile. Here, as in 
most places, it is the poor who are 
generous to the poor. 

For the first time since the Ro- 
volution the schools have been go- 
ing in strongly for sports and 
athletics ; and there were races and 
contests lasting for several days 
and patronized by the officials. 
Nanning went there by the thou- 
sand and thoroughly enjoyed it- 
self. The girl stadents took a 
prominent part as well. 


Tue Transport Sirvarion. 

Motor cars and buses run reg- 
ularly now between Nanning and 
Moming, 34 miles distant, a smatl 
city, the home of General Lu Yung- 
ting. When the road to Lungchow 
is complete they will run thera 
too—that is a distance of 180 miles. 
We still have not a mile of rail- 
way in this province, and all de- 
velopment is, therefore, hindered. 
It is really wonderful what the 
motor boats do accomplish, but the 
rivers are very difficult and dan- 
gerous to navigate in the dry sea- 
son. A system of locks at the 
worst rapids would revolutionize 
the West River traffic, but these 
would cost a million dollars and 
that million dollars is not forth. 
coming as things are at present. 


Tue Foreicn Coumcnity. 


There have been many changes in 
the foreign community. Both the 
Customs Commissioner and the 
Postal Commissioner are likely to 
goon leave soon. Mr. Anthony of 
the Standard Oil Co. has been 
transferred to Canton; and Mr. S. 
M. Kirkman has come to take his 
place. Mr. Hoekveen of the A. P. 
C. has returned from Hongkong, 
and Mr. Druitt, who was in Nan- 
ning temporarily, has gone back 
to Wuchow. The Rey. and Mrs. 
F. Christopherson of the Alliance 
Mission arrived to-day after a long 
furlough in America. The B. A. 
'f. house stands empty and forlorn 
It seems that no foreigner is com- 
ing to take charge, as the amount 
of business does not warrant that 
extra expense. 





Puoneric CuINeEsE. 

The phonetic system has caught 
on in Nanning. A teacher from 
Peking was brought here on pur- 
rose to introduce it; and he has 
almost more work now than he can 
do. Three hundred students ara 
taking night classes; and tho 
movement is bound to spread. Even 
though we are so far south, man- 
darin is the predominant lang- 
uage here. 





AccorpINe to the “Japan Gazet- 
te” the N.Y.K. learns that bunker 
coal is lacking in Calcutta, owing 
to the fact that freight cars are now 
largely occupied with the trans- 
portation of agricultural products, 
and the Indian Government has 
decided to curtail the supply of coal 
to steamships touching at Calcutta 
to only sufficient to enable them to 
proceed to Singapore to the east, 
Port Said to the west, or Durban 
to the south. 








SOUTHERN POLITICS 


Prospects of Peace 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Kingyuan, Kuangsi, Dec. 17. 

The military situation in south 
China between the forces of 
Kuangtung and Kuangsi which has. 
recently assumed alarming prepor- 
tions is at present presenting 
more reassuring prospect. 

It was feared that the Kuang- 
tung soldiers would attack Kuang- 
si Province from three quarters, 
viz. Pakhoi, Wuchow, and Huai- 
tsap. At these three centres the 
troops had assembled and seemed 
to be preparing for an attack. 
This caused consternation to_pre- 
vail in many quarters. Many 
families of the well-to-do  -classes. 
left their homes and hamlets and 
fled elsewhere for safety. The 
steamers, launches and river boats. 
were packed to their utmost 
capacity with frightened refuges: 
anxious to find a place of safety or 
seclusion. And as many of the 
steamers had to suspend opera- 
tions for a time, not caring to take 
the risk of running through the 
danger zone where the opposing’ 
forces were stationed, the rates on 
other steamers were often raised 
to an exorbitant figure. 


At the cities above mentioned 
anxiety and fear were rife, and. 
nearly every day brought con- 
flicting rumours that were far 
from reassuring. 

During the last few days a de- 
cided change has come over the 
people, for, the Kuangsi forces: 
seem to be Withdrawing from their: 
front line positions and each day 
sees fresh troops being towed to 
different districts farther removed’ 
from the place of danger. This: 
seems to indicate that the 
threatened attack upon this pro~ 


vince has been averted. What the 
future holds is hard fo surmise.. 
Many prophesy renewed activity 


as the new year draws near, though: 
others are more hopeful and be- 
lieve that diplomacy will prevail 
eventually and prevent bloodshed. 
It is well known that with Yunnan: 
opposed to the aspirations of the 
Kuangsi military party this pro~ 
vince is hemmed in on every side: 
and could not maintain a prolong- 
ed defensive warfare. 

This political unrest has caused 
a serious slump in business, and’ 
many of the launches that usually 
are overloaded with cargo are run- 
ning light. 








Ar a recent meeting of the Japan- 
ese Privy Council, it was de- 
cided to enact regulations whereby 
Koreans will be eligible as Japan- 
ese Consuls. The new regula 
tions, it is reported, are epoch- 
making as they mark a con- 
siderable improvement in the 
treatment accorded to the Koreans. 
For the first few years, it is prob- 
able that in Chientao and such re- 
gions where there are a great num- 
ber of Koreans resident, Koreans 
wifl be appointed as Consuls. 
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THE®SITUATION IN 
KUEICHOW 





Will Szechuan Attack ? 





A PLOT TO LOOT THE 
CAPITAL 


From Our Own Correspondent. 


Kueiyang, Kuei., Dec. 4. 

When the deputation arrived 
at Anshun and asked Mr. Ken to 
come to the capital ag Civil Gov- 
ernor of Kueichow he decided to 
make: terms with the militarists. 
He stipulated that he holds office 
for three months only and during 
that time they are to elect a per- 
manent man. Secondly, he has 
nothing to do with the finances, 
especially the raising of funds for 
military expenses; thirdly he does 
not take charge of the militia, or 
Yuchih brigade; and lastly at the 
end of the three months no matter 
who may exhort him, he will not 
accept office. His terms have been 
accepted, so he has arrived here and 
will take over the seals in a day 
or_two. 

Yesterday a man resembling the 
Taoyin Ho Chi-kang in appear- 
ance, was arrested on _ suspicion 
but was dismissed when he proved 
his identity. The incident has 
shown to the public that the men 
‘in power are determined to arrest 
Mr. Ho whenever he comes out of 
hiding. 

The magistrate from Chenning 
thas come in person to the capital 
to ask for instructions. He re- 
ports that the ex-Governor asked 
him for the money collected there, 
and having no alternative he paid 
over the sum of $2,000, but now he 
wants to know how to enter that 
sum as he has not $2,000 of pri- 
vate moncy to replace it if the 
authorities ask him.so to do. The 
‘Commander-in-Chief has told him 
that as it is gone he had better 
regard it as lost to the public ex- 
chequer. The same thing was 
evidently done by some one in 
General Liu’s party at the cities 
of Tsingchen, Anping, and An- 
‘shun, for deficits are reported from 
these places also. When General 
Liu left this city the party in 
power gave out that he had carried 
off the sum of $260,000 with him, 
and in view of the reports that 
‘have come to hand the people are 
inclined to accept it as true. 

A Darine Conspiracy. 

Last week a plot was discovered 
to loot several prominent places, 
including the different mission 
‘compounds in the city. ‘Two petty 
otiicers were shot because they were 
in command of the troops who were 
to take the lead in the looting. 
Since then things appear to be 
quict in the capital. The officers 
are vigilant and on the look out 
for trouble, and we have lately 
heard of one officer who called his 
men out ten times during the night 
in order that by calling the roll 
he might discover if any were 
absent. - 

It is reported that the Yunnan 
troops have left the province but 
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the city of Pichieh has suffered an 
awful setback on account of the 
soldiers being there for a time. 
Doors and windows were taken 
down and used as firewood, and 
the inmates will not be sorry if 
they do not see uniformed men 
again in a hurry. 
On tap Hunan Borvez. 

General Li Lieh-chun is still at 
Chenyuan and is practically tak- 
ing charge of eastern Kueichow. 
‘Lhe officials at ‘lungjen, Chen- 
yuan, 
ing abandoned their posts and run 
away, General Li appointed his 
mien to the positions and notified 
the authorities here asking them 
to contrm the appointments. 
Troops have been stationed at 
strategic positions along the Kuei- 
chow border on the Hunan side 
and traffic is stopped. It is not 
at all clear whether the Hunan 
officials desire to prevent General 
Li entering their province or 
whether General Wang Hsiao-shan 
is preparing for ‘an emergency. 
A letter received from Tungjea 
states that the military situation 
is quite tense there. The residents 
of the city and the soldiers are 
preparing for a clash with the 
Hunan troops either at Tungjen 
or nearby. Trouble is even more 
imminent at, Lungkikow and Yuan- 
chow. From Tsunyi on the nor- 
thern side we learn that all the 
soldiers previously stationed there 
have been rushed to the border 
as there may be more fighting. It 
is reported that General Hsieh 
supported by Lu Ping-chow is lead- 


and several other cities hav- 


REFORM AT LIUANCHOW 





A Hint to Business Houses 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Liuanchow An. Dee. 2%. 


The Prefect returned a few days 
ago. He was not successful in per- 
suading the Tuchun to remove the 
three “ying” of the “tuan,” and 
leave the one “ying” of the former 
commander Wang to look _ after 
'Limanchow. However his visit was 
not quite useless for he is reported 
to have brought back as baggage 
a “few iron bound boxes” and tho 
talk of soldiers paying themselves 
is for tho-time being, in abeyance, 
This is a great relief to many but 
some are wondering how long it 
will last. 


A good many proclamations are 
‘out as usual when a new man takes 
jover control. Carpenters and 
vermicelli makers are warned 
lagainst blocking the street with 
their lumber and frames. Still the 
boards are being dried on the 
streets. People who have been 
‘living in lanes and baok streets 
‘and gambling aro called upon to 
come out and enter upon 
legitimate business. Opium is con- 
demned in all its forms but pipe 
| heads are on nearly every little 
stall and some of the gentry just 
reek of the drug. It is anything 
but palatable to see the marks ani 
smell the drug on fine looking men- 
of 40 as I did only a few days ago. 
How is China to rise out of tho 


1 





ing an attack on Kueichow from!mire if such men, who are in their 


the province of Szechuan. 
these men belong to this province, 
so the party now in power fear they 
may endeavour to buy over the 
men. 

Bannatt1 Acctive. 


Several missionaries travelling 
between (Chungking and Tsunyi 
report that some other 
havo been delayed en route as the 
brigands want ransoms for them. 
$3,000 has been set as the price 
for one of them. The missionaries 
evidently did not suffer at the 
hands of those who delayed the 
others. 

Several telegrams. have been re- 
ceived at the China Inland Mission 
compound urging the missionaries 


Both! 


travellers 


prime and who are looked upon 
as leaders, cannot overcome their 
own cravings for the drug. 


The weather has been fairly mild 
so far. Palm trees are still flourish- 


ing, a thing I do not remember 
having noticed these 16 years. 
Hoar frost is in evidence most 


mornings and the contrast between 
noon and say 9 p.m. and 7 a.m, is 
very marked. : 


InsuFFICIENT ADDRESS. 


A few days ago I saw a parcel 
of medicines addressed to a “Mrs. 
So and So, of a business firm- 
Ershihlipu. Anhui.” Seeing there 
are four Ershiblipu’s round this 
city and probably as many round 


to codperate with the Roman pre 1 
Catholic. missionaries, the local] all the cities af the pean 
Chamber of Commerce and others| one wonders, | when, | 3h Sits 
in forming a local committee for| that _ parcel. Bie reacl Es van 
the purpose of raising funds for| tination. Why was at peal 
famine relief in northern China.| to this overland place e 


Steps are being taken to aid in 
this good work but it is not easy 
to raise funds just now. The con- 


dition of things in northwestern; 


husband of the lady was revorted 
in these columns a few weeks ago 
as being in the extreme south of 
the province. Parcels do not come 


Kueil is gfowii rt i insufficient 

Kueichow is growing serious and over-rapidly and such insu! 

rice is selling at $40 for the ten/addressing will not imrfove the 

bushels. service. We sincerely hone the 
: medicines were not an absolute 


ee 
—— 


A fire occurred on December 23 
at Kowloon Dockyard, a matshed 
belonging to the Asiatic Petroleum 


Co. being destroyed. The shed 
contained many thousands of 
pounds worth of valuable _ma- 


chinery, principally Diesel engines, 
and these were irreparably damag- 





ed. 


necessity, Perhaps firms or clients 
or both will be more careful in the 
future. A little imagination would 
have enabled the firm to know the 
address was too vague and a call 
‘over thé phone to tho head office 
of the other firm would probably 
have given them the name of the 
city near the Ershiblipu. in ques- 
tion. 
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astrous. To gain a crossing witl 
out a bridge has great i 
conveniences; but to run the risk 
of falling through the bad structure 
is almost equally harassing. 


MOSILIZING THE RICH 
IN HONAN 





A Masterly Touch 


From Our Own Correspondent. 


REVOLTING CRUELTY 


Huaiking, Ho., Dee. 17. : 
uaiking, Ho., Dee. 17 IN SHENSI 


The recent eight days of rain 
and snow were very welconie to the 
farmers of this district. Altogeth- 
er the land was moistened to a 
depth of seven inches or more. The 
autumn wheat on dry lands is 
especially invigorated by this rain 
and will prepare it better to with- 
stand the frosts of the coming win- 
ter. Cold, rain and snow increase : 
tho suffering of the famine stricken Sianfu, Dec. 20. 

people, but strengthen the hope of} When one considers the awful 
a good wheat crop for those who|Cndition of affairs which prevails 
survive until next wheat harvest.|in and around Shanyang, where 
Chiyuanhsien of course is the area |the people are eating the leaves 
especially hard hit having 200,000|f the trees in lieu of food, and 
people ‘almost wholly dependent) Mn, Selling their wives and 
upon outside help for the next:<tildren to save them from star- 
seven months. The Wenhsien official, {10% One cannot but feel that 
has arranged a p'ing t’iao to help Hee nearer the city of Sian, we 





Men Burned to Death 


MILITARY LAGGARDS AND 
THE ROBBERS 
From Our Own Correspondent. 











3 


: do y Know wi i: 
to supply and control the price offmeang’ “Wisle that eat ge amine 
cereals in his “hsien. owing to the very poor harvest 


Tar Muserty Rica. and the tremendous cost of living, 
-.. ithe poor have been reatly in- 

A few weeks ago a subscription| Li ae 
was started in Chiyuanhsien for |Creased and largo numbers of 
the assistance of the famine strick-|PCOPC are suffering great hardship 
jand not a few are absolutely 


en. The majority of those who| 3 iveli 
could subscribe did so and. fairly| “thou “ny means of livelihood. 


liberally; however, as is often| This suffering, moreover, is 
observed, the miserly rich did not | greatly intensified by the fact that 
respond. The Magistrate tried in‘certain districts are infested by 
many tactful ways to get some|bands of desveradoes, True, the 
wealthy uien to contribute to this;military are far more than suffi- 
worthy cause bnt with no satisfac-{cient to rid the province of all 
tory results. Finally he invited |these undesirables, but it does not 
them fo see him at the yamén one|Seem to be to the interest of the 
day about two weeks ago, WejMilitary to interfere with those 
know upon good authority that|"ho are probably their greatest 
thev are still within the yamén/|{tiends and patrons. Tt is not 
walls. Some say they are having a/°Mly believed by the people that 
prolonged visit, others say they the military are in league with the 
cannot tear themselves away; in|Tpbbers, but so openly expressed 
any case wo know that they have !gnat, there is possibly much justi- 
the privilege of having their food yeatom, for this feeling. Some 
sent to them from their homes and’ deagh  oacy mat, Was 
when their generous spirits arise |, 





0 roasted _to 
just one mile from Lin 





Janvary 8, 192t. 


jbut when the child was handed 
lover it was dead. The reason for 
the horrors has been to extort 
;mMoney and so terrible have peen 
their methods that although kid- 
napping is an almost daily praciice 
deaths are less frequent because 
the people pay the ransom im- 
mediately wherever that is pos- 
sible. One of the latest ransoms ¥ 
have heard of was Tls. 5,000. Re- 
cently in Ch’ik-shui a shop was 
surrounded by about 30 robbers; 
while proceedings were going on, 
the military, about 60 strong, living 
in the same street, were informed. 
but refused to interfere, while a 
dyer I know well was tied to a 
pillar in his own house by armed 
men while the visitors removed 
every bale of cloth from the build- 
ing. Shensi_ is groaning for 
deliverance from the present mili- 
tary system. 


Orrum: Growine Rire. 


Here, however, evils not only 
exist; they abound. How we did 
rejoice a few years ago to see 
this fertile plain transformed from 
an opium field to an expanse of 
golden grain. Trade in the drug 
became a crime and its victims 
wero greatly reduced. But now @ 
premium is put upon the trade, the 
finest shop in a town near by sells. 
nothing else. Hide it from the 
famine relief committees and from 
those who are giving of their 
poverty, bread, to feed the star- 
ving thousands of Shensi, but it 
is true. I have seen it. Seen the 
beautiful green wheat turned down 
by the plough to make room for 
the crop of opium which is to 
enrich Shensi’s rulers and damn 
the people. How one’s soul burns 
at seeing this waste! One does 
long for the day when China will 
bring forth out of this travail, one 
just and able patriot who wilF 
deliver her from this corruption. 


True, the Shensi rulers have 
done right, and openly, for some 
time ago an order went forth that 
opium growing was forbidden; the 
people obeyed, with the result 





to the extent of $200 or more each 
they may return home and sit 
Peseetally beside the parental fire- 
side. 


Hvarxrne Lunar Brince: 


The bridge crossing the Chin 
River at Huaiking has a span of 
about 100 vards. It collapses an- 
nually in the seventh month. Tt is 
reconstructed in the tenth month. 
It is supposed to be reconstructed 
in the ninth month but always dis- 
appoints. From the seventh to the 
tenth month traffic is seriously 
obstructed. During this period 
the public is dependent upon a few 
village boats to gain a crossing. If 
foreigners or strangers wish to 
eross they have to pay about four 
times the usual rate. A local cart 
may cross for seven coppers. a cart 
from an outside place may be glad 
to be helned across for 400 or 500 
cash, and if it is bad weather or 
after dark perhaps twice this sum. 


The uianagement of this bridge; but his wife died of fright. In one 
and erossing of the Chin River has;case a babe of about 
been so bad for many years that; 
its collapse and disappearance are; home and 


both looked upon as equally ‘dis- 
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T’ung gate—the headauarters of that the plain“has given the great- 
the command on the eastern side. ‘est promise of an abundant harvest: 
Now the people refrain from an- in the early summer; but, Shensi 
nouncing the whereabouts of the rulers have done wrong and 
robbers because the military insist secretly, for about the time for 
that. those who give information sowing the opium it was made 
must ride in the front of the troops known covertly that the poppy 
in pursuit of the outlaws, a condi-'might be grown subject to a tax 
tion which proclaims the informer of 86 to the mow. Is _ it to be 
land which virtually means certain ‘wondered at, that even a Chinese 
jdeath at the hands of those in- farmer will decline to work for 50° 
terested. per cent. interest, when 200 per 


Gai ant esronste cent. is proferred ‘him? 


The stories of cruelty that have 
been related to me are absolutely 
revolting and, but for cumulative 
levidence, incredible. In some 
cases the victims have been hung 
to trees while straw has been 
|burnt under their feet; others 
ave had paraffin poured on their . 
bodics and sometimes even sword 'S 
wounds are first inflicted, then the 

for 


very post briny 
otters to-day, 


andes 
similar 


oil is lighted. 


In one family, one brother was 
burned to death, the other escaped 





Sold in tins by all 
Chemists and Stores, 
throughout the Country: 


12 months 
was stolen; the father sold out his 
land and borrowed 
child, 





money to ransom his only 





Z 
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WUCHANG’S NEW CIVIL 
GOVERNOR 





Will He Come Back ? 





MILITARISTS’ INTRIGUE FOR 
THEIR FRIENDS 
From Our Own Correspondent. 
Wuchang, Dec. 25. 

Will Hsia Shou-k’ang become the 
Civil Goverpor of Hupeh in reality 
ag well as in name? His appoint- 
ment was the work of the friends 
of Hupeh, for Li Yuan-hung and 
Chou Hsu-mo, who seem to have 
been mainly ‘responsible for his 
nomination, are not only Hupeh 
men themselves, but mien who wish 
to see Hupeh governed by a Hupeh 
civilian of scholarship and distinc- 
tion. 

Governor Hsia is said to be a 
man of the elder scholarly class 
and of the old methods, but yet 
one who is no time-server, whose 
dignity and reputation carry great 


weight, and who it was expected 
would be a staunch friend of 
Hupeh. 


It is well known how Governor 
Hsia was induced to leave Wu- 
chang so abruptly, just after his 
first arrival: he had no “soldier 
power,” no troops to enforce his 
instalment as the Civil Governor, 
and one of the Iilitary Governor’s 
most powerful officers, General 
Sun, was greatly opposed to his 
appointment. It is perhaps not 
very difficult to ‘say why. Some 
assert that Civil Governor Ho was 
moved away in the hone that an- 
other of the Shantung cliaue 
micht be installed. Wang and his 
leading men almost all hail from 
Shantung, and perchance General 
Sun hoped that Mr. Sun, a relative 
of his, and private secretary of 
Governor Wang’s, might gain the 
post. 


A Broan Hix. 

Anyhow, the popular story runs 
that General Sun went to interview 
Hsia on his arrival and ‘told him 
in graphic style how hard was the 
fate of the soldiers: they had re- 
ceived no pay for several months: 
he hoped Governor Hsia would 
take immediate steps to raise 
money to settle the formidable 
arreats:otherwise—and here came 
the threat—General Sun would 
of course take no respon- 
sibility for the action of the troops. 
They might be exnected to mutiny 
at any moment. Hsia felt he was 
in a tight corner and left Wuchang 
hurriedly to manage his affairs 
from Hankow. Various efforts have 
been made to heal the breach be- 
tween Wang and Hsia, but not so 
far with any great success. 

The visit of the President’s re- 
presentative, Wang, seemed to have 
convinced General Wang that he 
must make the best of a had job 
and do his utmost to welcome Hsia. 
who refuses even after such treat- 
ment to take the hint’ and resign. 
Anyhow, the departure of. General 
Sun: and many of his troops to 


Ichang has opened the way for 
Hsia’s return -across the Yangtze. 

Up to the time of writing his 
Excellency still feels it unwise to 
leave the friendly security of the 
Concession, and transacts his busi- 
ness from Hankow. 


Tua Tucuen axp His Critics. 

Wang Tuchun, people say, is 
richer than ever: the Government 
gently encouraged him to disband 
some of his numerous troops by 
witholding their pay for a season, 
but Wang, with exemplary devotion 
to the welfare of his soldiers, raised 
money locally to meet the crisis, 
and even perhaps advanced a few 
dollars out of his own exchequer. 
He is not going to be outwitted by 
the Central Government. 

It is interesting to hear of all 
the commercial enterprises with 
which the Military Governor is 
supposed to be associated: firms 
that make leather boots and shoes, 
who incidentally make military 
boots and shoes for the Tuchun’s 
troops: firms that make military 
uniforms, and find their chief 
client in the Military Governor of 
the Province—surely a most hxppy 
and amicable arrangement, 

“What party does Tuchun Wang 
really belong to?? someone asked 





the other day. “Well, he's a 
“ch'i-ch'iang-ti” (BEM fy) (sits 
on the hedge)” said one. “No, he 


‘belongs to the ‘‘fa-ts’ai-tang” ( #E 
Su %) (“money-making party”), 
said another. 

All the same Tuchun Wang is an 
able and successful Governor: 
have never heard of any nasty 
charges being brought against any 
of his troops in the city: they are 
quiet and orderly, and appear. to 
be weli in hand. 


Scuorars’ Hep ror THe Fawrne. 


It is interesting to hear how the 
scholars of various schools are 
denying themselves some of the 
usual festivities of the Christmas 
season, so that they may send larg- 
er contributions to the Famine 
Relief Fund. The Union Normal 
School students have been spirit- 
ed enough to do some heavy manual 
labour developing their new  com- 
pound and so ening money for the 
same funds. They have also been 
making excellent copies of health 
and hygiene charts and maps for the 
same purpose. Such work is 
within the reach of many students, 
who might show in this way the 
reality of their patriotic spirit. 


Tcstice Speevep Ur. 


There was an interesting scene 
the other day near one of the 
gates of the city. A thief had 
been caught redhanded stealing 
his neighbour’s chickens, and in- 
stead of going to all the trouble 
and expense of lawsuits, or even 
bribing the police to take up the 
matter, the angry neighbours took 
affairs into their own hands. They 
hurried the Juckless man with 
hefty bamboo poles along the 
streets, tied him in a suitable 
position by the roadside and can- 
ed him with a heartiness worthy 
of = old-time pedagogue in .Eng- 
land. 





THE WORRIES OF WUSUEH 





Bribes to Placate the Soldiers 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Wusueh, Hup., Dec, 31. 


The year closes with the soldier 
menace still with us, but so far 
the town has escaped the fate oF 
the many places which have been 
looted this year. But only by pay- 
ing up. A short time ago shots 
rang out about 9.30 in the evening, 


but after about 30 had been fired 
things grew quiet again. The next 
morning it was known that the 


Trade Guild had paid out a further 
large sum, and the situation eased 
off again—till next time! It is 
pathetic to see the efforts of the 
people to “buy” the good will of 
the soldiers. For instance at 
Kuangtsi some time ago the local 
troops beat off a band of mutinous 
troops that came intent on 
plunder. It was an affair of rifle fire 
at long range, and no one was hurt, 
as the mutinous soldiers cleared 
off. For these services the local 
soldiers were féted by all and 
sundry, and each presented with a 
silver medallion for his bravery. 
Individually many of these soldiers 
are decent enough, but they get 
no pay to speak of, and either have 
to loot or starve. 

Savep From a Hipeous Deara. 

Lynch law still prevails in many 
country districts around here, 
where it is found easier and 
guicker for the clan to administer 
justice than go through the tortuous 
channels of the law. An interest- 
ing case came to my notice a short 
time ago. In the neighbourhood 
east of Kuangtsi there is a Jarge 
stretch of sparsely inhabited 
country called the “great east.” A 
certain family found’ that through 
a trick on the part of the middle- 
man, their son was betrothed to a 
girl already betrothed to another 
family. and both families were 
preparing for a marriage with only 
one bride between them. Tho 
matter was investigated, and the 
clan of the guilty man passed upon 
im the sentence of death by bury- 
ing alive. . 

Quite a number of such cases 
have happened there during recent 
years. The culprit was bound and 
‘accompanied by a large crowd 
escorted to a hill side where a 
grave was dug. Fortunately, how- 
ever, a kindiy Catholic priess 
happened to hear what was soing 
forward, and came post haste to 
intercede for the man. It — was 
with great difficulty he persuaded 
the clan to remit the semence of 
death, and demand only a big feast 
by way of apology. Even then the 
priest felt none too sure of things 
so he took the man with him to a 
place of safety. 

The river is falling rapidly and 
the steamers are finding difficulty 
negotiating certain’ shallow places. 
The local electric light works have 
had a run of bad luck, minor re- 
pairs to the machinery causing the 
town to be in darkness off and on 














for some ten days. Trade is dull 
and the large shops afraid to stock 
more stuff than really necessary. 


=| : 
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


68 


THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD. 


January 8, 1921. 





A DISTRACTED CITY 
iN HUNAN 





Soldiers in Uhenchow | 





BUSINESS DEAD AND 

GLUUMY PRUSPECTS 

From Qur Own Correspondent, 

Chenchow, Hu., Dee. 18. 

Nobody sees to know wnat ail 
the movements of soldiers are 
avout, ‘Lhe town is full and some 
are coming and going all the time. 
‘ue Souchern forces that were 
- located at ichang and on the Can- 
ton border have all been brought 
back, and rumour has it that they 
are getting ready to declare their 
independence of General Chao, 
that General Chen Chien is at 
Liling and he is going to try to 
get a hold on the army again, and 
some of the soldiers are going to- 
ward that direction to help him. 
Most of this and a great deal more 
is mere rumour, but meanwhile this 


poor town becomes more distracted 
all the time, 


For Fear or Troops, 


There has been little or no busi- 
ness all the autumn, and now the 
soldiers come with ’ nothing but 
paper money. That is discounted 


to take it at any price. The coun- 
try people simply refuse to come 
into town, and there is very little 
of anything to buy. The vegetable 
taarket is pitifully scant. There 
has been no pork publicly sold for 
weeks, and if people want pork 
they must find out some one who is 
going to kill and give orders the 
night before. The rice shops have 
simply closed down and any one 
carrying rice on the streets is com- 
mandeered by the soldiers and 
often given only a small fraction 
of what his load is worth and that 
in useless paper money. Con- 
sequently rice shops have. simply 
e”ptied their shops and do busi- 
ness secretly. 


The Chamber of Commerce has 
been asked and had to give $10,000 
in cash. As one of the merchants 
said to me, “If we only could get 
rid of our worthless paper on them 
it wouldn’t be so bad.’? Another 
reason for the dullness of business 
is that no able bodied man is will- 
ing to risk coming on to the 
streets and be commandeered as 2 
coolie for the soldiers. Every day 
reports come of men who have 
never carried loads being pressed 
into this service with nothing but 
+ little rice on the roads and often 
at night no co forts and locked 
into rooms like beasts. This has 
simply kept — people from the 
streets and business is so dull that 
many shops report loss of capital 
to such an extent thet they will not 
onen next year unless things get} 
eek 


General Chen arrived recently 
and was received with great ac- 
claim by the soldiery and “‘hood- 
lums’”- of the town. I am afraid 
there was not much real rejoicin; 











one half and no one really wants |. 





in the hearts of the business peo- 
ple over his arrival. 

The Presbyterians are rebuilding 
their girls’ school building. The 
hospital has succeeded in obtaining 


move about without 
reasons. 


exceptional 


Tas Way anp Wwprerore. 
No one on the streets knew any- 


all the land it wants for a wo-jthing about the why and _ the 
men’s hospital adjoining the men’s' wherefore of this sudden 0.¢e- 
hospita! and the wall is nearing|ment. It has evidently emanated 
completion. fom the powers that be as_ they 
still continue in power. Tho 

Tut Propose Rattway. iiuirderod ‘mmet—for ‘they. werd 0b 

A party of engineers came! judicially executed, not even by 
through Chenchow to look after|any process of martial law, they 


the survey of the railway which was 
interrupted by the war six years 
ago. At that tive the survey had 


just been completed, and it was! 


reported that in September, 1914, 
the actual construction work would 
be begun here ard at other places 
along the line. “he engineers have 
gone south to look up the southern 
end of the section, but it has 20 
been learned what amount of wor! 
is contemplated. Surely it would 
be a hoon to this section to have 
the railroad. 








CHRISTMAS IN CHANGSHA 





Li Chung-lin Murdered 





FIVE OTHER OFFICIALS 
AMONG THE SLAIN 


Frem Our Own Correspondent. 


Changsha Dee. 27. 

Most people were awakened ver; 
early on Christmas morning by vhe 
too familiar sound of rifle firing. 
It was evident from the amount of 
noise that something unusual was 
happening. At dawn, it gradually 
became known that no one was 
allowed to enter or leave the city 
and that the main streets were also 
shut off from ordinary trafic. Then 
it leaked out -brigadier general Li 
Chung-lin was lying dead at the 
Niehkungkuan near the Liuyang 
Gate which had been commandeer- 
ed first by the northern soldiers as 
the headquarters of the Lith 
Division, and later by the 
southerners as Li Chung-lin’s 
headquarters. Five others had 
also been killed, none of whom are 
known in the foreign press. Tho 
provincial treasurer had had a 
narrow escape. For some time his 
name was added to the list of those 
killed; but it now seems that he 
managed to “resign”—in other 
words, he got away in the nick of 
ime. For a few hours General 
Ti’s head was hung up on one cf 
the streets; but before midday it 
was removed. All day long, there 
was more or less interference with 





were assasinated, one by beheading 
the others by shooting—were all 
,connected, at least by popular ze- 
pute with the Ch’en Ch’ien party. 
They were concerned with the 
movement which drove Chao Heng- 
ti from power a few wecks back. 
What was the special cause of this 
outbreak at this juncture, I have 
not met anyone who could give a 
rational account. Such things as 
that they had planned to rob and 
loot the city on the 26th instant 
are merely the sort of things that 
murderers will say. One of general 
Li’s staff told me that he had 
definitely warned his chief not to 
come, but he had persisted in co™- 
ing and had had an interview .with 
Chao Heng-ti on the evening of the 
24th; indeed it was only some nine 
hours from the time of his leaving 
headquarters to his being called 
out of bed and beheaded. - 


Troops were despatched to Liling 
yesterday and there are rumours 
that Gen. Li’s men have fled 
taking such things as they could 
before starting. 


i 





Hunan anp Hureu. 


Extra Hupeh men arrived at 3 
a.m. on Christmas morning. Hupeh 
men are guarding the city gates 
and walls. These men are paid by 
Hunan and are altogether opposed. 
to Wang Chan-yuan as far as they 
are personally concerned. The 
wildest rumours are afloat as to 
what Hunan is planning to do with 
regard to Hupeh. One hears from 
this man that it was the murdered 
men who wanted to turn out Wang; 
from others that it was the party 
that murdered them. Li Lieh- 
chun, who still hankers after 
Kiangsi, is in the southwest 
corner of the province, at Hung- 
chiang. His movements are as 
differently reported as are the in- 
clinations of the various cliques 
who are now engaged in the game 
of murdering’ each other. There 
is no doubt that Chao Heng-ti and 
his party would have been unable 
to stay in power after his  dis- 
astrous retreaé a few weeks back 
without some action of this sort. 


The civil governor stayed in bis 


ihe aes but im he, aterm; [avn priate hore fo sae bu 
Seer rere AE ehidentiy| he is back in his office. There are 


hent on getting news from any- 
hody else. There were no signs of 
‘ear or of hurry, as there always 
‘vas at such times when the norther- 
ners were in power. But there was 
little or no transport of merchan- 
Aise. The ricshas were plying for 
hire and although not so numerous 
resale + t 
‘ending idle for long. Soon aft 
ck. the streets were quit 
pty and no one was able to 





representatives in the city from all 
the varying parties and cliques of 
the republic, probably not one is 
without hope of gaining some 
amount of support, at least in pro- 
mises; probably also, not one who 
would take any promise at its face 
value. 


Apart from this political més, 
Christmas was a typical mid-China 
autumn day. Since then we have 
had clouds, but mo rain. 
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HANGCHOW NOTES 





Assembly’s Denunciation of 
Lotteries 
From Our Own Correspondent, 


Hangchow, Dec. 31. 


Before the prorogation of the 
Provincial Assembly one of the best 


measures of the session was 
passed, namely, a vote against 
the lottery system for raising 


charitable funds. This in spite of 
heavy pressure from Wenchow and 
aichow where aid from lottery 
funds is sought to alleviate famine 
conditions. The Governor is asked 
to ubolish the system and separate 
means are being devised to give 
help to the suffering parts of 
Chékiang. : 

The Church Missionary Society 
gave its usual Christmas entertain- 
ment in the Lecture Hall on 
Christmas Day. Time was when 
the hall could accommodate the 
members of each of the five 
Churches at one time, but, for the 
past few years, owing to the growth 
‘of. the Churches, the combined 
Christmas gathering has become 
impossible. Fully a thousand per- 
sons assembled in the beautifully 
decorated hall at 2.30, and from 
that hour till 5.30 never flagged in 
interest in the attractive pro- 
gramme prepared for their enjoy- 
ment. 


A New Year PROCESSION. 
Jan. 3. 


The New Year was ushered in 
by the Chinese with even more 
enthusiasm than on former occa- 
sions. early hour the 
different and_ merchant 
bodies, as also the Military and 
Government, wera represented in 
the streets by processions headed 
by bands and the national flag. 
Tho display of the latter over all 
the public offices showed a striking 
colour in the grey. and mud_of 
these weeks. A pleasant. addition 
tine set in with a new year’s snow- 
storm to-day and lends a happier 
aspect to the waving emblem of 
the republic. . 

masa meeting of all 
The in churches took place 
in the lecture hall on the Saturday 
afternoon. sk: 

The Chamber of Commerce wires 
to Peking the strong advisability 
of waiving the question of yet an- 
other supertax on money-changing, 
owing to strong protest on all sides. 
Though the tax is for famine relief 
it is felt that the people are doing 
all they can in . this direction. 
The appeal is being considered in 
the Home Office. 

A central office has been opened 
in the city to deal with the famine 
relief road making, chiefly the 
main highways linking Wenchow, 


-T’aichow and Hangchow with the 


Fukien province. , Laity 
The Governor is having his life 
made a burden by letters of censure 
from members of the Provincial 
‘Assembly over his laxity in sus- 
pending inefficient magistrates in 
Bhaohsing and other places. 


THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD. 


On the 6th and 7th instants meet- 
ings of the Primary Schools’ 
Faculty are advertised to record 
progress in the use of the phonetic 
system, and, to consider further 
steps in the system. There is still 
much divergence of opinion to the 
use of local “aids” in the sound- 
table. 

It is a curious paradox that, in 
the trade returns at the close of 
the year the making of paper- 
money stands at the top of the list 
as to “improvement in trade on 
last year’s returns.” One . would 
suppose that, at least, this “means 
of livelihood” would wait for th2 
old system calendar to present re- 
turns. An instance of China’s 
contradictions ! 

At the monthly meeting of the 
Missionary Association on Tues- 
day, Dr. W. H. Hudson of Kashing 
presented an able paper on “Cur- 
rent spiritual conceptions among 
the Chinese.” In an_ interesting 
discussion some remarkable cures 
of demon-possession were reported. 

It has been snowing for four 
days more or less—the ground is 
some eight inches deep with it now 
and icicles 18 in. long were found 
hanging from the south eaves of 
the houses on Monday morning, 
and water in the ewers was covered 
with ice. ¢ 








TAMING THE BRIGANDS 
OF SZECHUAN 





A Military Proclamation 
From Our Own Correspondent, 


Mienchow, Sze., Dec. 15. 


A proclamation has been put out 
here to-day signed by six generals 
who say they are acting for Liu 
Tsen-hou. Liu Hsiang is one, the 
names of two others are T’ien and 
Chen, I forget the other three. 
The proclamation says that _ bri- 
gands are not to be received as 
soldiers and that severe punish- 
ments will be meted out to officers 
who do recruit them. I am_ told 
that a major was executed here the 
other day for this offence. If this 
means that earnest endeavours are 
to be made to deal with the 
brigand question the news is 
heartily welcome. 

Brigands are very troublesome at 
present. The road between here 
and Chéngtu is infested with them. 
The other day a load was sent from 
Chéngtu containing some of the 
belongings of an ex-student of the 
Christian University there. About 
half way on the road the two boxes 
were held up by brigands who 
ransacked them, and took every- 
thing useful, and much that to them 
was not useful, e.g., notebooks, etc., 
the fruit of years of work. Men 
will even be relieved of the clothes 
from their backs. At the begin- 
ning of this term several of the 
boys here lost money and clothes 
while on the road to school, hav- 
ing had them stolen by these 
thieves. Many ex-soldiers have 
recently turned brigands. 


It is said on the street that Lu 
Ch’ao has gone to Shanghai where 
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he has invested much of the money 
he made while he was here. 


Taw EarTaquass. 
Dec. 18. 

On the night of the 16th instant 
at 7.15 p.m. by our clocks here 
there was quite a notable earth- 
quake. A stronger or longer shock 
people say than has not occurred 
for many years. Opinions differ 
as to how long it lasted. Calcula- 
tions vary between 30 seconds and 
two minutes or even longer. There 
can be no question about the fact 
that it was a very palpable 
shaking. I was sitting chatting 
with one of the schoolmasters 
when suddenly the house seemed 
as though Samson had got hold of 
it and was giving it a severe shak- 
ing preparatory to toppling it over. 
As far as I remember it is my first 
experience of an earthquake and it 
induced a curious feeling of crisis 
from which there was no escape; 
and in which one was quite help- 
less. My colleague who realized at 
once what it was, said “let us go 
outside.” A glance at a watch 
gave the time as above. When I 
went upstairs a few minutes later 
I found that a large clock had 
stopped at 7.15. The buildings do 
not appear to have suffered except 
that certain fissures in a concrete 
wall seem to be larger than before. 


A Lvoxy Coincrpence. 


The schoolboys who were all at 
their evening preparation rushed. 
out in a fright. One of thom told 
me afterwards that in the second 
year of the Republic on the 17th 
of the 7th month they experienced 
a shock at his native village, 
place called Luikuping. Two or 
three houses outside of the village 


fell down. This took place 
in the afternoon. Fortunately (1!) 
there were  brigands in the 


neighbourhood and they were just 


on their way to loot the village, 
some hundreds strong. The in- 
habitants of the doomed cottages 


had turned out to see them pasa 
when tho earthquake occurred and 
so escaped being caught in ths 
catastrophe. 

We are waiting with interest to 
hear from other places as to last 
Friday’s event. 








Chinese Students in Japan 
Tokio —The Chinese students in 
Tokio are in difficulties on ac- 
count of the lack of remittances 
from home, owing to the | famine, 
etc., and are demanding a loan of 
Yen 100 each from the Chinese 
Superintendent of Students. Some 
200 of them besieged the latter’s 
house until late last night, until 
he promised them relief.—Reuter. 





Orpers have been issued for « 
half crew to be despatched from 
Devonport tc the China station to 
join the river gunboat Cicala. At 
the same time, the Cicala is to be 
transferred for manning purposes 
from Chatham to Devonport 80 
that pending the arrival of ths 
other half of the new Devonport 
crew the Cicala will be manned by 
half crews from Devonport and 
Chatham respectively. 
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THE GOVERNMENT AND 
THE FAMINE 





Local Committee’s Criticism 


At the weekly meeting ‘of the 
Chinese Foreign Famine Relief 
Committee held on December 29 a 
further $50,000 was voted to buy 
grain in Manchuria. Grain-trains 
are now passing through Tientsin 
daily, and a total of 7,000 tons of 
grain is expected to be delivered 
at the famine-dumps by the end 
of the year. 


It was further decided to pur- 
chase 10,000 wadded garments for 
distribution in Honan and Shan- 
tung, and Chihli. 


The question of the Government 
proposals for dealing with the pro- 
Posed $41,000,000 loan (guaranteed 
on the surtax) was considered. 
The proposal is for 90 per cent. to 
be administered by the Govern- 
ment Famine Relief Bureau and 
10 per cent. by the Peking Interna- 
tional Famine Relief Committee. 


This proposal is not to the mind 
of the Peking International Famine 
Relief Com» ittee, and the Tientsin 
Famine Relief Committee has pro- 
tested against such allocation of 
this loan. It is of interest to know 
that the Government proposal in- 
volves the spending by them of 
the surtax-funds in embankment- 
building, etc., in connexion with the 
new railways, Chefoo to Weihsien 
and Shihkiachuang to Tsangchow, 
and $500,000 has been sent to the 
Peking-Hankow and _ Tientsin- 
Pukow Railways to have this work 
begun! 


In his communication to the 
Press announcing this arrangement 
the Minister of Communications 
o™itted to mention that the frozen 
state of the ground will not allow 
of building up embankments or any 
other railway construction work 
until the Spring! Meanwhile the 
people are dying for lack of food 
and clothing. It is to be wonder- 
ed how much of this surtax will Le 
available for the famine sufferers! 
The Committee has asked the 
Shanghai General Chamber of 
Commerce and the Chinese Cham- 
ber of Commerce to protest against 
the proposals of the Chinese Gov- 
ernment, and however effective the 
Chinese protest will be, it is be- 
lieved the foreign business interests 
could make representations through 
their Ministers in Peking and so 
prevent this surtax loan from be- 
ing handled by any but the re- 
cognized Famine Relief Committees 
in Tientsm, Peking, Shanghai, 
Kaifeng, etc. Certainly there is 
no guarantee at all in the Govern- 
ment proposals notwithstanding 
their appointment of an  Audit- 
Board in Peking. What is wanted 
is that this surtax money be sent 
to the right people for distribution 
and that it be used to buy food 
now. Railway construction schemes 
are of no avail until the Spring, 
and it is a matter of speculation 
whether the Government proposals 
are anything more than words. 








CHINESE FOREIGN 
FAMINE RELIEF 





The Weekly Contributions 


The following is the list of con- 
tributions to the above fund for 
the week ending January 1:— 


Previously acknowledged $232,- 
776.96; Chin Hou Sen 8; Dao Z- 
lin 5; Community Christmas cele- 
bration Methodist Mission, Soo- 
chow—School, Hospital and Church 
595; Soochow University Students 
for foreign children 40; Soochow 
University Students saving by not 
eating meat 105.55; 2 to C Mum- 
mery 10; Chinese community in 
Sourabaiji 900; Interest at 20 per 


cent. to date $201.44; Total $234.- 
641.93. 

Previously acknowledged  TIs. 
93,093.89; C. F. F. R. London 


Office £65.28. 6d. at 4/34 303.49; 
John H. Osborne 1,000: Interest at 
20 per cent. to date Tis. 123.94; 
Total Tls. 94,521.32. 


Grain anp Money. 


Mr. Wm. E. Souter, Chairman 
of the Distribution Committee 
writes :— 


At our General Committee meet- 
ing held on Tuesday night we 
agreed to the allocation in Chibli 
province of 700 tons of grain in 
south Sienhsien, Tsangchow, Chi- 
chow, Hokienfu, Ningho all under 
organized Committees in_ these 
places working with the Tientsin 
International Famine Relief Com- 
mittee. 


A further sum of 250.000 was 
voted to purchase grain in Man- 
churia (through the Tientsin Com- 
mittee) and $30.000 of this is to go 
to the Honan Famine Relief Com- 
mittee, Kaifeng, where Bishop 
White is now in charge of the 
field-distribution. 

$3,000 was voted 
saving infants in Honan 
Chengchow as a centre. 

#2,C00 was granted to St. Joseph’s 
Hospital and Orphanage, Shang- 
hai, where they now have famine 
refugees—principally  boys—under 
their care. 


for work of 
with 


Roapwork Inpossiste in WINTER. 


It was agreed that we support 
the Tientsin Famine Relief Com- 
mittee in its appeal to the Pre- 
sident of China urging that money 
be not at present voted to road 
and railway building where condi- 
ditions were such that there would 
be very material leakage of funds 
and when the state of the frozen 
ground made such work extremely 
costly if indeed practicable at all. 
We urge that food to keep the 
people alive over the winter is the 
only need now. In the spring, 
road and railway work would be 
practicable. 

Our delegates, now visiting the 
famine-areas to consult with the 
famine Committees, send reports 
by the way, and we hope to have 
their full report by next week 
when our work of an equitable 
distribution of our funds will be 
made easier 





TYPHUS IN THE FAMINE 
AREA 





Two Doctors Going From 
"Shanghai 


Reports from several centres of 
the famine area state that among 
the Chinese sufferers a number of 
cases of typhus have occurred. 
Typhus—also spoken of as famine 
fever—is the disease most dreaded 
in the course of a calamity such as 
the present, and many will recollect 
the havoc it wrought during the 
famine of 1907 when many 
thousands of Chinese died as well 
as foreign workers, 

In the present case a band of 10 
foreign and 20 Chinese doctors in 
the north are ready to fight the 
epidemic, but the trouble has been 
that among their number is no one 
with experience in dealing with 
such an outbreak on a large scale. 
With this in view an application 
was made to Shanghai in the hope 
that somebody with the necessary 
experience might be available. The 
local committee have succeeded in 
their quest, and last night a party 
of three doctors left for the scene 
of the outbreak. Among this party 
is Dr. H. G. Barrie, who, when 
serving with the British Army in 
Servia, was engaged in combating 
typhus epidemics. His presence 
in China at this juncture is indeed 
fortunate. At considerable  per- 
sonal sacrifice Dr. Barrie volunteer- 
ed to take part in the work in the 
famine-stricken provinces, and in 
view of the dangers of a great 
spread of the disease his action is 
most public-spirited. He goes 
first. to Tsinanfu, and then to 
Peking and Tientsin and to the 
various famine centres to organize 
the necessary measures. 

He is accompanied by Dr. W. W. 
Peter, of the Medical Educational 
Union, and Dr. Ford, an American 
doctor who was recently in Siberia. 


— 


Famine Labour on New 
\ Railways 


Peking, Jan. 5. 


The proceeds of the railway sur- 
tax will be utilized for the con- 
struction of the Chefoo-Weihsien 
and Tsangchow-Chenting railways 
with famine labour. These rail- 
ways have been chosen because they 
are already surveyed and famine 
sufferers could be employed on 
them immediately, but the famine 
revenues will be utilized solely for 
manual labour. 


Regarding the question whether 
direct monetary assistance would 
be preferable, the Government 
argues that it is reasonable to use 
departmental surtaxes for the im- 
provement and extension of the 
services from which they are deriv- 
ed while using other famine funds 
for monetary aid. 

Some | Chinese opposition to this 
Policy is being offered, but it is 
officially stated that it emanates 
from parties interested in railway 
construction.—Renter, 


Janvany 8, 1921. ” 
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THE WORK OF FAMINE 
RELIEF 





The Dilemma of the Workers 


“There is no human possibility in 
sight to carry the worst sufferers 
straight through.” In a hush that 
could be felt, so spoke Dr. Leslie, 
the treasurer of the famine fund 
of the Canadian Presbyterian 
Mission, during a discussion of the 
situation in North Honan. To the 
Mission’s Famine Committee, 
which was then meeting at Wei- 
hhwei, on December 21 and 22, he 
had just reported that up to date 
from all sources over $80,000 Mex. 
for relief purposes had come into 
his hands as treasurer. The pre- 
sent rate of exchange had turned 
out greatly in favour of the  suf- 
ferors: but even so, and notwith- 
standing that $2 Mex. a month is 
sufficient to provide food to keep 
‘ong individual alive to the end of 
the famine, the need presses on 
such a gigantic scale ag to make it 
impracticable with the _ resourcet 
in sight tc save every sufferer. The 
alternative that emerged in the 
course of the discussions was, 
either to keep all for part of the 
time, or some for the whole of 
the time. 


Breach 1N THE River Dyke. 


The Committee decided to use 
the bulk of the funds at its dis- 
posal for the jmportation of grain: 
this grain to be used for wages. 
public works or the opening of 
grain-selling depots at a cheap 
price, according as local circum- 
stances may determine: and then, 
when the worst comes to the 
worst, direct distribution will be 
made to as many as it is possible 
to save. The funds that are. or 
may be available, it hag been 
reserved to allocate to the different 
stations of the mission with special 








regard to the degree of suffering 
known to exist as follows: 
Changte, 50 per cent.; Weihwei, 
17 per cent.; Wuan, 15 per cent. ; 
Huaiking, 10 per cent. 5 Taok’ou. 
4 per cent.; Siu-wu, 4 per cent. 


To safeguard the funds and secure 


that they will be — scrunulously 
devoted to the purposes for which 
they have been contributed. 


ving preference so far as pos- 
sible to methods that do not pau- 
perize, it was determined that, all 
money sent to the mission will be 
disbursed by | the — Canadian 
Presbyterian Famine Relief Execu- 
tive, independently of Chinese 
organizations. Apart from the 
migsion’s own fund the sum_ of 
$674,000 Mex. is known to have 
come for relief measures in the 
famine areas of North Honan. 


A large number of reports on 
the state of the different districts 
were presented, but it is impos- 
sible to reproduce these fully. The 
Rev. J. A. Mowatt mentioned the 
outbreak of an epidemic of 
influenza in the Huaiking district, 
and in another district the pre- 
sence of smallpox. It also trans- 
pired that agents for famine relief 
organizations from various | parts 
of China were competing with one 
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another for railway trucks and so 
raising the price of grain. 

The Rev. W. H. Grant dealt 
with the Weihwei prefecture, and 
said that nothing could be 
attempted in the way of irrigation 
owing to the scant water supply. 
Officials had asked for $50,000 to 
sink 500 wells. 


PREPARING FOR THE WorST. 

Dealing with four of the counties 
in Weihwei, the Rev. Dr. MacVicar 
statcd that the chief suffering was 
in the neighbourhood of the Yellow 
River which had spilled over 
considerable territory, destroying 
what scant crops there had been. 





Canadian Churches’ 
Munificence 
From Dr. Griffith. 


Changteho, Jan. 2. 
The Churches of Canada have 
cabled a Christmas gift of $500,000 
gold for Famine Relief in Honan 
province, where two Canadian mis- 
sions are working. 
Repty To AppEAL TO CANADIAN 
GovERNMENT. 
From Our Own Correspondent. 
Kaifeng, Dec. 30. 
The following reply to cablegrams 


sent to the Governor-General of 


Canada, and to the Premier of 
Canada, asking Canada’s help in 
the Famine, has been received 
through H.B.M. Consui-General at 
Shanghai :— 

“With reference to telegrams from 
Bishop White of Honan and certain 
missionaries at Shanghai of December 
22, relative to famine in China, all due 
publicity has been given to this appeal. 

“My Ministry adds that this matter 
cannot receive consideration of Govern- 
ment of Canada unti] Parliamert meets. 

“Please inform Bishop White and his 
colleagues. . 


Devonshire.” 


Cuarterep Bank’s GENEROSITY. 
We understand that, through their 
Tientsin branch, the Chartered Bank 
of India, Australia and China 
have contributed $25,000 to the 
Chinese Foreign Famine Relief 
Fund. 


A Concert aT CHINKIANG. 

‘As a result of an entertainment 
given by the concert party of 
HLM.S. Scarab (the Gay Scarab- 
ians) in Chinkiang on December 29 
the sum of $210 has been raised for 
the Famine Fund. Mr. G. C. Pur- 
ton lent his house for the occasion, 
and the sum mentioned was raised 
after an appeal for contributions 
made in the interval. 


Arp For SHENSI. 

The Rev. Evan Morgan acknow- 
ledges with many thanks the follow- 
ing gifts for the Shensi Famine 
Relief Per Mr. Wang I+ing, 
24,000 from Chung Kuo Chi Sheng 
Hui; $2,000 from Chung Hua Tvu 
Shan Hui; per Mr. Wu Hsi-chen, 
21,000 from the Shang Chieh Ch’ou 


Chen Hsieh Hui; per Captain Ste-: 
phens, Tls.92.02 from the officers and. 


a ON 


WOMEN’S FAMINE RELIE 
SOCIETY 





Work Growing Rapidly 


The following report gives an 
account of the activities of the 
Women’s Famine Relief Society. 

Two thousand garments have 
been despatched during the past 
week to Shensi, and packing is now 
in progress for Chihli. An urgent 
appeal is made for funds to carry 
cn this very necessary work. We 
in Shanghai have perhaps no idea 
of the penetrating cold being ex- 
perienced at present north “of tho 
Yangtze The fauiine _ sufferors 
during the warmer weather sold 
their clothing to buy food, and 
now winter is upon them, hundreds 
are dying of cold. 

Clothing may be sent to the fol- 
lowing depéts:— 

Mrs, MacGillivray, 3 Darroch Road. 

Mrs, G. Burton Sayer, 392 Great 
Western Road. . 

Mrs, A. J. Welch, 5 Ferry R 


Mrs. H. E. Shadgett, 27 
Doumer. 


Mrs. G. E. Tucker, 5 Peking Road. 


CLoTHING AND Work. 


Clothing received at the depots 
since last. report :— 


Mesdames Skinner Turner, Wilson, 
Evans, Wallace, Dorald, Tyrer, Green, 
Thomson, Macdonald. Alex. O. Ko- 
nietzky. St, Luke's Hospital. National 
Flag Society, Wusih, per Miss Ham. 
mond, 17 padded garments, 14 garments 
wade bv the Chinese Women of _ the 
Presbyterian Church, Shanghai,  Ohin- 
ese Christians in Soochow, 2 boxes 











‘oute 


clothing, Chineso Christians in Hang- 
chow, clothing. 

List of garments produced by 
working parties :— 

padded garments 

Mrs, Mauchan 36 
Mesdames Ivy & Gauntlett 20 
Mrs, Shadgett 15 


padded quilts 
Mrs. Cranston 364 

The ladies of Mrs. Cranston’s 
working party are themselves pay- 
ing tailors to make 1,000 padded 
coats from material sunnlied. by 
the Society, this in addition to 
producing splendid work them- 
selves. 

Treasvrer’s Report. 
Tis. 


Already acknowledged 1,772.75 15,573.57 
Airs. Cockhnrn (monthly) 5.00 
Won at ‘Minoru’” 1.60 
Mr, R. Bigazzi—Entrance 

monev from Italian Art 

Exhibition 170.51 
Mrs, John Prentice 500.00 
Miss Parrott—from sale 

of chocolates 125,00 
Mrs, Y, J. Allen—Jn memory 

of Mrs, W. S. Jackson 35,00 
Sale of Lounge Robe 75.00 
Cavt. and Mrs. H. Mac- 

kinnon . 20.00 
Oo. M. G. 25.00 
Mr. C. T. Beith 2.00 


1,797.75 14,465.68 





cy 


members of the str. Knight of the 
Garter; ner Mr. Isaac Mason, $20 





from a Chinese in England. These 
amounts have been transmitted to 
the Committee in Sanyuan. 
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NEW YEAR’S DAY IN 
NINGPO 


Exhibition by Methodist 
College 
From Our Own Correspondent. 


Ningpo, Jan. 3. 

Advantage was taken of the 
New Year’s holiday to give a con- 
cert and exhibition of work at the 
Ningpo Methodist College which 
was very largely attended by for- 
eign and Chinese residents of the 
port. Amongst the latter were 
included the Defence Commission- 
er and Taoyin and other officials 
of the city and a large number of 


representatives of the various 
educational institutions of the 
district. Altogether about 500 


persons were present. 

The guests were first conducted 
round the building, in the various 
classrooms of which were dis- 
played specimens of the work the 
students had done during the 
term. A number of maps and 
drawings adorned the walls, ex- 
hibiting a skill on the part of the 
students which surprised many of 
the foreign guests who were not 
aware how skilful Chinese youths 
are with their fingers. There were 
also a large number of neatly 
written note-books and copy books 
which were arranged on tables for 
the inspection of the guests. The 
Chinese officials were specially in- 
terested in the Chinese essays, and 
said that though they could not 
judge from the English work of th> 
school they could judge from_ the 
quality of these essays that Chin- 
ese studies were not neglected. A 
number of slide rules prepared 
under the direction of Mr. Tchou 
n.sc., also provoked great interest, 
the Chinese mind being quick to 
perceive the advantages of this 
counting instrument over the 
abacus commonly used by Chinese 
accountants. 


Wonpers or rue West. 


Whilst. this was proceeding Mr. 
Redfern’s chemistry class was 
alternately amazing and terrifying 
a large group of visitors by show- 
ing them some startling (though 
te westerners familiar) experi- 
ments in the laboratory. To un- 
sophisticated minds it certainly 
does seem strange that gun-powder 
may be compounded of such appar- 
ently harmless ingredients as 
charcoal, sulphur and nitre, or 
that hot water in a corked-up flask 
may be made to boil for a consider- 
able time by pouring cold water 
over it. 

The guests then procecded to the 
recently erected College Hall, were 
they were entertained for two hours 
with a very varied programme 
contributed by members of the 
College staff and student body. 
The chief item and perhaps the 
most successful was a reproduc- 
tion in English of three scenes 
from Shakespeare’s 
Cesar,” which had been prepared 
by the elder students under the 





“ Julius ; 
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direction of the Rev. W. P. Bates 
M.A. The scene where Antony 
makes his famous oration over the 
dead body of Czsar was followed 
with breathless interest by the 
audience. Mr. Vaen who took the 


| part of Antony was especially to 


be commended for his clear Eng- 
lish enunciation and his powers 
of eloquence . The concert closed 
with the singing of the college 
song at 5 o’clock, the hope being 
widely expressed that a similar 
entertainment should be provided 
for the residents of Ningpo in 
future years. 





RECREATION GROUND 
FOR CHEFOO 


From Our Own Correspondent. 


Chefoo, Dee, 28. 

The coming of a football 
eleven from Weihaiwei _ brings 
to the fore the subject of Chefoo’s 
lack of a playing field of its own. 
The China Inland Mission Boys’ 
School field is being loaned for the 
occasion. It is very unsatisfactory 
not possessing a recreation ground 
where football and cricket contests 
can be played, and the community 
is taking the matter up seriously. 
A dinner at the residence of Mr, 
and Mrs. Railton a week or two 
ago resulted in the framing of 
concrete proposals. It is realized 
that, with the coming of the 
American Pacifio fleet, Chefoo will 
have thousands of American. sailors 
in its midst for several weeks dur- 
ing the summer months. What are 
they to do and what amusements 
are to occupy their time, are some 
of the questions being asked. 
Without a recreation ground there 
is nowhere for the mcn to go to 
when ashore. At the dinner 
party the Taoyuen was present, 
and was soon as enthusiastic as 
the others. A committee consisting 
of Messrs. Eckford, Miller, Wang, 
Tai, Liu Moy-yu and Chun was 
formed to visit the proposed ground 
and discover for what amount it 
could be purchased, and also to 
maka themselves responsible for 
the sum required for securing it 
and putting it in order. It should 
be stated that a vast amount of 
labour will have to be expended 
unon it before the proposed piece 
of ground will be suitable for the 
purposes for which it is required. 

Tt was finally decided to form 
there and then a_soriety, called 
the American-British-Chinese  As- 
sociation (“A.B.C.”) to undertake 
the handling of the whole scheme 
as well as for the furthering of 
better understanding —_ between 
the various nationals resident in 
Chefoo. 











Mr. K. W. Mounsey, one of the 
delegates to last year’s conference 
of the British Chambers of Com- 
merce in China and Hongkong for 


relinquished the secretarvship of 
that body. Mr. D. R. Walker is 
acting temnorarily for Mr. J. A. 
Andrew, who has been appointed 





in Mr. Mounsey’s place, 


the Tientsin British Chamber, has j 





THE KOREANS SLAIN IN 
FENGTIEN 





Japanese Denial of Charges 
of Atrocity 


We have received the following 
letter and statement from the 
Japanese Consul-General on the 
subject of the accusation that many 
innocent Koreans had been mur- 
dered by Japanese troops in Feng- 
tien (Manchuria). 


H.I.J.M. Consulate General, 
Shanghai, Jan. 6, 1921. 


Dear Sir,—I beg to siate that the 
attention of the Japanese authori- 
ties in Mukden having been drawn 
to a report published in your paper 
of the 29th ultimo regarding tho 
alleged murder of Koreans hy 
Japatiese troops in the Province of 
Fengtien, I am now in receipt of a 
communication from the said 
authorities, a copy of which I en- 
close herewith, 

K. Yamasax1, 
Consul-General for Japan. 
The Editor, 
“North-China Daily News,” 
Shanghai. 

The statement Mr. 
sends is as follows:— 

“Only armed resistance of 
Koreans was dealt with by the 
Japanese troops. The Japanese 
authorities are in possession of the 
concrete evidence that the so- 
called churches and* schools, though 
styling themselves as such, were in 
fact the buildings in which Korean 
murderers were engaged in in- 
trigues and malcontents were re- 
ceiving military training. There 
are also definite proofs that the 
so-called Korean Christians, - al- 
though professing to be such, were 
actually engaged in seditious 
movement in disguise. No elders 
were killed by the Japanese; no 
Koreans were executed without 
trial. The evidence of the above 
is in the hands of the Japanese 
authorities.” 


Yamasaki 





Roman Catholic Missions 
in China 
Rome, Jan, 4. 
The Pope has received © in 
audience the Rev. Edward Me- 
Carthy, Superior of the Chinese 
Mission Society at _ Omaha, 
Nebraska, which is a body cf 
secular priests devoted to missions 
in China. He was accompanied by 
the Rey. John Bloniovich, Superior 
of the Irish Society for Missions in 
China. Both the reverend gentle- 
men reported on the development 
of missions, the funds required and 
the number of pupils under instruc- 
tion.—Reuter. 





Tue Chinese Government is not 
cohtemplating any amnesty or par- 
don for the Anfu refugees, accord- 
ing to an official declaration. On 
the contrary, the exchange of notes 
with the Japanese Legation de 
manding their delivery for trial is 
to be continued, 





| 
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PARIS LETTER 


A Popular Ambassador 


EXCELLENT WORK DONE BY 
LORD DERBY 


From Our Own Correspondent. 


+ Paris, Nov. 21. 

Lord Derby, the retiring British 
Ambassador, has evidently made a 
greater impression on the people of 
Paris than most of his predecessors 
succeeded in creating. In addition 
to the French Premier, M. Georges 
Leygues, and a host of official per- 
sonages, his departure from the 
Northern Railway terminus en 
route for London was watched by 
quite a large crowd of the ordinary 
public, who raised their hats to 
him and showed that they looked 
upon him as a friend. 

There can be no doubt that the 
presence of so accomplished a man 
of the world as Lord Derby at the 
British Embassy has been more 
useful, at times, than that of a 
professional  diplomatist. Lord 
Derby has not been content to sit 
at the end of a wire and drink in 
the words of infallible wisdom from 
the Foreign Office. He has 


per- 
mitted hiself to think that he 
might be of service as an_ inter- 


mediary between two peoples and 
not merely two Ministers, and he 
has frequently supplied the French 
Government with personal ex- 
planations which have smoothed 
away rough edges and diminished 
friction. 

He has thus performed a fune- 
tion of particular usefulness where 
so original a politician as Mr. 
Lloyd George is concerned. The 
British Premier’s Celtic imagina- 
tion and his liability to sudden 
changes of policy have disturbing 
effects in the atmosphere of diplo- 
macy, and there have been acts 
and words that even Lord Derby 
found it hard to explain. His pre- 
decessor, Lord Bertie, was a 
Foreign Office man, and in Lord 
Derby’s successor, Lord Hardinge 
of Penshurst, we revert to the 
former type. Lord and Lady Derby 
have made a vast number of 
friends here—so many, in fact. 
that they have taken a house in 
Paris. 


Leacve or Nations aNp ARMENIA. 

The first week’s debates of the 
Council of the League of Nations at 
Geneva have caused great dis- 
appointment here, and-grave doubts 
are expressed, perhaps rather pre- 


maturely, as to the League ever 
accomplishing anything of real 
service to humanity.- There has 


been a torrent of talk but no 
definite proposition. : 
The most striking example of in- 
decision and impotence is supplied 
by the case of Armenia. Many 
delegates have bewailed the tragic 
fate of that country, but not one of 
them has offered to undertake the 
mandate. As M. Tittoni said, the 
Armenian question can only be 
settled with soldiers and money, 
and these are just what no country 
seems to be able to spare at pre- 
sent. England has done enough 


pioneering and policing all over the 
world to be excused this task. It 
might very well be undertaken by 
countries such as Sweden and Spain 
which have escaped the damages cf 
war. 

They would immensely advance 
their international prestige if they 
resolutely devoted themselves to 
the service of the community of 
nations by tackling the Armeniaa 
job and doing their best with it. 
So far, however, they have confined 
themselves to talk. 

Another impression derived fro» 
the proceedings at Geneva is that 
the delegates have no clear idea of 
what they have come there to do. 
Some regard themselves as the 
kesmen of their own national 

, and even, like Mr. G. N. 
Barnes, of a section of their 
country. Others call themselves 
dispensers of justice. 





Tue Disarmament Proviem. 


The vagueness of the 
sessions extends to those of the 
commissions. Two reports have 
been presented to the commission 
on the limitation of armaments, 
and neither offers any definite con- 
clusion. One of these reports, by 
Mr, Wellington Keo, the principal 
Chinese delegate, has at least the 
merit of admitting the complexity 
of the proble». It is suggested, 
he says, that army estimates should 
be reduced, but what is the per- 
centage to be adopted? Can the 
Conference fix a_uniform scale of 
disarmament? What is to be done 
if a country fails to conform to 
whatever plan may be drawn up by 
the Conference, and how is such a 
plan to be drawn up in the absence 
of representatives of important 
countries? 

The author of the other report. 
M. Lange (Norway), mentione: 
that the military technical commis- 
sion appointed under the League 
covenant to investigate the question 
of disarmament has hitherto made 
only one suggestion, which is, not 
to decrease armaments but to add 
to them, in the form of motor-boats 
armed with machine-guns! 


Przzies or Excuance. 


The exchange puzzle is again 
attracting attention but is no nearer 
to being solved. The French 
would very much like to know, for 
instance, why 260 of their francs 
are worth only 100 Swiss francs. It 
cannot have anything to do with 
the trade balance, for France is 
selling a great deal more to Switz- 
erland than that country sells to 
her, and Switzerland cannot be 
making much out of her own in- 
dustries. The world in general 
cannot afford to buy Swiss watches 
at the exchange now ruling, and 
only the rich can offer themselves 
the Iuxury of holidays on the Swiss 
wountains and lakes. On trade 
reasons alone, therefore, the rate 
should favour France instead of 
Switzerland. 

Tt would seem that in this case 
at any rate the balance of trade is 
less important than currency. The 
French have issued too much paper 
money. The note circulation of the 
Bank of France is about 39 mill- 


plenary 
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iards of francs and is still in the 
neighbourhood of the highest point 


ET 


touched. Obviously the more 
notes a country issues the less those 
notes are worth, but this does not 
explain, for instance, why the 
Spanish rate of exchange is more 
favourable than the Swiss. Ex- 
change is of course a channel uf 
speculation, like the Bourse and 
the Stock hange, and when the 
market is narrow, as it often is, 2 
small demand is sufficient to make 
a material alteration in rates, so 
that speculation in exchange  be- 
comes an easy matter for experts ; 
but no one has any information as 
to what proportion of exchange 
transactions is purely — speculative 
and what represents the real needs 
of business. 


Ivcreasep PRopvuctioy. 


French financiers realize well 
enough that the only way to over- 
come the exchange difficulty and 
its attendant hardships is in- 
creased production, and this 
elementary fact also seems to have 
been grasped by the public in 
general. Statistics just issued show 
that during the 10 months ending 
October 31 the French imports 
showed an increase of Frs. 2,386.- 
009,000 in comparison with the cor- 
responding period of last year 
Exports increased -Frs. 11,157,000,- 
000. The excess of imports over 
exports, which was Frs. 19,064,000, 
000 for the first 10 months of 1919, 
has been reduced, but French pur- 
chases abroad are still nearly 11 
milliards of francs more than the 
value of goods sold to other 
countries, and it is this adverse 
balance which, in combination with 
the depreciation in the value of the 
French bank note, accounts large- 
ly for the adverse rates of ex- 
change. 

Two satisfactory points in the 
| statistics are that the exports of 
‘actured goods have risen, 
during the period under considera- 
tion, to the extent of Frs. 7,408,- 
00,000, an increase of over 150 per 
cent., while imported foodstuffs 
show a decline of Frs. 893,600,000. 
Comparing October, 1919, and Oct- 
ober, 1920, the latter shows an in- 
crease of Frs. 1,304,000,000 in ex- 
ports: and a decrease of Frs. 235,- 
000.000 in imports—an improvement 
of Frs. 1,539,000,000 in the trade 
balance. 














Japan’s First Line of Defence 


on Pacific 


Tokio—The reconstruction of the 
fortresses at Uraga, Kata, Yura 
and Imahary is in. progress, re- 
ports the “/7ji,” in accordance with 
the fortress reconstruction scheme 
passed by the Diet in the last 
session. 

The journal reports, further, 
that a new fortress will also be 
constructed in the Loochoo Islands, 
and another in the Bonin Islands, 
thus completing the first defensive 
lines on the Pacific. The prelimin- 
ary land survey has been complet- 
ed, and the work will be taken in 
hand early next April. It is re- 
ported that the construction and 
reconstruction of the above for- 
tresses is no new scheme, but was 
laid down many years ago.— 
Reuter. 
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SCOTTISH LETTER 





Victory for No-Change 





SCOTLAND DRY IN SMALL 
PATCHES 


From Our Own Correspondent, 


Edinburgh, Nov. 10. 

The ballot under the Temperance 
Act has now gone far enough to 
show with certainty what the peo- 
ple of Scotland are thinking. The 
vast majority of the burghs have 
decided with the most unuistakable 
emphasis to have No-Change. The 
very few where No-Licence has won 
are just the kind where there was 
no particular need for reform. 
Four residential suburbs of Glas- 
gow have decided for No-Licence, 
while the overwhelming bulk of 
the city, and particularly those 
wards where there is admittedly a 
drink problem, has pronounced for 
things to remain as they are. The 
same can be said of the almost 
negligible number of country towns 
which have voted for licence ex- 
tinction. Altogether the result of 
the present campaign seems to 
stamp the Temperance Local 
Cption Act as a piece of quite 
valueless legislation. 

In Glasgow, in the wards where 
there are most licences, the voting 
was uniformly for No-Change. The 
few waids which declared for No- 
Licence were in the suburbs, 
where the private cellar is the im- 
portant factor in the social habit. 
The total licences extinguished in 
the four outlying wards of a re- 
sidential character do not equal 
one-half of the public-houses in the 
slummy Gorbal ward in the ,centre 
of the city. In other words, the 
“select” wards have become more 
“yespectable”; while the wards 
where reform was urgent, which 
were crowded and of low class, re- 
main quite untouched. If this re- 
sult means anything, it is that for 
the purpose of promoting temper- 
ance the Local Option scheme is 
absolutely valueless. 

The battle was between the ex- 
trerists—No-Change and No- 
Licence, the only Options really 
voted upon. Another option is re- 
quired under new legislation, which 
will give a proper reflexion of 


moderate opinion—and moderate 
opinion is on this question the 
large majority of the nation. 


Moderate opinion, supported by the 
whole press, demands a reform of 
our present publichouse system. 
The Trade has promised to take an 
active part in this new policy, and 
the Trade must keep to its official 
promises as voiced in numerous 
election manifestoes. It is pos- 
sible, therefore, that while this 
Local Option Act is defeated, a 
new moderate temperance scheme 
. of reform will be inaugurated. 


New Scorrisa Granp Master. 

The Earl of Winton and Eglinton 
has been elected Grand Master 
Mason of Scotland in succession to 
Brigadier-General R. Gordon Git 
mour. The other principal officers 
are Lord Blythswood, Grand War- 


TIES 
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den; Viscount Maitland, Junior 
Grand Warden; and the Earl of 
Airlie, Junior Grand Deacon. 


Marcor Tennant Asquita. 

Mrs. Asquith’s autobiography has 
received an enormous amount of 
attention. No book of recent 
years has occupied so large a space 
in the public press. And the re- 
ception of it has been very mixed. 
Most of the notices are critical or 
condemnatory ; few of them are 
altogether favourable. Of course 
a good many of the long reviews 
are by personal acquaintances of 
the lady herself, and I fancy none 
of these friends has more loyally 
rolled the log than Lady Frances 
Balfour. Over her own name, or 
under a pseudonym, she has’ this 
week written many thousands of 
words of Margotolatry. 

It is odd to find a friendship be- 
tween two women so temperament- 
ally unlike each other as Mrs. 
Asquith and the Duke of Argyll’s 
aunt. Lady Frances Balfour be- 
longs to the old school of women, 
and never committed a social im- 
propriety or indiscretion in her 
life. She would make an ideal 
District Visitor or Woman’s Wel- 
fare Worker. Her admiration for 
Margot is largely due to their joint 
admiration of Mr. A. J. Balfour, 
who was Lady Frances’s brother- 
in-law. 

Lapy Frances Batrour’s 
APPRECIATION. 


Tactfully defending Mrs. Asquith, 
Lady Frances Balfour has to make 


several admissions. One of the 
most interesting runs thus—“The 
autobiography is perhaps the 


frankest piece of self-revelation 
that has ever been put on paper. 
Nothing interests the writer save 
as it affects herself. One feels as 
one reads it that if she could get 
into touch with the Almighty she 
would be impressed by the cir- 
cumstance only in so far as she 
could make out how she impressed 
Him.” 

Occasionally Lady Frances is 
hard put to it to excuse the 
Tennants. “The repose of Vere de 
Vere is conspicuous by its absence,” 
she admits; “but as the family had 
no connexion with the type of Vere 
de Vere there is no reason wny 
they should have exhibited the 
marks of that particular caste.” 


Tue UnconventionaL TENNANTS. 


Women are supposed to be easily 
swayed by their companions, re- 
marks Lady Frances in trying to 
explain the Tennants, but no one 
can read of this group of young 
people without perceiving that 
they were uncontrolled, only super- 
fically influenced, and moulded 
others rather than were moulded. 

The sum of the whole matter, in 
Lady Frances’s opinion is that if 
people are really good and_ in- 
nocent minded, if they are clever 
and vivacious, if above all they 
have the lovable qualities possess- 
ed by the whole Tennant family, 
they will be loved from the throne 
to the'slum, and society will accept 
them at their proper value. “The 
friendships which were made would 





not have been so warm and endur- 
ing if the breaking through of con- 





ventional restraints had meant the 
licence of the libertine and the 
vicious. . In every place and 
circumstance the Tennants were 
themselves. . . They were 
free of unwholesome curiosity, and 
took no interest in the malicious 
or the scandalous. They had their 
reward. The best of men and wo- 
men loved them.” 


From AYR AND- ABERDEEN. 


Mr. John Burns, who is credited 
with the intention of returning to 
the House of Commons in order 
to lead a campaign against unem- 
ployment, has been so long as- 
sociated with London, and par- 
ticularly with Battersea, that most 
people have forgotten his close 
family associations with Scotland. 
“My father came from Ayr, and 
my mother, to whom. I owe more 
than to any other person in the 
world, came from Aberdeen.” 
Such was the declaration of Mr. 
Burns a number of years ago at a 
dinner of the*‘Aberdeen University 
Club in London. 


Gor Lies. 


A piquant article by “Jason” 
appears in the ‘Scottish Field,” 
entitled ‘Golf Lies’—about the 
lies of the golf ball, or lies about 
the golf ball, whichever way you 
choose to take it. One of his 
stories is about a man who met a 
friend he had not seen for a long 
time. They were so delighted that 
they spent some jolly hours  to- 
gether. Then they went for a 
round of golf. The man teed his 
ball, and was just preparing to 
drive when he noticed there were 
two teed balls, However, he 
drove the nearer ball, and although 
he was sure he had hit it several 
times, both balls remained where 
they were. Becoming rather 
annoyed, he made a wild swipe, at 
the far-away ball this time. It was 
a good stroke, but to his surprise, 
not only did the far-away ball dis- 
appear, but the near one also. 
When he followed them up he 
found them lying exactly side by 
side as they had been at the tee. 
Being hardly able-to believe such 
a strange thing possible, he called 
his friend over, and to his astonish- 
ment learned that he, in turn, had 
had the same experience with his 
ball. They asked another player, 
but he made some rude remarks, 
and said that as their duplicate 
balls were spirit balls, he was 
unable to see them, not having 
enough of the proper medium in 
his system. This strange occur- 
rence took place before the war, 
and although they have watched 
for it, neither of these players has 
been able to see the same pheno- 
menon since. 


Exection Humour. 


Among the unconscious humours 
of the Glasgow municipal elections 
must be classed the printed assur- 
ance of a trio of candidates that 
they stood for “the maximum cf 
efficiency with the minimum of 
economy.” 

The Local Veto poll at Wick is 
brightened by this wall poster— 
“Take the wickedness out of Wick 
and Wick out of wickedness by 
voting No-Licence:” 
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Prohibition Defeated 

Nov, 17. 
The principal results in the past 
week’s Local Option campaign 
come from Lanarkshire, and are 
repeats of those already recorded 
—overwhelming majorities in favour 
of No-Change. A few middle-class 
districts declare for no-licence or 
restriction, but they do not affect 
the general result. The essential 
fact is that the mining and manu- 
facturing areas have gone solid 

against prohibition jn any shape. 


Cuina 1x Eprnsuras. 


Mr. Jameson, of Jardine, Mathe- 
son & Co., was in hospital in 
Edinburgh for three weeks, but has 
now almost entirely recovered from 
the operation, 

Major Wilson, of the Union 
Medical Mission, Peking, who was 
detained in London till the last of 
the Chinese Labour~’Corps had 
safely left these shores, made a 
hurried visit to friends in Aberdeen 
and Edinburgh before returning to 
China,* ‘ 

I hear that a young artist who 
frequently contributed to local 
Shanghai exhibitions, has opened a 
studio in Edinburgh. : 

A number of missionaries, either 
retired or on furlough, are at pre- 
sent in Edinburgh. x 

The Rev, Mr, Kierney, of “the 
Scottish Established’ Church Mis- 
sion, Ichang, will soon be return- 
ing to his station. Dr. Paterson, 
Baptist Mission, and Mrs. Gillison, 
LM.s., from Shantung province, 
are temporarily making their home 
tin Edinburgh, 


A veteran missionary, Rev. 
Thomas Bryson, Tientsin, may 
occasionally be seen walking 


briskly along Princes Street—as 
briskly, he says, as he was accus- 
tomed to do 60 years ago, He 
comes of a well-known Edinburgh 
family, whose members. have oc- 
cupied important positions in our 
civic life, 

Several representatives of the 
China Inland Mission have been 


with us. Of late years the C.I.M. 
has been largely recruited from 
Scotland, and has many warm 


friends in Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

Mrs, Dr. Blaikie, formerly of 
Amoy and Peking, is now occupy- 
ing the very responsible position 
of Lady Warden at Edinburgh 
University, in charge of all the 
interests ‘affecting the numerous 
lady undergraduates. 

The facilities for obtaining a 
first-class education for boys and 
girls doubtless brings many old 
China: families to our city; and 
there are quite a number of young 
men attending Edinburgh Univer- 
sity who were born in China—this 
altogether apart from the Chinese 
students who are completing their 
education here. 

Mr, Boxer, B.sc., of the Griffith 
John College, Hankow, is using his 
furlough to bring his knowledge of 
the latest advances in science up 
to date; and Mr. Skinn, chemist, 
late of Peking, is here to take his 
medical degree. 

Mr. ‘Tudhope, China, has received 
the diploma of Fellowship of the 
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Royal Geographical Society of 
Scotland. 

By the way, I see in the pro- 
gramme of this Society that Miss 
E. G. Kemp is to lecture on April 
7 on “Among the Aborigines of 
China.” 

“Hicuianp Mary.” 


The remains of Burns’ ‘“High- 
land Mary” were reinterred in 
Greenock Cemetery with impres- 
sive ceremony. It will be remem- 
bered that the Old West Kirkyard 
in which the body was originally 
interred is shortly to be incorpor- 
ated in the shipbuilding yard of 
Harland & Wolff. This necessitated 
the removal of the dust of Mary 
Campbell, and of the memorial to 
the Highland girl who inspired 
some of Burns’ most beautiful 
lyrics. The monument stands over 
the new grave, as it did over the 
old one, and on it is carved the 
couplet, 

“Oh, Mary, dear departed shade, 

Where is thy place of blissful rest !”” 

The reinterment ‘services were 
taken part in by members of the 
Burns’ Federation, and included 
the “Prayer on the prospect of 
Death,” written by the poet “when 
fainting fits and other alarming 
symptoms’) attacked him, The 
prayer, which begins, “Oh Thou 
unknown, Almighty Cause,” was 
sung by a male choir. 


Beaumont-Hamen Day. 


Among the various anniversaries 
for which the war is responsible, 
the 5ist Highland Division claims 
“Beaumont Hamel Day” as its 
own. And on the eve of the an- 
niversary of the battle the officers 
of the Division, to the number of 
300, held their first reunion in 
Edinburgh, 

Tt was at dawn on November 13, 
1916, in a mist like a Scots haar, 
that the Jocks stormed the village. 
To say that the Germans were 
taken by surprise may seem strange 
in face of the fact that the Ger- 
mans had been expecting an attack 
for several weeks. Six times had 
“Z” day been fixed and the pre- 
liminary wire-cutting begun; six 
times had the appalling weather 
caused a postponement. No won- 
der then that the seventh bombard- 
ment sent the enemy to their dug- 
outs in the belief that we were 
erying “Wolf” once more. 

Authentic battlefield remarks are 
so rare that the following may be 
recorded. An 8th Argyll sergeant, 
soaked and splashed with mud, 
was having his wound bandaged in 
an advanced dressing station. 
“How are things going on in 
front?” asked the Doctor. ‘“We 
were up ower early for them this 
mornin’, sir,” was the reply. 


Rosert Louis Stevenson. 


‘Although only started a few 
months ago, the Edinburgh Robert 
Louis Stevenson Club is already a 
numerous and influential organiza- 
tion, and it has just held its first 
memorial dinner. The oretor was 
Mr. Edmund Gosse, who incident- 
ally gave an account of his long 
and varied relations with the great 
‘author. He first met Stevenson in 
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1870, and he described “how, when 
he was wandering about the 
Hebrides on the well-known 
steamer the Clansman, she called 
at Portree in Skye, where a singa- 
lar group of persons camo aboard. 
Among them was a_ venerable 
figure, with long white hair and 
remarkable cap, Professor Blackie. 
Another figure was the painter 
Sam Bough. And slouching in the 
rear came a rather ugly youth. 
Mr, Gosse said he did not know 
what extraordinary prevision made 
him take a violent interest in this 
young man. He had no opportunity 
of speaking to him then. In the 
course of the voyage they entered 
m loch at midnight, and by the 
light of flickering torches took om 
board a party of emigrants who: 
were going io America. As they 
came on board an eerie sound of 
wailing rose in the stillness of the 
night which pierced his heart. In 
the dark he saw that at his side 
was the young man from Portree, 
and they exchanged reflexions on 
this extraordinary movement of hu- 
man beings. Mr. Gosse did not think 
they had any more conversation 
than that. But some four or five 
years later they were introduced in 
London by Andrew Lang, and they 
instantly recalled their former 
meeting and. revived their memories 
of the Clansman and that curious 
midnight exodus. . 











A Franco-Scortise Mewortat. 

The French colony in Edinburgh 

have erected a memorial tablet in 
St. Giles Cathedral in honour of 
the Scots who fell in France, and it 
was unveiled on Armistice Day. It 
is a slab of white -marble, and 
bears a wreath of laurels and a 
leaf of palm in bronze. » 
_ The tablet is appropriately placed 
in the Albany Aisle, facing the 
pillar which bears the coat-of-arms 
of the fourth Earl of Douglas, who 
fell as commander of the French 
and Scottish armies at Verneuie ia 
1421. 

St. Giles’ Cathedral, it may be 
remarked, was the favourite gather- 
ing-place of the Scottish barons 
and the French knights during the 
days of the “Auld Alliance,” when 
they were planning enterprises 
against the “auld enemy of Eng- 
land.” The fleur de lys of France 
in the escutcheon of James {I. 
adorns the King’s Pillar close to 
the Communion Table. 

A TestiMontan. 

After hearing two witnesses from 
Glasgow, Mr. Symonds, ‘the 
Clerkenwell Magistrate, address- 
ing Counsel, said—“Note these 
witnesses, how they answer ques- 
tions: shortly and directly. No 
wonder the Scots get on; they 
deserve it.” 

‘Tus Rericences oF Lire. 

Two lines are cut on the lintel cf 
the dining-room in an old Aber- 
deenshire castle which might well 
be graven in some other places :— 

“Let no one bear beyond this thres- 
hold hence Words uttered here in 
friendly confidence.”” 


A Firesuine Viscount. 


The King has approved of the 
appointment of Sir Ronald Munro- 
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Ferguson to be a Viscount in re- 
cognition of his services as Gov- 
ernor-General of Australia. 

Sir Ronald, who owns about 
27,000 acres, including estates at 
Raith, near Kirkcaldy, and Novar, 
in Ross-shire, has twice sat in 
Parliament, first for Ross-shire and 
afterwards for Leith Burghs; 
previous to his departure for 
Australia he was Provost of Kirk- 
caldy for several years. 

At the age of 15 he got himself 
into trouble by enlisting as a private 
in the Fife Light Horse, the county 
Yeomanry regiment; but of course 
the affair blew over, and when he 
came to more mature years he held 
a commission in the Grenadier 
Guards. 

The new Peer, who is 60 years of 
age, will take the title of Viscount 
Novar. 


Scorrisn Draecrs. 


One of the characters in Barrie's 
new play “Mary Rose” is a 
Highlander who speaks Highland 
Scots. But many Londoners, 1 
hear, cannot understand why a 
Bcottish character should not be 
talking the Harry Lauder dialect, 
and assert that the actor in ‘Mary 
Rose” is trying to speak like 
Welshman. It is surprising that 
no one, so far, has attempted a 
Highland play with genuine High- 
land actors able to speak in the 
Highland way. 

There are several Highland 
dialects, including the — alleged 
Highland dialect we sometimes get 
in the theatres. But the most ex- 
traordinary Highland dialect I ever 
heard was in a London reproduc- 
tion of “Rob Roy,” where the 
Dugal Cratur hailed from York- 
shire and had a strong local burr. 
He took splendidly, the audience 
evidently looking upon him as a 
simple Highlander of the old 
school. 

Josp a Scots BiveseLy. 


I see the fact recalled that Miss 
Jose Collins, who is to marry Lord 
Robert Innes-Kerr, made her stage 
debut at the age of 13 with Harry 
Lauder as his ‘Scots Bluebell.” 


A Cuain oF CITIZENSHIP. 


Sir Daniel Stevenson, Bart., has 
made a gift of £20,000 to the 
University of Glasgow to create a 
Lectureship or a chair of Citizen- 
ship. When Sir Daniel was Lord 
Provost in 1911 he approached a 
number of citizens with the view of 
establishing a Chair of _ this 
character; but while the matter 
was being considered the war came 
and brought the scheme to naught. 
He has now himself made provision 
of what is believed to be adequate 
funds, and the details will be con- 
sidered by the University Court. 

Sir Joseph Maclay, Bart., has 
presented his house in Park Ter- 
yace as a students’ hostel in con- 
nexion with Glasgow University. 


Revokine at GoLr. 


This story comes from Glasgow 
Royal Exchange. Two members of 
the shipping trade were having a 
match on a well-known west of 
Scotland course. One of them had 
been doing rather badly, and when 
driving off from the twelfth tee he 





not only foozled his shot but took 
up a considerable section of turf. 


Promptly his companion accused 
him of having revoked. ‘Revok- 
ed!” snapped the other golfer. 


“What do you mean by revoked? 
This is not cards, but golf.” 
“Quite so,” was the reply; “but 
you revoked: you’ve used a spade 
instead of a club.” 





FORMOSAN ABORIGINES 


Subjugation by Aeroplane 


Tokio--A Tainan special to the 
Tokio “Nichi Nichi” reports that 
a recent air demonstration carried 
out by the Japanese guards in 
Formosa had a greater effect than 
was hoped for upon the insubordi- 
nate aborigines. Among others, 
the Kochabokan tribe, known as 
the fiercest natives, offered to sur- 
render a few days ago. 

The subjugation of this strongest 
tribe will lead, it is expected by 
the authorities, to the complete 
suppression of the aborigines in 
the southern quarters in the near 
future. 

“The subjugation of the abori- 
gines is one of the most difficult 
tasks confronting the authorities 
responsible for the administration 
of the Island,” stated one of the 
local authorities in Formosa, ac- 
cording to this despatch, “and a 
considerable loss of life and a large 
auiount of time and money have so 
far been svent in punitive purposes. 
Tho satisfactory tendency of late 
has been that the aborigines are 
apparently beginning to realize 
that any further resistance would 
be not only futile but even against 
their own welfare. Tt will not be 
a long matter, under these cir 
cumstances, before the complete 
pacification of the natives is real- 
ized, to the benefit of the govern- 
ing and the governed people 
alike.” —Reuter- 





Japanese Magnates at Law 

Tokio—Baron Okura, head of the 
Okura Company, has sued Presi- 
dent Matsukata, of the Kawasaki 
Shipbuilding Yards, in the -Kobe 
District Court, for Yen 3,140,438, 
which he alleges is the loss he 
sustained on a shipment of pig- 
iron from Manchuria, which the 
defendant had ordered, but of 
which he refused to take delivery. 
necessitating its sale by auction. 
Tt is renorted that Mr. Matsukata 
has brought a counter-claim of 
Yen 1,300,000.—Reuter 





As a result of drinking some al- 
leged whisky purchased from a 
pedlar who visited the ship on its 
arrival at Nagasaki recently, one 
member of the British str. Frank- 
fort is dead and two others un- 
conscious. The alleged brand of 
the supposed whisky is not stated. 
but it was probably a vile imita- 
tion of a reputable Scotch brand, 
on a par with some of the horrible 
stuff sold in certain establishments 
at Kobe as genuine. The police 
are stated to be searching ‘for the 





pedlar. 





CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES 
AT CHINKIANG 


Helping Famine Sufferers 
From Our Own Correspondent, 


Chinkiang, Dec. 30. 


This part of the country has been 

enjoying some fine weather all 
through the month so that the 
wheat and winter crops are in ex- 
cellent condition. The farmers in 
and around the Antung district 
have been busy gathering in 
potatoes which are to be sent on 
to the famine sufferers. Ten years 
ago these Antung people were in 
the grip of a severe famine, and 
now that during recent years they 
have gathered in good harvests, 
they are in a position to help their 
brethren in distress. The construc- 
tion of the proposed motor road 
from Chinkiang to Tsingkiangpu 
is being delayed owing to the old 
time prejudice against new in- 
novations. 
_ The railway authorities are show- 
ing enterprise at this station. A 
much needed large goods shed has 
been erected, and a large wide is- 
land platform for the up trains to 
stop at has been provided. The 
station offices are not nearly 
adequate for the amount of busi- 
ness done, and there is often a 
great crush at the ticket offices 
just prior to a train taking its de- 
parture. 


There were quite a number of 
Christmas festivities held this 
year. On Thursday the Rev. W. 


obbins from Shanghai came and 
conducted a church service in the 
Masonic Hall which was well at- 
tended by the community. In the 
afternoon, Mrs. Clennel treated 
the foreign children of the port to 
a Christmas tree. The children 
had a good time of fun and frolic, 
and afterwards Father Christmas 
appeared on the scene and present- 
ed each child with a present from 
the tree. On Christmas day a 
community service was held in the 
Union Church and was well attend- 
ed. On Boxing Day evening the 
ladies of the port entertained the 
men from the H. M. S. Scarab 
to a supper and entertainment. 
Then on Wednesday evening a con- 
cert company from the gunboat in- 
vited the community te an enter- 
tainment which was held at the re- 
sidence of Mr. Purton. 

The water in the river is now 
low and the long sandspit is much 
in evidence. It is not now possible 
for steamers to come up to the 
Bund, but the hulks are anchored 
some distance out from the shore 
and they have to be reached by 
launch or sampan. 

The British Municipal Council 
has removed to more convenient 
offices down in the concession, and 
the old premises have been taken 
down. 





Tur “Religiao e Patria” reports 
that a woman of Macao celebrated 
her 100th birthday last month and 
adds that this is a very rare 
occurrence in the East.—In most 
cases it only happens once in a 
lifetime. 
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FRANCE’S REGAINED 
PROVINCES 





Races at Wissembourg 





INTERESTING GLIMPSE OF 
TEUTONIZED FRENCH 


From a Correspondent, 


Strassburg, Nov. 8. 

Wissembourg has become * a 
frontier town again, and the 
strange atmosphere which exists 
in a place whose nationality has 
recently changed hands was 
brought home te me last week, 
when we went there for the races. 


We motored there from Neustadt 
through Landau and then beautiful 
Bergzabern. Just eutside the town 
we passed the German and then 
the French Customs, but being in 
a military car we were not stopped. 
Two kilometres beyond the town 
we came to the pretty racecourse 
surrounded by woods. It is almost 
on the Franco-German battlefield 
of 1876. From the road we could 
see the monument to the French 
dead and on the top of the hill 
the three tall trees where Domaix, 
the French General, was killed dur- 
ing the battle. The Germans 
stormed the hill from the town and 
though the French had the ad- 
vantage of position they had by 
no means the same number of 
troops. 

On arriving at the race-course I 
saw the first Alsatian costurme— 
the short open Eton coat with 
numbers of buttons on either side, 
the white shirt with the black 
ribbon tied flat round the bottom 
of the collar, and the black flat hat. 
It was rather like the Breton 
costume, but coat and trousers are 
always black, and Alsatians are all 
clean shaven. 

saw no Alsatian women’s 
costumes, in fact, except in the two 
stands, there were few women 
there and none among the men 
who stood along the barrier three 
or four deep. This black crowd 
was ugly and unfamiliar after the 
horizon-blue which is naturally the 
predominant colour in all gather- 
ings in French occupied territory. 

A Retic or THE GERMANS. 

We wandered among the crowd 
but hardly heard a word of 


French. All talk was in German 
and the encouragement shouted io 


“Fritz” and ‘Hans’ as they 
galloped past, and the riders’ 
acknowledgements of congratula- 


tions when a race was ended were 
also in German. The French com- 
petitors living in the country to 
whom most of the races were con- 
fined could not_ understand or 
speak a word of French. Germany 
had certainly educated her con- 
quest well since 1870. The Ger- 
man phrases that rang out across 
the field seemed very daring in 
front of so many French officers. 
And these very shouts often came 
from a group of boys dressed like 
chassewrs alpins—probably the 
uniform of some local school. 

The Alsatians raced in jockey 
clothes of bright hues except for 





the last event when they wore 
their national costume, black coat. 
and breeches with round light 
coloured fur caps. 


The band played highly patriotic 
French tunes with German har- 
mony and precision and were ap- 
plauded. Yet when the ‘“Mar- 
seillaise” struck up anda guard 
stood to arms when a_ general 
passed by, a group of men did not: 
take their hats off. A__ soldier 
harangued them angrily: “Vous ne 
vous décowvre: pas? Vous avez de 
la chance que.” 1 think they had 
not recognized the tune nor did 
they understand what the French 
soldier was saying. 

The military events were less in- 
teresting to us, for we had followed 
the races at Wiesbaden at the end 
of August. There the gatherings 
had been very brilliant, represent- 
ing all the Allied armies on the 
Rhine. The number of pretty wo- 
men and hansome young officers, 
the display of dresses and uniforms 
put Longchamps in the shade. 
There had been some 30 French 
generals present on the last two 
days, of whom General Degoutte, 
General Mordacq, General Carron, 
and others had arrived in coach- 
andfour. Wissembourg could not: 
boast of any like  mise-en-scéne, 
but it was far more interesting 
from another point of view. is 
population, which was French but 
which was handicapped in  every- 
thing by not knowing its own lan- 
guage, gave one a feeling of de- 
pression and melancholy. 


A Seconp Impression. 
But just as we wee mounting iv 
our car to leave, we had another 


impression. An old toothless but 
still upright Alsatian came and 
chatted to my husband. He was 


proud to talk to a French officer, 
proud to show his fluent French. 
His eyes brightened, his voice and 
attitude showed infinite pleasure 
during this few minutes’ talk. This 
little incident re-assured us. The 
country’s enthusiasms, their hearts, 
their hopes went towards France ; 
ignorance of the language they 
wished to speak made men diffident 
and silent, but that once righted 
there would be no mistaking their 
sentiments. This old man, who was 
able to express himself, certainly 
represented loca] feeling. 








Crime in Japan 


Tokio—While the gross total of 
the seyjmes detected by the police 
in ‘io is on the decline, com- 
pared with the figures for the two 
preceding years, the number of 
murders and the activities of the 
light-fingered brotherhood show an 
increase over those for 1918 and 
1919, according to the Metropolitan 
Police authorities, as quoted by the 
“ijt? 

The following figures 
themselves :— 


speak for 


1920 1919 1918 

Detected cases of 
murder 

Detected cases of 

pocket-picking 
—Reuter. 


6 85 78 


1,536 1,294 1,246 











THE ADDLE-PATED 
REVOLUTIONARY 


A Prey for Adventurers 
From a Correspondent. 


‘ London, Nov, 11. 
ust now we have the gay re- 
volutionary very such in Sridenees 
They met last Sunday at the Albert 
Hall and uttered wild words. 
Thus Mr. Williams: “You should 
get hold of the machine-guns and 
the places where they are made. 
He wished they were ready. The 
revolution must come from the 
Provinces.” And Communist 
member, Mr. Malone w.p.: “If it 
Was necessary to save bloodshed 
and atrocities they would use the 
lamp posts or the walls. The day 
was not far distant when they 
would meet in the Albert Hall to 
bless the British revolution. When 
that day came woe to those people 
who are in our way.” 


Who are the type of.men who 
thus airily preach revolution by 
force? Imagine a young man of 
boyish figure speaking in the 
House with a rather mincing 
affected smile and uttering the 
most bloodthirsty threats against 
everyone. With a very good Air 
Force record and ‘considerable 
brainpower—once—there are many 
who think he is suffering from war 
experiences. Mr. Malone gives 
some the impression that he has 
great will determination and may 
go far. Others frankly do not 
know what to make of him except 
that he is a catspaw of others. 
Certainly he suggests the under- 
graduate—under the cloud ef social 
ostracism and with the feeling that 
no one wants to come into contact 
with him. Doubtless he is em- 
bittered but his mania for blood 
is obscuring his mental vision. 


Then there is Mr. Williams a 
trades union secretary of the semi- 
Bohemian type and appearance— 
the artisan visionary who never 
was practical and is never in the 
least likely to be. He is_ the 
bourgeois art student type. Down 
the scale and not so ferocions you 
get Mr. Cramp of the solid build 
and pointed moustaches—with the 
suggestion that he is learning 
economics and wants a short cut 
to the New Elysium. 


Next Tom Mann the apostle of 
the “under dog” with foghorn 
voice, who has been publican and 


most other things and reflects 
them in his mien and manners. 
After them the smaller fry—all 


young with big red ties and bowler 
hats and union badges and 
cigarettes and restless features 
mostly anaemic and all halfbaked. 
They are the votaries of Core—of 
Leninism—of Trotskyism—of the 
Great Upheaval. The foreign ad- 
venturers who are sneaking in to 
this country play with them. 
Bloody revolution is not made by 
scatterbrains. 





Los Angeles, Jan. 3.—Admiral 
Luther Williams (retired) died 
here to-day.—Reuter 
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SHANGHAI NEWS 


POLITICAL MURDER 
ATTEMPTED 





Attempt on Gen. Li 





NEED FOR DRASTIC 
MEASURES IN SHANGHAT 


It has been established beyond 
doubt that the attempted .assassin- 
ation which took place in Wei- 
haiwei Road on the evening of Dec- 
ember 29 was the work of a polit- 
ical gang, and follows upon politi- 
eal changes in the south. Amongst 
‘recent arrivals in Shanghai, the 
usual refuge in a political storui. 
were General Li Kiung-yuan, @ 
native of Yunnan who was Civil 
Governor of Shensi in 1916-7, and 
until recently held command of a 
Division-in the south, where he 
was Defence Commissioner and 
Military Governor of Canton, and 
also ono of the leaders of the 
Tsengyuhui party ; Mau Yung-shing 
ex-Tuchun of Kuangtung, Yang 
Yung-tai, late Civil Governor of 
Canton, and Wen Tsung-yao, whose 
appearance in Shanghai coincides 
with the return of Sun Yat-sen and 
his followers to Canton. During 
the past. two months Gencral Li 
and Mau . Yung-shing have been 
residing at No. 911 Weihaiwei 
Road, with one or two soldiers and 
a@ secretary in attendance. From 
the information which has so far 
been gathered it seoms that the 
affair on December 29 was an at- 
tempt on the life of General Li. 


Private Secretary Sxor. 


It appears that at about 6 
o’clock, three men, all well dressed, 
and speaking the northern dialect, 
forced their way into the house 
and asked if Li Kung-yuan lived 
thore. They were answered by Liu 
Wei-sce (the Gencral’s private sec- 
retary), who told them that General 
Li was not in the house and did 
not live there. The visitors werd 
not satisfied with this reply and 
were about to push their way in 
to make search when Liu put up 
his arm to bar the way. Immedi- 
ately all three men drew _ pistols 
and three shots were fired, Liu be- 
ing wounded in the breast and 
falling to the floor. The strangers 
at once turned and left the house. 
They were followed, as they made 
their way down south Chengtn 
Road ‘towards the French Conces- 
sion, by a servant, who had been in 
the room at the time, but this man 
was too frightened to raise an 
alarm and lost. trace of the men. 
He informed the first police con- 
stable he met, and together ther 
went back to the house. Liu was 
removed with all speed to St. 
ut abeth’s Hospital in Sinza Road, 
wher 
dition, the police “having so far 
heen unable to take > statement 
from him. Meanwhile, search is 
being made for the three men, of 
whom descriptions have been given. 








‘© he now lies in a serious con-}- 


Necessity ror Acrion. 


The case is in every respect 
characteristic of the series of 
crimes accompanying the politiéal 
upheaval of 1911, and it is to be 
hoped that the authorities will 
exercise the fullest powers in srder 
to prevent the various parties from 
making Shanghai a convenience 
for this class of work. In this 
connexion, stress should be laid) 
upon observations bearing on the 
matter which appeared in the “re- 
port of the Criminal Investiga- 
tion Department for 1917, and 
particularly that part of the re- 
port suggesting concerted action by: 
the authorities of the International 
and French Settlements for the 
purpose of clearing the Concessions 
of political renegades and their 
out-of-work followers, ready to 
commit any crime at the price of 
a few dollars. The report to 
which we refer, states:— 

“As has constantly been the 
ease since 1911, the activities of 
the Department have been closely 
connected with current polities in 
hina. Every important political 
movement in China inevitably has 
its effect on Shanghai, and the 
danger to which the Settlement is 
exposed through the presence of 
political plotters and agitators is 
hardly understood as it should be. 
‘These men bring in their train a 
horde of adventurers who are well 
known as the off-scourings of the 
professional revolutionary classes 
so much in evidence during the 
past six years. They are persons 
who have everything to gain by 
disorder, and is they who keep 
the district in a state of turmoil 
and unrest and who swell the re- 
cords of bomb outrages, robberies. 
murders and other forms of crime 
in the Settlement. 

“Many of them are men of no 
mean ability. They are accustom- 
ed to the use of firearms and to 
the handling of explosives which 
they seem always able to procure: 
and they are ready at all times to 
serve any pavmaster and to do 
any kind of dastardly work. The 
weapons they carry are mostly 
antomatie pistols imported from 
Japan and elsewhere to arm pa 
cinants in attempted local rising: 
and these weapons are now nsed 
hy their owners to terrorize neople 
they wish to rob and to kill or 
wound nolice and civilians in the 
event of pursuit. 

Tt seems appronriate at this 
time to consider whether it is not 
nossible, in coniunction with the 
suthorities of the French %Settle- 
ment, to bring about the expulsion 
of all persons who have no osten- 
sible means of livelihood and who 
cannot show that they have any 
legitimate business in this place, 
Right of asylum for bona fide poli- 
tica] refugees is one question: in- 























Aiscriminate protection for dan- 
gerous revolutionary riff-raff is 
quite another.” 

Tue under-mentioned are re- 


quested to communicate with the 
British Naval Agent, No. 26 The 
“und :—Lieut. Hi F. Carey, R.¥. 
and Claude Davis, deckhand, R. 











expedition in 
only done great things in the mili- 
tary field but has also branched out 
into 
philosophy ‘and 
General Buffington, he invented the 
Buffington-Crozier disappearing gun 
carriage and he is also the inventor 
of a wire gun., 


General 
professor of natural 


attendance of members and 
who appreciated very muacn 


SOLDIER AND INVENTOR 





Distinguished American 
General in Peking 


Major-General William Crozier, 
who has been for many years Chief 
of Ordnance in Washington, D. C., 
is now in Peking and he will be 
in Shanghai in a few days. Major- 
General Crozier is a graduate of 
the U. S. Military Academy and 
his military career has been long 
and interesting. He served in the 


Powder River campaign against the 


Sioux Indians in the winter of 1876 
and 1877; in the campaign against 
the Bannocks in 1876; he was staff 


officer in the field in the Philippine 


insurrection in 1900; and chief 
ordance officer of the Peking relief 
1900. He has not 


field of experimental 
invention. With 


the 


By the Military Academy Major- 
Crozier was- appointed 
and experi- 
mental philosophy after his  dis- 


charge from voluntary service, but 
he declined this and in the same 
year was made 
Chief of Ordnance of the U. S. A 
Among the 
given in honour of Major-General 
Crozier while he was in Peking, 
was a big dinner, 
Peking post of 
Legion. 


Brigadier-General 


many entertainments 


given by . the 
the American 








Famous Sights in China 
At the Chinese Y.M.C.A, on Wed- 


nesday Mr. F. R, Sites, of the U.B, 


Steel Products Co., gave an illu- 


strated Iecture on “Famous Sights 


in China.” There was an excellent 
riends. 
Mr. 


Sites’s lecture. 
A number of ccloured stercoptic- 


an pictures, made from negatives 


taken by Mr. Sites himself, show- 
img Chinese life, architecture, and 
landscape, were show! Starting 
from Shanghai, Mr. es took his 
audience to Hangchow and &oo- 
chow, up the Yangtze River, touch- 
ing at various ports, and finally 
reached the Gorges. Going north- 
wards, the audience was carried to 
Tientsin, stopping at the Tomb of 
Confucius on the way and_passing 
over country in Chihli Province 
which was in 1917 covered by 
floods and which is now suffering 
even more seriously as a, result of 
the drought. Of Peking there is 
an excellent series of pictures show 
ing not only the pink walls and 
the yellow tiles of the old Impsvial 
gateways and palace but also 
al Northern life in the streets 
of Peking. 

The lecture closed at the Great 
Wall, the northern limit of China 
proper. : 

A vote of thanks was then ac- 
corded the lecturer. 
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SHIPPING DISASTER AT 
KIANGNAN 








A Fire Mystery 


On Wednesday morning shortly 
before 10 o’clock the str. Albatross 
sank in the river near Kiangnan 
Dock, after having burned furiously 
for some hours, the fire consuming 
everything and leaving only a mere 
shell. Circumstances attending fhe 
loss of the vessel, so far as at pre- 
sent known, are somewhat curious, 
and the Municipal Police have been 
called in to make investigations. 

The Albatross, a wooden vessel 
of 1,000 tons, was built in Japan 
jn 1918 for Messrs. Lassaridi & 
Kerensky, of Vladivostok. Recent- 
ly, she came down, in ballast, from 
Vladivostok to ply in the China 
trade, being in the charge of 
Captain Pavlov, whose first and 
second officers and first, second and 
third engineers were Russians. 
The crew was composed of Shan- 
tung men. The arrangement was, 
that these latter should be dis- 
charged and a local crew engaged 
on Tuesday afternoon, but no in- 
formation is available as to whether 
the change was made. The vessel 
was scheduled to leave Shanghai 
on ‘Wednesday afternoon for Hai- 
chow; . 


Srrance OursreaK or Fire. 


Precisely how the disaster 
occurred is not known. In short, 
at the time of writing, the matter 
is “shrouded in mystery,” the 
Master’s report not having been 
received. It has been reported that 
the vessel was observed to be on fire 
at about 10 o’clock on Tuesday 


night. 
The probability is that the flames, 
seen by some observer, were 


supposed by him to be on the other 


side of the river, since no alarm 
was raised and no assistance call- 
ed for. 
a.m, on Wednesday that the out- 
break was reported to the River 
Police. The Customs Fire 
in the charge of the Assistant Har- 
pour Master (Mr. Antoncich) at 
once went to render assistance, 
and worked on the burning vessel 
until close upon 10 o’clock, by 
which time the whole ship was re- 
duced to a cinder. Captain Myhre, 
the Harbour Master, accompanied 
by Mr. Justesen (representing the 
agents), went up to have the vessel 
yemoved so as not to be an obstruc- 
tion to other shipping, and it was 
thought possible she might be 
towed further up river, but before 
this could be done, the Albatross 
sank at the side of the fairway, 
“leaving only part of the funnel 
above water. 


The vessel was insured with the 
Yamato Sailing Ship Marine In- 
surance Co., of Kobe, for Y.20,000. 
We understand that quite recently 
the owaers refused an offer of 
Y.40,000 for the ship. 


_ It was at one time feared that the 

Captain and his officers might 
have perished with the vessel, but 
we understand that “all safe” 
has been reported. 


It was not until about 4.30 | 


Float, | 
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WEDDING 





Hoffman-Matton 


At eight o’clock last Friday 
night, in the Union Church of 
Shanghai, Miss Mathilde Aimee 
Matton was given in marriage to 
Mr. Walter Gaily Hoffman, both 
well-known residents of this city. 
Miss Matton, who is the daughter 
of Mr. H. E. Matton of Houston, 
Texas, was brought into the church 
on the arm of Dr. R. A. Parker, at 
‘whose home she has been living 
jsince she came to this city. The 
pride wore an exquisite dress of 
crepe satin and silk tulle heavily 
embroidered and trimmed with 
pearls and she looked beautiful 
under a lovely veil caught up and 
jbanded against her forehead with 
jorange blossoms. Her bouquet was 
of bride’s roses and lilies of the 
valley. Mrs. Frank W. Hadley, 
matron of honour, was gowned in 
henna, gold-trimmed silk and she 
wore a small gold hat and gold slip- 
| pers. é 


Preceding his playing of. the 
Wedding March from “Lohengrin” 
Mr. J. Waddell accompanied Miss 
|Myra Olive, who sang “ At Dawn- 
ing.” Tht marriage was solemnized 
beneath a huge bell of crysan- 
themum, pine, and cosmos which 
hung above the steps of the altar 
in the tastefully decorated church. 
|The Rev. W. P. Roberts, Acting 
President of St. John’s University, 
performed the ceremony, after 
which Miss Myra Olive sang 
@’Hardclot’s “Because.” Miss Edna 
Carter caught the bridal bouquet. 


Mr. Walter Hoffman, who is the 
son of Mrs. Alice E. Hoffman of 
San Diego. California, ‘is District 
{Manager of the local branch of the 
Standard Oil Company. He is a 
University man, having degrees 
| from both the University of Indiana 
iand Princeton. He was attended 
by Mr. Monte Smith, best man. 


Miss Matton came to Shanghai in 
March, 1920, as secretary to the 
President of St. John’s University, 
and she has become very popular 
with the younger set of Shanghai. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hoffman left. shortly 
after the ceremony for Hankow, 
where they will remain for ten days 
or two weeks, after which time they 
|will be.at home at 32 Connaught 
Road. 


Mr. H. R. Hughes and Mr. Paul 
Chatom were ushers and other 
guests were Mr. Mablon F. : Per- 
kins, American Consul, Mr. and 
iMrs. H. E. Cole, Mr. and Mrs. C- 
W. Atkinson, Dr. and Mrs. R. A. 
Parker, Mr. and Mrs. Max Cavan- 
augh, Mr. and Mrs. M. A. Thomp 
ony Mr. and Mrs, R. T. Bryan, 
Jy., Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hadley, 
{r, and Mrs. R. B. Niehols, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Rowe, the Misses 








Lillian May Wilkinson, Edna Car- 
ter, Hester Carter, 
kin, 
and Messrs. 
Browne, Lester Graham, 
Wilkins. 


Gretchen _Fit- 
Catherine Harr, Sara Reed, 
A, T. Harr, James 
and P..N. 








R.| temporary offices and 
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A NEW LICENSING 
AUTHORITY 


Hongkew Creek Thieves 


For some time past the boatmen 
using Hongkew Creek have been 
subject to the attentions of a gang 
of thieves using a clever method of 
extortion. The country people 
bringing in their wares and pro- 
duce for the Shanghai markets 
have always had to pay the toll of 
innumerable petty larcenies, and it 
occurred to some members of the 
light fingered fraternity to convert. 
these misfortunes into a regular 
and easier means of assuring a 
dishonest livlihood. 

‘They opened an’ “office,” using 
(without permission, of course) the 
room of a watchman employed at a 
Chinese business house near the 
creek, and to this place the boat- 
men were instructed to go, with the 
object of obtaining a “‘ticence.’’ 
The “licence” consisted of a zinc 
plate, numbered in red letters on a 
white ground, to be obtained and 
held on a monthly payment of $1, 
and this was to be the talisman 
which would protect the purchaser 
from visitation by the robbers who 
infest the creek. : 

Licensees were instructed to keep 
the plate in a certain place, where 
it would be available for “inspect- 
ion” by authorized members of 
the gang. : 

A dispute between three of these 
men and one of their victims led 
to inquiries by the police, and 
-several arrests were made, with the 
result that the scheme will remait 
in abeyance for a time while some 
of its promoters perform less _ re- 
munerative work in the Municipal 
Gaol. 





NEW BANK IN SHANGHAI 





Tur opening reception of the 
Equitable Eastern Banking Cor- 
poration was held on Tuesday at its 
temporary offices as No. 1 Kiukiang 
Road. There was a ° continuous 
flow of visitors throughout the day. 
The new organization is designed 
to facilitate and develop the Far 
Eastern business now being .done 
by the Equitable Trust Co. of New 

ork. It will be capitalized xt 
$2,000,000 with a surplus of $3500,- 
000. Among the _ stock-holding 
banks are the Equitable Trust Co. 
of New York, the Mercantile 
Trust Co. of San Francisco, the 
Northwestern National Bank of 
Portland, Oregon, and the Citizens’ 
National Bank of Los Angeles. 
Officers of the new institution in- 
clude Messrs. W. J. Oehlmann and 


J. J. Rogers, joint_managers ; 5. 
Kreer, cashier; Henriques, 
auditor; and W. J. Bossert, 


manager of the telegraphic trans- 
fer department. Upon completion 
of the new Robert Dollar ;Com- 
pany’s building in Canton Road, 
the bank will remove from. its 
occupy 
of Offices on the 
the new building. 


handsome suite 
ground floor of 





. and Newchwang, as well 
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Mr. E. C. Fetherstonbaugh 


We learn with very deep regret of 
the death of Mr. Ernest Cuthbert 
Fetherstonhaugh, which occurred at 
the Victoria Uursing Home on Tues- 
day evening, from double pneumonia, 
after_only a brief illness. The late 
Mr. Fetherstonhaugh was born in 
Shanghai 29 years ago and was 
always very popular among a large 
circle of friends here, being a very 
enthusiastic sportsman and a keen 
and able marksman with the rifle. 
At one time a member of “B” 
Company British, S.V.C., he was 
later transferred to the Engineers 
Company and at the rifle meetings 
frequently won prizes. Prior to 
1912, he was employed by Messrs. 
Samuel & Co. in their Manchurian 
business, but in that year returned 
to Shanghai and joined the local 
staff of Messrs. Reiss & Co., in 
whose employment he remained un- 
til the time of his death. To his 
widow and two children the deepest 
sympathy is extended in their sud- 
den bereavement. 


Mr. W. J Waddilove 


We regret to learn that news was 
received in Shanghai on Tuesday of 
the death of Mr. William James 
Waddilove, which occurred in ¥an- 
conver, B.C., in the latter part of 
November from typhoid fever, Mr. 
Waddilove was born in Shanghai 
35 years ago, and was the son 


of the late Capt, W. Waddi- 
love, well known in Shipping 
circles on the China coast. 


Until the beginning of the Great 
War in 1914 Mr, Waddilove was 
employed by tho Standard Oil 
Company and had been a member of 
their staffs at Soochow, Kiukiang 
as at 
Shanghai. In his younger days he 
was an enthusiastic member of “A” 
Company, S.V.C:, and a very good 
footballer, especially as a right 
full back. Early in the War he 
volunteered for the Front and went 
Home with the Chinese Labour 
Corps, a detachment of which he 
brought back to Shanghai early last 
year. After his return te Shanghai 
he joined the staff of the Shanghai 
Waterworks Company, and recently 
left for Vancouver, where his death 
occurred . He leaves a widow and 
child, who are at present resident in 
Newchwang. 








Suicide of a Japanese 


M. Nakamura, a Japarese pass- 
enger on board the str. Paui 
Lecat, committed suicide in his 
cabin by hanging. while the vessel 
wad berthed at Whangnoo Wharf 
on New Year’s Day. Deceased was 
a Government railway engineer 
end no information has transpired 
as to why he took his life. 

The body was removed to the 
Honganji Temple, Woochang Road. 








Cart. W. H. Hazlerigg, who ar- 
rived recently in Hongkong will 
succeed Mr. Longinotto in the posi- 
tion of Assistant Crown Solicitor. 


DEATH OF MRS. W. S. 
JACKSON 





It was with feelings of deep re- 
gret that the community on New 
Year’s day received news of the 
death of Mrs. W. S. Jackson, an 
old and much esteemed resident of 
Shanghai. For, many years, Mrs. 
Jackson had suffered from an in- 
curable illness, and in October, 
upen returning from Weihaiwei, 
was confined to her room at the 
residence in Route de Say Zoong 
where, after much suffering borne 
with great patience, she passed 
away peacefully in sleep. 


The deceased lady, who was tO 
years of age, had been a resident 
of Shanghai since her fourth year, 
when she came to China with her 
parents, the late Captain and Mrs. 
John P. Roberts, in a sailing vessel. 
The family was very well known 
and took a prominent part in the 
life of the community, and, in later 
years, Mrs. Jackson, who was 
greatly esteemed and had a very 
large circle of friends, identified 
herself with much charitable work. 
In particular, she was _ interested 
in the Foreign Babies’ Home, and 
in many other ways expressed a 
thoughtful and sympathetic interest 
in the needy, a disposition which 
was in turn recognized by the 
sympathy of a host of friends ex- 
tended to her in her long ilness. 

Mrs. Jackson was married to Mr. 
W. S. Jackson, general manager of 
the Yangtsze Insurance Co. and 
chairman of the Stewards of the 
Shanghai Race Club, in 1887. She 
had two sisters: the late Lady 
Hornby, wife of Sir Edmund 
Hornby, Judge of H. M. Supreme 
Court, and her surviving _ sister, 
Mrs, Gabriel Morrison, now in 
England. The sympathy of all 
will be extended to Mr. Jackson, 
and his son, now at Chefoo. 


Tap Funerat. 


The funeral took place at Bub- 
bling Well cemetery on Sunday 
afternoon, and despite most un- 
pleasant weather a large number 
of friends were presont, the service 
in the Chapel being very fully at- 
tended. The Dean, the Rev. C. J. F. 
Symons, officiated, and the pall 
bearers were: Messrs. C. H. C. 
Platt, A. Brooke-Smith, Brodie A. 
Clarke, P. Marshall, E. H. 
MoMichael, T. A. Clark, C. R. 
Shaw and E. E. Clark. 


Many beautiful wreaths were laid 
on the grave. . 








Tue following have been appoint 
ed as Assessors to the Mixed Court 
for the coming year:—British— 
Messrs. A. D. Blackburn and J. C 
Hutchison ; American—Messrs. R. 
P. Tenney and J. E. Jacobs; 
Italian—Mr. R. Ferraiolo; Japan- 
ese—Mr. K. Hayashide. For the 
time being, Mr. Ivanov will con- 
tinue to act as Senior Consul’s 
Assessor, judicating in the cases of 
unrepresented foreigners = who 








speak Russian. but his appoint- 
ment has not been confirmed. 





FRENCH NAVAL TRAGEDY 


Liberty Men’s Brawl 


A French sailor has been detain- 
ed for shooting a comrade in . the 
breast outside The Naval Club 
bars. 


It is reported that several sailors 
from the Commandant Marges, 
lying off Yangtszepoo, invited two 
women belonging to the bar to 
dance with them. While they were 
in conversation with the women. 
the brawl occurred, and the man 
is alleged to have fired a Browning 
automatic pistol. He afterwards 
sought the advice of his captain. 
who advised him to surrender to 
the French authorities. 


The victim was immediately 
taken to St. Mary’s Hospital, where 
an operation was at once perform- 
ed, and he is now in a critical 
condition. 


Viermu’s SraTeaent. 


From further details to hand, 
it is understood that the victim, 
whose name is Consic, has made 
some progress towards recovery, 


after a successful operation. The 


wounded man, it is learned, made 
a statement to the effect that he 
was talking to Jean Solomon, with 
whom ho was sitting in the | bar. 
At another table were three other 
men from the Commandant Mages, 
Giovanoni, le Coier, and Pauw 
Rossi. Rossi _ quarrelled with 
Consic, and after a few minutes 
altercation, pulled out an auto- 
matic Browning 22 calibre pistol 
and shot him. 


The wounded man was taken by 
his friend Solomon to the South 
Manchurian Railway Wharf, and 
there taken on board the str. 
Paul Lecat. His injury was  at- 
tended to by the doctor of that, 
ship, and the man was then taken 
to hospital. S 

Rossi has confessed to shooting 
Consic, and said that he threw the 
revolver into the Hongkew Creek. 








Dinner to Mr. S. J. A. March 


The staff of the engineering de- 
partment of Messrs. Jardine, 
Matheson & Co., Ld., entertained 
Mr. S, J. A. March to dinner on 
Thursday at the Carlton Café. 

Mr. March is being transferred 
to the engineering department cf 
Messrs. Matheson & Co., Ld., Lon- 
don, and is leaving for Home on 
January 15. 

During the evening the Chair- 
man, Mr. Geo. S. Aveyard, on be- 
half of the staff. presented Mr. 
March with a silver cigarette box 
suitably inscribed. 

Among other guests present were 
Mr. E. R. Yin, of the Great China 
Cotton Mill, Mr. W. C. Hua, of 
the Foh Shing Flour Mill. and Mr. 
T. Y. Yao of the Wei Tong Electric 
Company. 

Miss Alexandria of San Francisco 





entertained with songs and dances 
during the evening. 
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PRESENTATION TO MR. 
J. F. REID 


By Marine Engineers’ Guild 


A very pleasing function took 
place at the Carlton Café on 
Monday evening, when a large 
number ~ of members of the 
Marine Engineers’ Guild of 
China, and friends, assembled to 
offer to Mr. J. F. Reid, late secre- 
tary of the Guild, their congratu- 
lations upon his forthcoming mar- 
riage, and to present to him a 
handsome grafonola as a wedding 
present and as w token of their 
esteem. * 

Mr. J. Watson presided and in 
welcoming the guests referred to 
the fact that Mr. Reid had for six 
and a half years occupied the 
position of secretary to the Guild. 
Those who had the privilege of 
knowing him during his secretary- 
shin had never forgotten the great 
work he had accomplished during 
the Guild’s__ ear’ strugele for 
existence. If gifts were valuable 
pecording to the feelings of the 
givers, then their present, trifling 
though if ‘was, “would — verhans 
commend itself more to Mr. Reid 
than other precious obiects, from 
the foct that it was the gift of 
Friends. 

The presentation was made by 
-Mr. John Johnston, chief enginecr 
ot the C.N.S, Szechuen, who, in & 
humorous speech, said that the 
voyage Mr. Reid was now  under- 
taking required many good quali- 
ties, pluck and endurance, which 
they knew he possessed. 

Mr. W. G. Stokes, secretary of 
the Hongkong branch of the 
Guild proposed the health-- of 
Mr. Reid and his future bride, and 
the toast having been heartily 
honoured, Mr. Reid, on behalf of 
Miss Freebairn and himself, ex- 
pressed their best thanks for tho 
beautiful gift. Regarding his 
work for the Guild, he said that he 
had reeeived every assistance from 
the members, and in many cases 
it was the members themselves who 
got over the difficulties. It would 
be with very great pleasure indeed 
that he would Jook back upon the 
relations that had! existed between 
tho members and himself, and he 
wished continued prosperity to 
the organization and members. 

















SPURIOUS MONEY 


Tourist’s Counterfeit $50 Bill 


One of the cleverest jtricks of 
the forger’s game came to light in 
Shanghai recently. A European 
called at an exchange shop in 
Broadway to buy American dollars. 
The following day he discovered 
that one of the $50 notes he had 
,Purchased was spurious, on pre- 
‘senting it for examination by the 
police. The figuring and lettering 
had been very skilfully altered, 
and it required much scrutiny to 
notice any defects. An American 
and Far Eastern gang are said to 


THE FIREMAN’S HOLIDAY 





The Fire Brigade rang the new 
year in merriuy“at 12 midnight, 
greetings being passed round 
ie stations, and the men were 
soon aiterwards on the move. A 
call was received at 1°46 to 4A! 

arroch Road, where a fire cracker 
had set light to some linen on the 
verandah. The services of the 
Hongkew Division were not re-, 
quired, however, the fire being ex 
tinguished by the occupants of the} 
house. ‘ 

In the afternoon, Hongkev: Divi-! 
sion received a call to East Seward 
Road, where the top: floor of a} 
medicine shop was in flames an: 
the fire spreading to adjoining; 
premises. The fire was quickly! 
checked and confined to the room 
in which it originated. The Di 
sion attended to 
outbreak at a machine shop in 
Ward Road on Sunday afternoon. 

At 3.45 a.m. on Monday, Hong- 
kew Division was again called out, 
this time to Hanbury Road, where 











block of Chinese dwelling houses, 
was in flames. The house was 
burnt out and damage done to two 
adjoining houses. 


A, Quier Saone. 

On Monday evening, about 7.30, 
the Sinza Davision received a call 
to the Hong Yue Cotton Mill, and 
for some time had « diflicult job to 
tackle, first under Supervising 
Fireman Pottersgill, and_after- 
wards the Chief Officer. The fire 
broke out in the mixing room, on 
the first floor of the main mill. 
The mill staff got to work with a 
line of hose, but were beaten back 
by the smoke, and the fire, made 
headway. The Brigade used smoke 
masks, and when the men got close 
in to thé bins cries were heard. 
Chinese fireman No. 181 pluckily 
clambered over the blazing cotton 
and eventually reached a man who 
was lying in the cotton, terribly 
burned. He brought the man out, 
and, after first aid had been render- 
ed, he was sent to the Shantung 
Road hospital. It is supposed that 
the man went in the bin for a quiet 





smoke, fell asleep, and dropped his 
cigarette, which set the cotton 
alight. Tt was not until 10 p.m. 
that the burning cotton was got out 
from four or five bins. The mill 
itself was not affected, and work 
proceeded as usual. 








AmonG the passengers who de- 
parted by the I.-C.8. Suiwo for 
Hankow on Tuesday were the Rev- 
and Mrs. A. C. §. Trivett. Mr. 
Trivett arrived recently from 
Canada and is to take up the 
rectorship of the Anglican Church 
at Hankow immediately upon his 
arrival there. 5 





be the clever-artists engaged in 
this highly profitable occupation, 
from whose hands so far only a 


No. Rool, situated in a congested | guests with music of a quality 


UNION CHURCH SOCIAL 
CLUB 





Pleasant Inaugural Function 


The inaugural meeting of the 
Union Church Social Club took 
place on New Year’s Eve in the 


Union Church Hail. In spite of 
inclement weather there were 
about 200 people present to wish 
success to the new venture, and, 
during the evening, 60 members 
were enrolled. : 

The function was, in every way, 
a most successful one. The right 
note was struck at’ the outset, and 
throughout the evening there was 


la noticeable absence of that stiff- 


ness and reserve’ which so often 
spoils such gatherings. Those who 
were present mixed well, and 
seemed easily to establish friendly 


another. slight |relations with each other. 


Much of the success of the even: 
ing was due to the kindness of 
Prof. Zalsman and his Quartette — 
who found time, in spite of other 
engagements, to entertain the 
that 
is too well known in Shanghai to 
need commendation here. Mr. 
Graham Barrow also laid the _ in- 
fant club under heavy obligation 
by giving one. of his humorous 
recitals, 

Tho Rev. A. N. Rowland | was 
chairman of the meeting, avd, in 
the course of his remarks, outlined 


the purposes for which the club 
has been established. Like many 
others, the Committee has been 


impressed by the need that exists 
for some provision being made 
for the welfare of the great mnum- 
bers of young men and women from 
the Homelands who are now to 
be found in Shanghai. Many of 
them have neither friends nor home 
here. It ig to these especially that 


the club opens its doors. It offers 
healthy and pleasant recreation, 
and the opportunity of forming 


lasting friendship, The programme 
of the club is a comprehensive one. 
Nothing that is healthy, clean, and 
human is outside its scope. 
begins in a small way but its 
development is only limited by the 
amount of support it receives from 
those it seeks to serve. Already 
promises of help have been received 
from a distinguished sinologue who 
is willing to give lessons in ele- 
mentary mandarin, and from an 
expert in tho mysteries of Chinese 
business methods, who will lecture 
‘on this subject, providing the mem- 
bers desire the help .that these 
gentlemen can give. : 
The meeting closed with family 
prayers as the New Year was ush- 
cred in. Everybody had enjoyed 
themselves thoroughly, and the 
guests of the evening went their 
several ways wishing each other 
and the new club a happy+ and 
prosperous New Year. 
I 


Blind Soldiers and Sailors 











solitary specimen has reached the 


Settlement. But it will be advis- 
»ble to keep one’s eyes open in 
future. 





Previously acknowledged $5 Tis. 20 
Coonskin 25 
Billiards 2 
$32 Tis. 20 
Debit Balance Tia 68 
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AN END TO THE 
“ TRENCHES” 





The Closing Order 


In response to the agitation on 
the part of the foreign community, 
aa shown in our columns, the Chin 
ese authorities have resolved that 
the “Trenches” be closed: -An im- 
portant part was played in this 
agitation by Mr. F. J. Schuhl, 
Commissioner of the U. S. Court, 
who in a recent case remarked that 
he hoped that the ‘Trenches’ 
would be closed. 

As a result of this agitation, 
which was brought to his attention, 
General Ho Feng-ling, Military 
Governor of Shanghai and Sung- 
kiang, issued orders to the Police 
and Law Courts under his juris- 
diction, instructing them to notify 
all proprietors of houses in the 
“Trench” district that the places 
must be closed within a period of 
one month. 


Surprisina Necuiarnce. 

The order reads in part :— 

“As the locality in 
directly under our 
administration, it is very surprising 
that that the local authorities did 
not take steps to prohibit such business 
long ago in order to avoid criticism and 
attacks from foreigners... .. If we 
wish to maintain our national dignity 
and the confidence which has been placed 
in us by both foreigners and our own 
people, we must get to the root of the 
trouble and do what we can to prevent. 
such occurrences in future. 

‘Wherefore all concerned are hereby 
notified that these bars and dance halls 
are to be closed within a period of one 
month, failing which they will be 
forcibly closed and sealed up by the 
authdrities. All licences are hereby 
withdrawn and business of this sort is 
forbidden hereafter.’? 

Tn connexion with this order, it 
will be interesting to note how the 
bar-rooms in the “Trenches” ar> 
trying to evade the 12 o’clock clos- 
ing law. The majority of the 
places are now provided with 
black curtains which they place 
before all windows so that no light 
is seen from the outside. Thus, 
while seemingly closed, they stiil 
carry on business inside “as usual.” 
What they will do when this order 
is enforced will be watched with 
interest. 


question comes 
jurisdiction and 








New orders have since been issued 
by Gereral Ho Feng-ling, Military 
Governor of Shanghai and Sung- 
kiang, to close down, within one 
week, all low class cafés in the 
“Trenches.” The local authorities 
lave also been ordered to close 
more than ten Japanese houses of 
ill-fame in Chinese territory. 





Another notification hag been 
issued- in connexion with the clos- 
ing of the “Trenches” by Gen. Ho 
Feng-ling. It reads in part: 
“Owing to the fact that the mid- 
night closing law has not been 
strictly carried out by bar-owners, 
the police are hereby ordered +3 
seal the wremises and revoke the 
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OLD TESTAMENT LAW 





And Its Application To-day 


Can the ethics of Old Testament 
legislation help to solve some of 
the burning ,social problems of to- 
day? 

This was the theme of a Quest 
Society lecture on “The Legisla- 
tion of the Old Testament” by Mr. 
J. E. Salmon, B.a., at the Royal 
Asiatic Society on Tuesday, Dr. 
H. Chatley presiding. 

“Tf doctors and scientists are 
agreed that the dietary and 
hygienic laws of Moses anticipated 
modern theories for the preserva: 
tion of health and the prevention 











of disease, by thousands of years,” 
declared Mr. Salmon, “surely it 
should eccasion no prise if the 





rules relating to social order prove 
of eqnal value?” are 

Regarding the Biblical conception 
of tho_rights of ownership, the 
lecturer pointed out that only 
“limited ownership” was recogniz- 
ed. The legal notion of propriec- 
tary right is abselute and un- 
restricted, and though perfectly 
logical, has no place in the Mosaic 
system, which Voltaire and other 
rationalists sneered at, as being 
unfitted to cope with the complex 
relations of modern society. But 
time would show which wis 
correct. An attentive observer of 
present day legislation could not 
fail to see already signs of covert. 
attacks on the sacred rights of 
property. 

The Sabbatical and Jubilee years 
were potent instruments against 
the accumulation of landed pro- 
perty and for the reduction of 
tyrannical power. Every) (seventh 
vear occurred the sabbatical year, 
during which no field labour was 
nermitted, and the land left fallow. 
Debtors were released and bondmen 
received~ their freedom. The 
termination of seven cycles of 
seven years was termed a Jubilee 
year. Then was all alienated land 
returned to the original owners or 
their heirs. Thus a renovation of 
society was effected! every half 
century. Israel was a country of 
peasant proprietors. 

“The idea that the mabriage 
bond is indissoluble is foreign to 
Jewish conceptions, and the par- 
ent of many abuses and hard- 
shins.” 

It was noteworthy. he continued, 
that after a lapse of centuries. a 
more sane view was being adopted 
with regard to divorce. ; 

The inter-relations of the ancient 
Israelites among themselves were 
as members of a commonwealth. 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself” was the rule of conduct. 
Tn this scheme even the claims of 
dumb animals were not forgotten. 
Usnry was forbidden, and the 
rights of the poor amply nrotected. 
As for widow’s and crphans_ the 
climate of ancient Israel must have 
been very unhealthy for fraudul- 
ent company promoters and bank- 
ers and their ilk, who under pre- 











licences of all law-breakers who do 
not act in accordance with this 
law.” 


sent conditions, consider these 
classes their natural prey. 
An interesting discussion, open- 





TRADE PROPAGANDA 





Interesting Display of 
Industrial Films 


A series of industrial motion 
pictures by Mr. David P. Howells, 
which were exhibited at the 
Y. M. C. A. last week, are just 
‘what is needed for the dissemina- 


tion of information to improve 
China’s trade, and agricultural 
position. 

Besides illustrating the latest 


European methods of production, 
particularly in the iron and steel 
trade, this series of films can be 
used as a means of popular educa- 
tion. The reel whch depicts the 
young farmer's childhood days, his 
life in college taking a scientific 
course in agriculture, and his final 
return to the land, where he sees 
the adoption of modern methods of 
agriculture on his father’s farm, 
tends towards conditions which 
will eliminate poor crops and 
frequent famines in this country. 

Methods of rearing, spinning, 
and weaving silk in Europe are 
far. different from those in use 
in China, but the pictures explain- 
ed to the almost exclusively Chin- 
ese audience were watched by 
them with keen interest. The pos- 
sibilities of evaporating sea water 
in the salt industry on modern 
lines ware dopicted in’ the series 
showing the preparation of this 
commodity by evaporating  sea- 
water, as carried on in Sicily. 

Other subjects included views of 
tobacco plantations in Cuba, the 
manufacture of Sevres porcelain, 
and views of southern Franco. 

The films were originally order- 
ed by the Far Eastern Republic for 
industrial propaganda work in 
Siberia, but it is hoped that suf- 
ficient native enterprise will be 
forthcoming to enable them to be 
shown widely in China. Titles to 
each subject will be written in 
Chinese. which will considerably 
add to their value. 





‘SHELL MOTOR SPIRIT UP 


Twenty Cents a Gallon 

It will be remembered that some 
weeks ago the Standard Oi] Com- 
pany advanced the price of their 
petrol by about 30 cents a gallon, 
and we understand that the Asiatic 
Petroleum Company have raised 
the price of their Shell Motor 
Spirit by 20 cents a gallon from 
the 1st instant. 

It is stated that this advance is 
caused by the continued deprecia- 
tion in the value of silver. In con- 
nexion with the price of petrol in 
Shanghai we understand that the 
existing regulations do not permit 
the Asiatic-Petroleum Company to 
store petrol in bulk at their in- 
stallations on the Pootung side of 
the river, which necessitates the 
employment of drums for shipment, 
adding considerably to the freight 
and handling charges. : 


ed by Dr. Patrick, on the hygienic 
laws of the Bible, 
tecture. 


concluded the 








ee | 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 


January 8, 1921. 


~ THE NORTH-CHINA HERALD. 


83 





AN AMERICAN POET IN 
SHANGHAI 





Mr. Bynner in Search of 
Chinese Inspiration 


Mr, Witter Bynner, American 
poet and playwright, has been for 
a few days in Shanghai and _ re- 
turned on Tuesday to Peking where 
he is now engaged in translating 
and compiling “The Tang An- 
thology of 300 Poems’? which were 
written in the Tang dynasty. 

This is Mr. Bynner’s second trip 
to China. He will be in Shanghai 
again in February, after which he 
will return to the States to go to 
his home in New York after 
spending a short time on the Paci- 
fic Coast. Witter Bynner was 
born in Brooklyn, New York, in 
1881. He received his A. B. from 
Hlarvard in 1902, was assistant 
editor of ‘“McClure’s Magazine,” 
and advisory editor with Small. 
Maynard, & Co. He was the Phi 
Beta Kappa poet of Harvard in 
1911 and Instructor of English at 
tho University of California and 
Lecturer on Poctry and kindred 
subjects in 1919. 

Among the large collection of 
works that Mr. Bynner has _al- 
ready completed are “Young Har- 
vard,” “Tiger,” “The Little 
“King,” The New World,” “Iphi- 
genia in Tauris,” “Any Girl,” 
“Grenstone Poertis.” ‘The Canti- 
cle of Praise,” and ‘The Beloved 
Stranger.” 

‘Mrs. Simeon Ford, who has been 
associated with Bynner in some of 
his work, has also been in China 
for the past month and sailed on 
Monday last on tho T.K.K.S. 
Siberia Maru for New York vii 
San Francisco, Mrs. Ford is an au- 
thoress whose great work has been 
the writing of plays for children, 
chief among which are “Imagina” 
and “Snickerty-Nick,” which last 
was illustrated by Arthur Rackam 
and contained poems by Witter 
Bynner. She is also the authoress of 
“King Solomon and the Fair 
Shulamite.”” 

It is especially interesting that. 
in collaboration with Mr. Thomas 
W. Lamont, Mrs. Ford wrote a 
biography of George Frederick 
Watts, the famous painter. 











. Tue list of candidates nominat- 
ed so far for the French municipal 
election on January 12, is as foi- 
lows:—Dr. E. Tartois, and Messrs. 
W. J. N. Dyer, P. Mailly and A 
Arnaud-Coste. 





Last week Mr. W. A Sim took 
up his appointment as Usher at 
H. M. Supreme Court. Mr. Sim, 
who has the Mons Star decoration, 
served in France with the Royal 
Trish Rifles, as sergeant, was 
wounded at Neuve Chapelle, and 
invalided. He was afterwards em- 
ployed in the British Legation in 
Finland, later being . removed to 
the Foreign Office in London, 
whence he was appointed to 


Shanghai. - 


DEAR RICE 





A Chapei Export Combine 


The Chinese press publishes the 

following story of a rice combine 
which -is said to have been 
organized in Chapei especially for 
the purpose of exporting rice 
abroad :— 
__ ©The price of rice is again show- 
ing an increasing tendency. The 
best grain is sold at $11, while 39 
is asked for the cheaper grade. 
Now a combine has been organized 
and is handling thousands of 
piculs of rice which is transported 
abroad. 


“Some 30,000 piculs of rice were 
bought at -a fairly low price, 
transported to Nanking and from 
thence sent to Tsingtao, via 
Pukow. At Tsingtao, it was sold 
to the merchants of a certain coun- 
try at $26 per picul. Upon ex- 
amination by the latter, it was 
found that the poorer grade was 
mixed with the better grade. De- 
livery was refused. The unscru- 
pulous ones were greatly afraid 
and after some 50 days haggling 
over the telegraphic wires and after 
spending some $50,000, the mer- 
chants in Tsingtao agreed to take 
delivery. 

“In_ spite of this loss, it is re- 
ported that the combine is still 
working hard at the same practice 
and hopes eventually to make up 
for the loss it sustained.” 


Hoarpers Movine ro Cuaret. 


The rice situation eased some- 
what on Thursday, Inquiries showed 
that there was a drop of about 30 
cents a picul, bringing prices down 
to between $9 and $10. 

It was stated that owing to the 
inland officials trying to enforce 
the famine surtax, the merchants 
refused to ship any of the grain to 
Shanghai, but rather hoarded it up 
inland. When the officials saw 
that they could not collect the sur- 
tax, they decided not to levy on 
rice-boats. Hence, during the past 
two days, some 200 of these boats 
have arrived in Shanghai and thus 
have greatly relieved the situation. 

The Chinese Press states that 
{the Civil Governor of Kiangsu has 
ordered an investigation into the 
alleged hoarding of rice at Pukou 
for exportation. So far some 200 
bags have been found and con- 
fiscated by the authorities. 

Hoarders in the Shanghai Settle- 
ments, continues the Chinese Press, 
finding that the Municipal Council 
is bent on prosecuting rice hoarders 
here, are beginning to move their 
stocks into the Chinese territory. 
especially Chapei. Wheelbarrows 
lader with the grain may be seen 
in the vicinity of the Sinza (?) 
Bridse being transported into 
Chapei. 














Tue death occurred recently in 
London of Mrs. Findlay Smith 
wife of the well-known proprietor 
of the Peak Hotel, who has been a 
resident of Hongkong for over 50 
years. 





SERIOUS ACCIDENT ON 
THE RIVER 





Steamer Sunk Near Kiangnan 
Arsenal 


A serious accident occurred on 
the river on December 30 near 
Kiangnan Arsenal. The str. Taito 
Maru, of Osaka, chartered by the 
Kailan Mining Administration, 
was proceeding to a berth in the 
upper reaches and, while swinging 
to her anchor, fouled the stem of 
the Chinese cruiser Hai Yung, 
moored off the Arsenal. The Taito 
was so badly damaged that she 
sank alongside the cruiser. 

The Shanghai Tug & Lighter 
Company’s tugs, Alexandra and 
Vulcan were brought up and drow 
tho cruiser clear of the wreck. Tho 
Taito now lies in about 20 ft. of 

‘ater, with her decks awash at 
low tide. She had a full cargo of 
coal for the Kailan company. 











Serious Drowning Accidents 


The capsizing of two sampans on 
Wednesday afternoon was the 
cause of serious loss of life. 

A straw boat carrying over 40 
Chinese on the Soochow Creek 
sank within hail of the Pu Yi 
Cotton Mill. It is feared that a 
large number of the passengers 
wero drowned. The cause of the 
accident is not yet known, The 
boatman was saved, and has been 
detained at Chapci police station, 
pending inquiries, 

While steaming up the river to 
her berth, the str. Chikugo Maru, 
from Japan, collided with a sampan 
conveying three Chinese passengers 
to the Japanese Wharf. 
authorities believe that one of the 
occupants of the boat has been 
drowned. 








Swiss Consul in Shanghai 
Berne, Jan. 5. 
The Swiss Federal Council has 
appointed Dr. J. L. Isler, formerly 
secretary of the Swiss Legation in 
London, to be Swiss Censul at 
Shanghai.—Reuter. 











American Schooll'Re-opened 


The American School in North 
Szechuen Road re-opened on 
Wednesday morning with an enroll- 
ment of 210 pupils, which is the 
largest in its history. The students 
were nearly all back at 8.20 on the 
opening day, although many had 
to travel several days from their 
hom: Some of the young men 
and young women went as far as 
Foochow in order to spend their 
Christmas at home. 

Most of the faculty were able. to 
get away for at least part of the 
vacation, but all were back early. 
The vacation did not damp the 
spirit of work, and before noon all 
pupils were busily at work in pre- 








paration for the midyear examina- 
tions, which will come in the first 
week in February., 
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CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
CHINESE LOTTERIES 


Shanghai merchants have once 
more taken up arms against the 
sale of lottery tickets. 

It will be remembered that, a 
short time ago, they started a 
campaign against the sale of these 
tickets and received a certain 
amount of backing. They have 
now appealed to the Tuchun, Civil 
Governor and the Provincial As- 
sembly of Kiangsu requesting that 
the issuing and sale of lottery 
Hokets should be made a crime by 
aw. 

“According to the laws of our 
Republic,” they are reported in the 
Chinese Press as saying “‘this is 
illegal and, if illegal, should he 
stopped immediately. The laws of 
the country are discarded and 
broken. Shops exhibit the tickets 


* openly and urge people to buy. In 


order to cheat the people, the 
fraudulent promoters have been, 
and are, using the name of charity 
and famine, ete., to extend their 
schemes. We ask that they he 
brought to justie> for cheating peo 
ple, ‘and then the roots of the evil 
will be cut. Will you not do your 
utmost to help us in this fight, and 
prohibit the sale of — lottery 
tickets ?”” 


A Cxosinc Orpen. 


The French Consul, acting in 
conjunction with the Municipal 
authorities, has issued an an- 
nouncement that all lotteries are 
now prohibited in the French 
Concession. The order was to have 
been carried into effect immediate- 
ly but, in response to requests from 
the Chinese, time has been allowed 
in which the books of the various 
coneerns may be made up and 
their accounts closed. One month 
is being allowed for this, by which 
time steps will be taken to sce that 
all lotteries cease and the various 
establishments where tickets are 
sold are closed. This.order applies 
to one or two lotteries genuinely 
conducted in the interests of char- 
ity, and others. Recently, we 
understand, the Chinese Govern- 
ment approached the French ife 











thorities with a view to conductide 
an. official lottery in the French 
Concession, but permission | was re- 
fused. 

It is interesting to note, on the 
snbject. of contributions to charity, 
that the French authorities have 
made an arrangement whereby a 
proportion of fines levied at the 
French Mixed Court are seroted to 
Famine Relief. 


Derecrivss arrested two armed 
thieves last Friday evening in time 
to prevent robberies in the > Sinza 
Road and in the western part of 
the Settlement, where it is believed 
that the men had planned a second 
outrage. Chinese detectives con- 
cerned in making the arrest state 
that the wrongdoers carried a re- 
revolver and a clasp knife. One 
of the men in custody has been 
identified as having committed the 
robbery at a Seward Road jeweller’s 
shop last October. 





SUICIDE AT A HOTEL 


Aw inquest was held at the U. &. 
Court for China on Monday by Mr. 
F. J. Schuhl, Commissioner, acting 
as Coroner, to inquire into the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the death 
of Mr. Dewitt N. Le Roux. De- 
ceased, who, it is believed, was 
about 30 years of age, occupied a 
room in the Savoy Hotel. Until 
recently he was employed by the 
Standard Oil Co., and was at the 
time of his death negotiating for 
a new position in a local American 
firm. He was a native of Beaure- 
gard, Miss., “and was honourably 
discharged in April, 1919, after 
several years of service, from the 

S. Navy. So far as can be 
ascertained, he was unmarried and 
has no relatives in China. When 
seen shortly after midnight or 
Sunday, deceased seemed to be in 
a normal state of health and in 
good spirits. When he retired io 
his room he locked the door, 
Next morning a “boy” dis 
covered that the room light was 
still burning. He tried to get into 
the room, but wis unsuccessful. so 
he called for assistance. The door 
was broken down and accused was 
seen lving on his bed, with his 
hand hanging over the side, over 2 
nail, dead. He had committed 
suicide by severing the artery in 
his wrist with the blade of a safety 
raz A verdict of suicide while 
in a state of despondency was 1e- 
turned. 








Tre Shanghai City Magistrate, 
says the Chinese press, has. re- 
ceived instructions from the 
Ministry of Interior stating that 
the stamp tax, must be levied on 
marriage certificates in future— 
Another addition to the increased 
cost of living. 

Tr is with regret that the many 
friends of Mr. Mowbray. Stafford 
Northcote, the well-known and 
popular seerctary of the Hongkong 
Land Investment Co., will learn of 
the death of his wife on December 
97 after a very tong illness. The 
deceased lady, who had lived a 
good number of years in Hongkong 
took to her bed some months ago, 
and although her condition im- 
proved from time to time, and she 
was expected to recover soon, she 
took a turn for the worse on the 
night of December 26 and_ passed 
peacefully away in the small hours 
of the morning of the 27th. ult. 








ROSE’S 


FINSBURY 


As caseg of burglary have fre- 
quently happened in the houses of 
foreigners residing at Lienhuashih, 
outside _Hsi-pien-men, Peking, 
General Wang Huai-ching, Com: 
mander-in-Chief of the Peking 
Gendarmerie, has increased the] 


number of soldiers on patrol duty 
in that vicinity and has also 
instructed the soldiers on duty 
to exercise more vigilance in 
looking after the property of the 
residents in that quarter.—The en- 
gagement of soldiers to suppress 
robbery in China is not so foolish 
as would at first appear. There 
should soon be nothing for the 
burglars to “burgle.”” 





LIME JUICE 


Prepared solely from pure Lime 
Juice and the finest refined sugar, 


THE STANDARD FOR 
PURITY AND EXCELLENCE. 
Insist on having ROSE’S. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 





BRITISH EDUCATIO; 


To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Cutna Datty News.” 


Sm,—In the recent correspon: 
dence in your columns on Shang- 
hai’s War Memorial and the apathy, 
the public has shown in subseribing| 
to the cost of a cenotaph, one notes | 
with interest the suggestion that aj 
more appropriate form of com- 
memoration would be the establish- 
ment of scholarships to enable bo; 
to be educated at Home. While it 
would be difficult for a committze 
representing an international com- 
munity to make any other decision 
than has been made, it must be 
gratifying to those interested in the 
subject to note that the lack of 
suitable educational facilities is 
again under discussion: that it is 
recognized by some at least that an 
increase in such facilities would be 
a most suitable form of commemora- 
tion. 

Certainly it is an extraordinary 
fact that there is not in existence 
in the East—as far as one knows— 
‘a single scholarship, worthy of the 
name, that would’ enable a boy 
of ability to climb the educational 
ladder and by his own efforts secure 
a decent education at school, or 
college, in England. Equally extra- 
ordinary is the fact that in an im- 
mense tract of country—front Sing- 
apore to Mukden, Chungking to 
Yokohama—dotted over with for- 
eign communities in many of which 
the British largely predominate, 
there is not a single typically Brit- 
ish school, open to the average 
boy, and capable of undertaking 
his eduéation beyond the prepara- 
tory school age. 

But are your correspondents 
aware that a comprehensive system | f 
of scholarships tenable at schools 
in Britain would be quite the most 
expensive method of meeting a 
painfully obvious local defect: hat 
in consequence their suggestion 
could lead to the endowment of 
only a véry few scholarshi s and 
would barely touch the 
a difficult. problem—for ther> must 
be hundreds of British boys roam- 
ing the streets of our settlements 
who all ought to be elsewhere? 














to Mahomet, would it not be as 
well for Mahomet to go to the 
mountain ? 

It is certain, Sir, that in the next 
decade, or two, there will be a 
jarge increase in the white popula- 
tion of the East. Conditions of 
life in England are rapidly chang- 
ing and more and more foreigners 
will come to make their permanent 
home in this part of the world. The 
number of parents who cannot,. er 
will not, break up their homes to 
indulge in this unnatural and educa- 
tionally unsound practice of ship- 
ping small boys off to school thou- 
sands of miles away, will increase. 
Since for many, for one reason or 
another, an education in England is 
out of the question, what are the 
real objections to the establish- 
ment of a decent school m their 











a suitable climate, yet remote from 
Populous centres? What exactly 
are the “financial and social dif- 
ficulties,” referred to by one of 
your correspondents a year ago? 


Cost or Epvecarios. 

Unfortunately the high rate of 
xchange has of recent years been 
against local educational enterprise, 
but it would seem that more normal 
conditions will soon obtain. In any 
case, the temporary increase in the 
value of silver, we shall soon dis- 
cover, is more than balanced by the 
rise in all school bills in England 
owing to the high cost of living: 
and little will be left by way of 
balance from an annual remittance 
of £200 for a boy’s education at a 
quite ordinary school at Home. It 
used to be one of the fallacies, Sir, 
dear to the heart of the British 
public, that a good education is 
necessarily an expensive one, Yet 
there are grounds for asserting that 
the more expensive an_ education 
is, the worse it is, or as Mr. Harold 
Spender once put it—“Bad educa- 
tion seems somehow always to con- 
sort with gentility”! 

But Mr. Spender was writing of 
pre-war conditions, and great 
changes are occurring in the field 
of education, as in other spheres 
of national activity. 


Cost or\a Scxoor ix Cana. 
We live in a part of the world, 
ir, where a good edycation should 

be obtainable at little cost: and, 
with your permission, I will en- 
deavour to explain my meaning as 
briefly as possible. Character he- 
ing one of the few things that can- 
not be purchased for cash, one 
would begin by assuming we all 
are agreed that the tone of a 
school, its spirft as a corporate 
institution, is in no way connected 
with the fees charged. Essential 
foods, labour are cheap in Chin 
we have no “servant question.” 
Charges, therefore, for board, etc., 
in a school for senior boys in a 
suitable locality should not exceed 
$100 per term ($300 per ann.) A 
school of a 100 boys, all over 14, 
would be run in four, or five, forms, 


£} requiring as many masters and a 


matron. As in England, the staff 
would “live in,” receiving board 
and residence as part remuneration 
in the schoo] premises. The total 
outlay on salaries for a competent 
and qualified staff should, there- 
fore, not exceed $12,000 per annum. 
A suitable school house in a ‘“‘well- 
chosen spot” could be erected and 
equipped for a capital sum not ex- 
ceeding $200,000. If all Pritish 
subjects in the East could be per- 
suaded to subscribe a tenth part of 
the money they would have to pay 
in England in one year by way of 
income-tax, the capital sum_ re- 
quired would be_over-subscribed. 
If we all could put aside a 
hundredth part annually of what 
we should be called upon te pay in 
England as incometax, ample 
funds would be available to pay 
for a staff. 

The general management of the 
school would be in the hands of a 
representative board of governors 
with full powers to exclude a pupil 


neighbourhood, easily accessible, inl whose presence in the schoo] might 





be prejudicial to its good name, its 
good tone. 

Is the scheme outlined above 
really too big, too costly, for Brit- 
ish communities—among the 
wealthiest to be found anywhere— 
to undertake ? 

In any case, let us constantly 
keep the bald fact before us—a 
British schoo] for senior boys in the 
Far East simply does not exuat. 

I am, etc., 
Hersert L, Beer. 

Weihaiwei School, Dec. 97. 





To the Editor of the 
“Norta-Cursa Dairy News.” 
Siz,—One carnot help admiring 
Mr. Beer for belabouring the sub- 
ject of a “British }chool for Senior 
Boys in North China.” Of need for 
Lit there is ng doubt, I think every 
father with a family of growing 


sons will welcome such an ¢s- 
tablishment. 

There is a lot to think of 
before one could be set going 


so as to be a permanent and suc- 
cessful institution. For a site, 
none could be found better than in 
the Rubicon district of Shanghai, 
land is very reasonable at the pre- 
sent time there, it is healthy, 
every convenience is to hand to 
keep it so, electricity for light and 
Lpower, water, gas, medical atten- 
tion ete. am sure present day , 
Shanghai. merchants would like 
to-emulate the example set by four 
gentlemen of Shanghai, who, in 
1260, purchased 34} mow of land 
near where the present Hupeh 
Road is, its value was $2,246 and 
another $3,000" was needed to im- 
prove the land for use as a re- 
ereation ground. A circular was 
issued and answered by 51 local 
gentlemen (of whom the last sur- 
viver was the late Mr. E. Jenner 
Hove) this was the beginning of 
the Recreation Fund, the land was 
sold three years later for Tls. 
49,425 and the money used to pur- 
chase part of the present Recreation 
Ground. And as with this Recrea- 
tion Fund so can a British Educa- 
tional Fund be started. 

We must not look to governments 
and councils for assistance in such 
a venture; the money for such an 
enterprise must be subscribed, even 
if, as Mr. Beer estimates, it will 
cost $200,000. The Governors may 
be lucky some day in having a 
legacy from some departed sympa 
thizer to start a sinking fund for 
emergencies. In any case, to have 
a proper school is going to cost a 
lot of moncy to organizo and 
maintain. 


The question of masters and 
matron is a simple one that can 
easily be settled when sufficient 
funds are available, what is needed 
atonce is a generous hearted 
British community to start the 
fund, with tangible sympathy from 
all the Outports of China and sur- 
sounding countries, a Board of 

Trustees to take care of and invest 
‘he funds according to the wishes 
of the subscribers. These Trustees 
sould be five prominent British’ 
snerchants. including the manager 


of the Hongkong and Shangbal 
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Banking Corporation and_ the 
Chairman of the Municipal Coun- 
cil Gif British), the latter two as 
ex officio members as is the case with 
the Recreation Fund. 
I am, etc., 
Da-¥ING. 
Shanghai, Jan. 3. 





KOREANS IN SHANGHAI. 
To the Editor of the 
“Nonrn-Cuisa Dany News.” 
Sir,—The letter in to-day’s issue, 


together with your excellent leader, | 


cannot fail to evoke deep sympathy 
with the Korean people who suffer 
so much at the hands of, apparent- 
ly, a few militarists, rather than 

the wish of the Japanese 
people generally. It is to be hoped 
that wiser counsels will soon pre- 
vail, and the Koreans be permitted 
‘to hve peaceably in their own land. 
It may not be realized by all your 
readers that there are about 1,000 
Koreans now in Shanghai, and 
among them some 200 children of 
school age. A school is carried 
on in temporary premises, which 
are also used as a church, in the 
French Settlement. It is hoped to 
secure more suitable premises soon, 
and Koreans overseas are helping 
with contributions; foreigners are 
invited to assist in this very com- 
mendable enterprise. A practical 
way of showing sympathy with a 
distressed people, and helping to 
pay expenses of the existing school 
and of raising a little towards the 
proposed building, is to buy tickets 
for a special concert at the Olympic 
Theatre on January 8, at 3 p.m. 
‘There is an attractive programme 
of Russian, Korean, and other 
talent, particulars of which will be 
duly announced. Tickets, $5, $3 
and $2 may be obtained from Mr. 
W. H. Lyuh, 206, Lungmen Road, 
or from the undersigned. 


{ am, ete, 
I Masoy. 
No. 143 North Szechuen Rd, 
Dec. 29. 


THE RUBBER PROBLEM. 

To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Caina Datry News.” 
Sir,—I know, of course, that fools 
have a habit of rushing in where 
Angels fear to tread—Angels in 
this instance being represented by 
Rubber Experts, Directors, and 
other wise men that run things 
financial—the fools are the lamb- 
like shareholders like myself, who 
hold their hands up, or keep’ them 
down according to _instructions— 
which of course is all as it should 
be under normal conditions. But 
when we are up against a crisis like 
. the present one, and the wise men 
can see no way out, the fool, being 
after all human (although this fact 
ig not generally admitted) recog- 
nizes that self-preservation is the 
primary law—and so with much 
diffidence butts into an argument 
on a subject of which he knows 
little, in the hope (fools always be- 
ing full of hope and optimism) that 
a stray germ of wisdom may bé 
discovered hidden away in a mass 

of foolishness. 
I learn from the fountainhead of 
all wisdom, yiz: the daily papers, 


that rubber-growers in the F.M.S. 
are considering reduction of output 
as a means of equalizing the sup- 
ply and demand. This appears to 
me about as sensible an idea as 
trying to pull down the Pyramids 
with a toothpick—and for this rea- 
sop. The world’s rubber production 
is 400,000 tons and the consump- 
tion 350,000 tons per annum, there- 
fore, the annual surplus is 50,000 
tons. The F.M.S. annual produc- 
tion is 30,000 tons, therefore, if the 
F.M.S, stopped production entirely 
for one year there would still be 
a@ world surplus of 20,000 tons. 
Again, so long as the market is 
glutted, the buyer will not pay 
more than at present, viz.: 9d. per 
Ib. and as all in cost of producing 
may be taken at 1/- per Ib. all 
round, the world’s rubber industry 
is amusing itself by selling its pro- 
duce of 400,000 tons at a loss of 
3d. per Ib. or in other words at an 
annual loss of £10,000,000 sterling— 
of which the F.M.S. share is 
£750,000 which, as an old nuisance 
of a long gone day once remarked, 
is absurd. $ 

Now it appears to my limited 
intelligence that the only way out 
is solid combination of the whole 
industry, and an absolute stoppage 
of production for two months in 
the next year, say for instance 
March and September, This would 
mean a reduction of 66,000 tons for 
the year, which would immediately 
wipe out the surplus and bring 
buyers up to the mark, and this 
reduction would only cost the world 
combine £3,850,000, which figure I 
arrive at as follows :—66,000 tons— 
132,000,000 Ib. (less cost of tapping 
say 5d. per lb.) leaving the balance 
of-cost at 7d. per lb.—£3,850,600. 
This may appear to be a drastic 
measure, but desperate diseases 
require desperate remedies, and 
the result would appear to me to 
justify the means, 

To put the whole thing in a nut- 
shell, by letting things slide as 
they are the industry is losing 
£10,000,000 on a year’s working of 
which the F.M.S. share as shown 
above is £750,000; but by combin- 
ing as suggested, the entire loss 
would only £3,850,000 of which the 
F.M.S. share would be £296,000 
and the immediate rise in price to 
a profitable figure for the 10 months’ 
crop would unquestionably make 
good the loss, and probably bring 
forth profits which under existing 
conditions are quite impossible. 

I fully recognize the difficulties 
in the way of-getting rubber- 
growers to combine solidly to the 
extent required, but in a crisis like 
this the nettle must be grasped, 
and difficulties overcome, for it is 
a cold fact that unless they are, 
the industry will draft on to inevit- 
able bankruptcy. 

Tn conelusion let me say that I 
have worked out the F.M.S. pro- 
duction (in round numbers only) 
from Messrs. Fraser & Co.’s, 
Singapore and A. L, Anderson 
& Co.’s Shanghai reports. The 
figure of 30,000 tons may be under 
the mark, but does not affect the 
argument in any way. Tons have 
been treated as short tons. 

T am, ete., 
Binet. 














To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Cuina Dairy Naws.” 


Siz,—I do not know how 
“Bingi” arrives at the F. M. 8. 
share of the world’s rubber pro- 
duction. He says he has worked 
it out roughly from Messrs. 
Fraser & Co.’s, Singapore, and A. 
L, Anderson & Co.’s, Shanghai, re- 
ports. Roughly is the right word, 
though why blame it on Messrs. 
Fraser and Anderson ? 

The total of the world’s rubber 
production for 1919 was 381,860 
tons of which 340,225 tons were 
plantation rubber. The F. M. 8. 
(Malay Peninsula) share of this 
latter figure was 254,343 tons. 
20,000 is just a little under 254,343. 


However, ‘‘Bingi’ assures us 
that even if 30,000 is under the 
mark, the argument is the same. 
Let us examine this. The annual 
surplus is 50,000 tons. If the F. 


M. S. stop for one year as propos- 
ed, there would, it appears to me. 
to be a shortage of some 200,000 
tons of rubber, and very nice, too. 
T an, ete.. 
Snorerary. 
Shanghai, Dee. 31. 





To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Crna Dairy News.” 
Sm,—With your permission I 
should like to reply to “Secretary’s”” 
criticism of my previous letter’ cn 
this subject. 
He wishes to know “how J 
arrived at the F.M.S. production’? 
I took Messrs. Anderson & Co.’s 
report and added the column 
“estimated output for present 
financial year” filling in blanks 
from “output last year’ columna— 
this gave me a total of 18,865,447 
Ib. Knowing this figure represented 
the entire output in which this part 
of the world is concerned, I then 
turned to Messrs. Fraser & Co.’s 
Singapore report, having th idea. 
and I think with reason, that it 
would represent correctly the out- 
put from that part of the rubber 


world of which Singapore is the 
centre. 
‘Adding their October output 


column and multiplying the total 
by 12, I got a total of 45,859,692 Ib., 
and a combined grand total of 
64,725,189 lb.—working with the 
short ton of 2,000 Ib. I got 32,362 
tons but when I deducted from the 
Shanghai total the amount 
rubber produced in Java 

calculated the balance in long tons 


I had a total of 28,895 tons. Split- 
ting the difference between the 
two lots of figures I called it 


roughly 30,000 tons, which as far as 
the two reports go is perfectly 


correct, therefore Messrs. Ander- 
son and Fraser need neither 
apologies from me nor sympathy 


from “Secretary.” 

I further said that it made no 
difference to my argument if this 
underestimated the output, nor does 
it, I merely referred to the F.M.S. 


as one community of rubber 
growers, by way of _ illustrating 
that no single community could 


overcome the difficulty alone. 

T did not propose, as “Secretary” 
knows perfectly well, “that the 
F.M.S. should stop production for 


a year.” 
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My proposal was mest distinctly 
that the whole of the rubber 
interests should combine and stop 
production for two months and so 
get rid of the surplus of 50,000 tons 
which in the hands of the financial 
ring is simply a club that enables 
them to buy rubber at their own 
price—once that surplus is taken 
from them and we produce only so 
much as is needed, then the club 
is in our hands and prices can be 
raised to a figure that assures a 
profit. ‘i 

The surplus figure of 50,000 tons 
was taken from Messrs. Ander- 
son’s report of December 24, page 
4, top right hand corner. 

I also consulted an encyclopedia 
on this subject and though it was 


quite out of date I found that “ity 


is estimated the rubber production 
of Malaya for 1919 would be 35,000 
tons.”” 

Tf as “Secretary” states, and 1 
presume he knows what he is talk- 
ing about, the output is 254,000 
tons then it is very gratifying to 
know that an expert’s forecast has 
in one instance been more than 
verified. 

Also the fact of the F.M.S, being 
under the jurisdiction of the British 
Government, and controlling almost 
two-thirds of the world’s — supply, 
makes it all the easier to get the 
combine I suggested. 

I received two furvner doses of 
gratification, when I read in this 
morning’s issue of your paper the 
telegram dated London, December 
30. One was personal, when I found 
that men whose opinion really 
counted, were of my opinion, viz: 
that complete cessation of pro- 
duction was necessary. The other 
was from the point of view of a 
shareholder, to learn that some 
secretaries ‘of rubber concerns had 
been using their brains to find a 
solution of the problem, instead of 
dismissing a very serious matter 
with a breezy wave of their 
fountain pens. 

I am, ete., 


Shanghai, Jan. 3. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norta-Caina Dairy News.’” 

Sir,—‘‘Bingi’s” method of arriv- 
ing at the F. M. S. production of 
rubber is most illuminating. Does 
“Bingi” imagine that the rubber 
companies enumerated in Messrs. 
Anderson and Fraser’s lists are the 
only rubber producers in the 
F. M. S.? 

At St still maintains that the 
under-estimation in his figures 
makes no difference to the argument 
ere merely referred to the 

M. S. as one community of 
rubber growers by way of illustrat- 
ing that no single community could 
overcome the difficulty alone.” 
Does not the fact that this “single 
community” produces nearly 70 
per cent. of the world’s rubber 
instead of under 10 per cent. as 
estimated by “Bingi” affect the 
argument? 

It must be a source of extreme 
gratification to “Bingi” to find that 
men whose opinion really counts 
agree with him that complete 
cessation of production is neces- 
sary. -The fact remains that com- 


Brat. 








plete cessation of output is im- 
practicable. 

It is sad to learn that only some 
secretaries of rubber companies 
have been using their brains to find 
a solution of the problem. The 
presumption is that the others have 
no brains to use. However 

“Bingi”” may console himself with 
the thought that the brainy ones 
will base their conclusions on ac- 
curate figures and that there will 
be none of the “fools rushing in” 
referred to im his letter of Decem- 
ber 30. This will compensate for 
the mere wavers of fountain pens. 

I am, ete., 
SECRETARY. 
Shanghai, Jan. 5. 





To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Cuina Datry News.” 


Sm,—I had intended dropping 
this discussion, but before doing so 
I should like to again emphasize 
the fact, that the only figure that 
really counts is that 50,000 tons 
surplus. 

“Secretary” states that my way 
out is impracticable, and it 
may be so, but if our early 
ancestors had, when faced with a 
difficulty, sat down and said a way 
out was impracticable, then we 
humans would still be cowering in 


the back end of a dark cavern, 
dodging old sabre-tooth. 
Iam, ete., 
Bixai. 


Shanghai, Jan. 6. 


THE LONDON HOSPITAL, 


To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Cuina Dairy News.” 


Sir,—1n the appeal for the 
above, adaressed to many people an 
Shanghai recently, it is quite dis- 
tressing to read what Viscount 
Knutstord  writes:—‘‘That this 
grand old hospital, the largest in 
England, of which Queen Alexandra 
is President, is really in very 
desperate straits.’’ 

With a view to a larger contribu- 
tion than I can afford alone, I am 
presenting a cup for competition, 
the proceeds to be handed over to 
the London Hospital. 

I especially appeal to all Lon- 
doners in Shanghai to come for- 
ward and lend a hand. If they 
are riflemen, to enter for the shoot ;} 
and if not, to enter all the same ot 
to send in a small contribution to 
swell the fund. ‘Cockneys’” all 
know the London Hospital, the 
poor district it is in, and the vast 
work it does. 

I do not mean by the above that 
the competition shall be confined to 
Londoners alone. Al! are welcome 
to come forward and assist a very 
deserving object. 

I am requesting the S.R.A. to 
tun the shoot. This body has had 
quite 2 large experience in organiz- 
ing charity shoots, and I feel sure 
may be relied upon to make a 
success of this one. 

Now then the “boys of good old 
London,” let us hear from you. 








I am, etc., 
H. Lawseer. 
Shanghai, Jan 3. 


FOR CHINESE BLIND. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norru-Cuina Dairy News.” 
Sin,—A pamphlet has recently 

been issued telling about the In- 

stitution and the work it is accom- 
plishing. Copies may be had by 
applying to the Superintendent, 

Mr. George B. Fryer, 4 Edinburgh 

Road. It will be noticed that the 

financial standing is at a very low 

ebb, and uniess help is fortheom- 
ing at ence there is grave danger 
of the work having to be abanden- 
ed, so this appeal for funds is be- 
ing sent- out in the certain belief 
that the generosity of the citizens 
of Shanghai will enable the In- 
stitution to keep its rice-pot boil- 
ing until the famine is over and 
affairs more normal and we can 
approach the community for not 
only enough to maintain the pre- 
sent work but to enlarge its equip- 
ment and usefulness. 
Remittances may be sent 
to. the undersigned or 
Superintendent. 
‘Tam, etc.. 
Geo. A. Frew, 
Chairman,- Committee Institu- 
tion for the Chinese Blind. 
Shanghai. Dec. 30. 








either 
to the 





CHRISTMAS CARDS. 


To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Catna Datty News.” 
Str,—Will any of your readers 
send me—care of Miss Mary Ting, 
190 Dzoong Foh Li East, Shang- 
hai—all the Xmas cards they 
have received, which they do not 
want, for me to hand on to the 
various Missions with which I am 
connected, for distribution among 


the poor children? I should he 
truly grateful. 
I am, etc., 
M,. Carron. 


P.S.—Other papers, Chinese and 
foreign, please copy. 

T am always very thankful for any 
gifts of used postage stamps for my 
Missions. 

Shanghai, Jan. 1 


THE RICSHAMAN’S XMAS, 


To the Editor of the 
“Nortu-Cuina Datty News.” 
Srr,—The deep appreciation with 
which for the past two years we have 
had the pleasure of acknowledg- 
ing your efforts on behalf of the 
Ricsha Mission again accompanies 
our most sincere thanks in 
acknowledgement of your cheque 
for $4,437.10. and Tls. 145. as the 
reSult of the “North-China Daily 
News” Christmas Fund for the 

Ricsha Mission. 
The assurance that an almost™ 
inestimable amount of comfort and 


relief to the ricsha men is re- 
presented by this large sum cf 
money, will, it is hoped, be 
gratifying to all who in any way 
contributed to the fund. 

The money will be expended in 


food, clothing, shelter, and general 
assistance to sick and destitute 
men, and it may safely be assumed. 
that through this agency, to 
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thousands of the men and __ thei 
families, the winter’s hardship will 
be greatly alleviated and much 
suffering and sickness averted. 
The Christmas Treat was organiz- 
ed in a manner similar to former 
years. The street shelters and 
stands were visited and parcels of 
food distributed and the men invit- 
ed to the halls, where on Christmas 
and Boxing days and the week 
following, hot meals, parcels _ of 
food and clothing were supplied. 


The snow storm beginning on} 


January 2 made hardship for 
rischa coolies which the Mission 
endeavoured as far as possible to 
meet. 

The Chinese 
supervision of the 
visited the men at stands and 
shelters distributing ‘tickets for 
meals and clothing and inviting :o 
the halls where special hot meals 
were in readiness for all coolies, so 
that none might go hungry. Cloth- 
ing is also being distributed. 

As responsible for the main- 
tenance of the work, I beg again 
to thank you, Sir, for your efforts 
on its behalf and all contributors to 
the fund for the generosity which 
has made possible the bounty to the 
coolies and has also so greatly re- 
lieved the anxieties with regard to 
the winter’s work. 

I am, ete., 
Georce Matieson, 
Hon. Director, 
The Shanghai Mission 
to Ricshamen Jan. 6. 


H. C, L, IN SHANGHAI, 
To the Editor of the 
“Norra-Cara Datty News.” 

S1r,—The following is, I under- 
stand, a copy of extract frém a 
circular letter issued by one of the 
leading hotels to their ‘‘permanent 
guests” this month: 

“Please take notice, that owing 
to the increased Cost of all com- 
modities needed for the main- 
tainance (sic) and’ Running of 
the Hotel, the Board of Directors 
have decided, and given us orders 
to Raise the Rate on Room—from 

§$—to $—Per month, _ effective 

from January the First.’’ 

(The grammar, capitals, 
spelling are not mine.) 

The increase in rates being put 
into effect as above ranges from 10 
to 15 per cent-, and will be an 
addition to the cost of living of 
noarly 100 per cent. over 1917 rates 
for the ‘‘permanent guest.’” 

Does anyone beli the increas- 
ed cost of commodities in Shang- 
hai justifies such additions? 

Any excuse, be it a slump in| 
exchange, rubber. or cotton, seems 
to be eagerly seized by our local 
magnates to exploit the consumer. 


T am, ete, 


staff under the 
Hon. Director 








and 





ag c. M. L.. 
Shanghai, Jan. 6. 





Tas remains of the late Ru- 
manian Minister to Tokio, Mr: 
Xenopole, who died in Tokio last 
vear, Was carried to Vladivostok 
hy the str. Chikuzen Maru from 
Tsuruga recently to be taken home. 


| COMPANY MEETINGS 





AYER TAWAH RUBBER 
PLANTATION CO. 





Annual General Meeting 


The 1ith annual general meeting 
lof the shareholders in the Ayer 
‘Tawah Rubber Plantation Co.. 
Ld., was held at the Shanghai 
General Chamber of Commerce 
Room on December 30, Mr. J. H. 
Teesdale presiding. i 

In the course of his 
the Chairman said :— 

Directors meet shareholders under 
different conditions to those of pre- 
vious years. At former annual gen- 
eral meetings the rubber industry 
was full of promise: there were 
expectations that the requirements 
ef those industries that utilized 
rubber would, with the post-war 
revival of trade, be difficult to 
meet, the belligerent countries. 
would again be in the market. All 
these hopes have been unrealized : 
in fact froni various causes, which 
yeu know only too well, the price 
of first grade rubber to-day has 
receded ta the unprecedented figure 
of 30°cents per Ib. and even at 
that price large unsold stocks are 
accumulating, while our ‘all-in cost 
of preduction as shown in the re- 
sport in your hands is Straits 
30.43.51. 

This of course is 
affairs without parallel in the 
history of the company and the 
board has taken very scriously 
under consideration, as many other 
rubber companies are also doing. 
what policy of retrenchment would 
in the circumstances best meat the 
situation, until the rubber industry 
is restored to normal conditions 
and we are in smooth waters 
again. r 

Fortunately he verv beneficial 
terms under which the company 
vurchased the Ayer Tawah Estate 
from the vendors in 1909, and tho 
ative policy since followed. 
placed the company in a 
position to mect a crisis such as the 
one we are now experiencing, and 
the capital reserves which vou will 
see in the balance sheet before you 
will enable us to tide over the 
present and coming lean months 
for some time to come. though it 
must be understood that these re- 
serves will have to be drawn upon 
unless the position improves in the 
near future. 

Meanwhile the Federated Malay 
States government have, as many 
of yon are probably aware. lost no 
time in considering measures for 
coming to the rescue of the in- 
dustry, and our agents have cabled 
us to the effect that legislation is 
under consideration the effect of 
which will he to comnel the eom- 
vanies to reduce their production 
hy a certain percentage. and to 
subsidize those estates which find it 
financially impossihle to meet the 
ordinary exnenses of nnkeen. 

The Rubher Growers’ Association 
recommended in Sentember last 
that all estates in Malaya should 


remarks 


a state of 

















restrict their output by 25 per 
cent. and your directors decided 
to fall into line, by resting certain 
of the fields where bark renewal re- 
quires most attention. 


Such reduction will probably, 
however, prove to be inadequate in 
view of the rapid drop in the 
present price of rubber, and further 
curtailment of production is now 
recciving the serious consideration 
of your directors. 


Meanwhile the manager has prac- 
tically reduced the output by stop- 
ping Sunday tapping and is stor- 
ing approximately 50 per~cent. of 
his output on the estate. 

The output exceeded the 
mate by 24,300 Ib. 


Owing to the uncertainty of the 
position and-the reduction of out- 
put already decided on, no esti- 
mate can be given you of the ofit- 
put for the current year. 


Turning to the accounts:—It will 
be seen that the balance sheet 
shows investments in hand which 
cost Shanghai Tls. 108,456.34 valu- 
ed according to their market value 
and exchange as at September 2 
at approximately Ts. 71,000. 

As our assets stand at a very 
low book value, in. fact consider- 
ably below the present actual 
value, depreciation has been writ- 
ten off on a new basis, viz., build- 
ings 10 per cent., Machinery 15 per 
cent., Tools, Implements, Live 
Stock,’ and Vehicles at 20 per cent., 
all on book value instead of on the 
actual first cost as hitherto. 

As to profit and loss account :— 

The total profit for 1919-20 was 
Tis. 48,856.55 against which Tls. 
43,758 has been paid out. in two 
interim dividends of 10 per cent. 
each, declared in March and June 
respectively. Including an amount 
of Tis. 21,614.58 brought forward 
last year the balance at credit of 
profit and loss account is Tis. 
26,713.13 which’ the directors pro- 
pose to ask you to decide to carry 
forward. 

Of the directorate Messrs. A. 
Samson and R. N. Truman retired 
on leaving for home, the vacancies 
thus created being filled by Messrs. 
R. N. Swann and T. Cock, whose 
election requires your confirma- 
tion. 

The resignation of Mr. Samson 
on his retirement from China was 
a loss which was keenly felt by the 
Board. He had been a_ director 
from the incorporation of the com- 
pany, and to his initiative were 
due the negotiations which result- 
ed in its purchase of the estate 
from the old company in 1909. 

His help and guidance and the 
keen interest he displayed in the 
company’s affairs and the sound 
knowledge he had of all matters 
pertaining to the rubber trade will 
be much missed by his colleagues. 

Capt. P. R. Purslow inquired 
whether, in considering the esti- 
mates for the current year, it was 
proposed to make any reductions 
among the staff, or to dispense with 
a good deal of the services of visit- 
ing agents. . 

The Chairman replied that it 
was now rather difficult to begin 


esti- 
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cutting down expenses in this 
direction. At present the staff was 
insufficient to cope with supervision 
of one part of the property. 

The formal resolutions 
adopted. 


were 





SAMAGAGA RUBBER 
COMPANY LIMITED 





Annual Meeting 


The annual general meeting of 
the Samagaga Rubber Co., Ld. 
was held at No. 6 Peking Road on 
December 31, Mr. Leslie J. Cubitt 


presiding. 
Addressing the meeting, the 
an said in part:— 


It is 10 years since the first an- 
nual general meeting of this com- 
pany was held—years of varying 
prosperity and adversity in the 
rubber planting industry—during 
which some companies out of the 
many floated in 1910 have succumb- 
ed and some others have only sur- 
vived in a reconstructed form. 
This company, as you know, had a 
bad start but managed to weather 
the storm and when I addressed 
you last year I was in a positioa 
to say that the accounts then pre- 
sented, if they did not point to 
abundant prosperity at any rate 
showed a sound position and satis- 
factory progress. 

The accounts which I am about 
to ask you-to adopt to-day justify 
the views expressed last year. The 
output is 297,000 lb. against the 
estimate of 280,000 lb. ; all-in- cost 
is 11.62d. against 11.48d. in spite 
of a heavy loss on rice supplied 
to the coolies below cost. The 
average nett price realized for our 
product is $0.8 against $0.59 or, in 
sterling 1/10.88 against 1/4.67 
Amounts written off to deprecia- 
tion, development and loss in ex- 
change total Tls. 15,000 against Ts. 
10,952. Working account shows a 
profit of Tls. 40,310 against Ts. 
27,851, and profit and loss account 
Tis. 25,549 against Ts. 19,346. 


Apyormat ConpiTions. 


Under normal conditions, there- 
fore, the directors would have bee2 
glad to follow last year’s prece. 
dent and to recommend the pay- 
ment of a5 per cent. dividend 
and the investment of a small 
amount to bring our reserve fund 
up to Tls. 15,000. 

Unfortunately, gentlemen, 
hardly necessary to 
that conditions are not normal, 
very far from it, and instead of 
distributing the profit among the 
shareholders there is every pro- 
spect of having to send it back to 
the estate to meet expenditure at 
a very much worse rate of ex- 
change than that at which we re- 
ceived it. Consequently there is 
no other course open to us on the 
present occasion than to carry 
forward the balance in profit and 


loss account. 
be kept as 





it is 
remind you 


Expenditure will 
low as possible but as economy has 
always been our watchword in the 
past there are not many items 
which can be appreciably reduced 


a4 


without prejudicing the capital 
value of the estate by allowing the 
planted areas to lapse inte a con- 
dition entailing heavy expenditure 
for reclamation at a later date 
which we are most anxious to 
avoid. 

You will understand that there 
a¥e overhead charges which can- 
not be ¢ither avoided or reduced, 
such as salaries to the staff who 
are on agreements, quit-rent, 
health and maintenance of areas 
both productive and non-produc- 
tive. 

Those items will be kept at a 
minimum figure and no extra- 
ordinary expenditure will be 
sanctioned. 

Regarding finance generally, you 
will see that at the closing of the 
accounts we had, apart from the 
stocks in hand, investments, Tis. 
12,310—approximate value Tis. 
11,700—and available cash Tis. 
22,000 odd, say Ts. 33/34,000 in all. 
Our average monthly expenditure 
for the year may be taken at Ts. 
10,000—against a problematical 
average monthly revenue, the 
shortage on which has to come out 
of our cash in hand and realizable 
investments. 

Unless rubber becomes entirely 
unsaleable our resources will carry 
us on for some months before it 
will become necessary to take fur- 
ther steps to finance the under- 
taking. The situation will be 
closely watched by your directors 
and the best interests of share- 
holders conserved in every pos- 
sible way. 

There were no questions, and the 
formal resolutions were adopted, 





KUNG YIK COTTON 
Ss. & W. CO. 





Annual General Meeting 


The eleventh annual general 
meeting of the shareholders of this 
Company was held at the offices of 
the General Managers, Messrs. 
Jardine, Matheson & Co., Ld., at 
No. 3a Peking Road, on Thursday. 

Mr. A. Brooke Smith presided, 
and among those present were 
Messrs. F. Ayscough, C. Gordon 
Mackie, Chai Lai-fong and Pan 
Ching-poo (Consulting Committee), 
and Mr. C. W. Beswick (Secre- 
tary). 

In his speech, the Chairman said, 
in part:— 

The net profit for our past year 
amounted to Tls. 940,516.60, whicl 
of course greatly exceeds any pre- 
vious record and is most gratifying, 
considering the varying and often 
difficult conditions encountered. 

The year 1920 will long be re- 
membered as one of the most re- 
markable in the history of trade, 
as it witnessed the zenith of the 
after-the-war boom, and also the 
reaction, with its deflation in the 
values of all commercial commodi- 
ties. For the first few months 
there was a brisk demand for our 
mill products at high prices, and 
we were able to manufacture very 
profitably owing to comparatively 
cheap cotton. Unfortunately, local 


values were unduly swollen by the 
pernicious system of gambling that 
takes place between certain Chin- 
ese-and Japanese operators, many 
of whom are not legitimately in- 
terested in goods from an actual 
trading point of view. The Japan- 
ese financial crisis in the spring 
brought about the first set-back to 
this market, and since then the 
trend of prices has been continually 
downward. In local cotton yarn, 
for instance, there was a decline of 
about_50 per cent. between March 
and October. Demand, however, 
has been consistently steady, and, 
as we have been able to keep our 
yarn order book well filled, we have 
come through .without any losses 
in this branch of our business. 

The very serious crisis through 
which the piece goods trade in 
China is now passing has, of course, 
had its influence on our cloth busi- 
ness, and the handsome profits we 
were making in the earlier part of 
the year have been somewhat dis- 
counted by the losses we have 
since sustained owing to a few de- 
faulting dealers. We have, how- 
ever, dealt drastically with stocks 
of cloth in our accounts, and we 
trust we have provided for the 
worst. 

Corron PLENTIFUL. 


Cotton throughout our past year 
has been plentiful and reasonably 
cheap, considering the high prices 
of mill products. The China crop 
was considerably smaller than 
usual, owing to unfavourable 
weather conditions, but with 
high exchange rates ruling and 





Japan being overstocked with 
Indian and American grades, 
there was little export from 
China, and local mills were 


readily able to cbtain their supplies 
of fair quality. Useful grades of 
Indians were also available at 
cheap rates, but good varieties of 
American were comparatively dear, 
owing to the general poor quality 
of their last crop. During the past 
few months, all cotton prices have 
declined very heavily, and we may 
consider ourselves fortunate in hav- 
ing worked off dear purchases. 
The small stock we have taken 
over, as usual, at cost, is reason- 
ably near present values, and is 
more than protected by our cotton 
fluctuation fund. - 

The proposed final dividend cf 
Tis. 6, with the interim dividend of 
Tis. 2, makes a total of Tis. 8 pew 
share and represents about two- 
thirds of the past year’s net pro- 
fits. For the ten years of this 
Company’s existence, the dividends 
will amount to Tis. 24.40 per Ts. 
10 share, which is equivalent to an 
average annual return of 24.4 per, 
cent.,.and if the further allocations 
recommended . by the Consulting 
Committee receive your sanction, 
the various reserve funds of the 
Company’ will total Tls. 610,943.01, 
which, on a capital of Tls. 750,000, 
should be considered highly satis- 
factory. 4 

Since our last annual meeting, 
we have acquired a small additional 
piece of land along one side of our 
property, which enables us to un- 
dertake certain alterations an 
minor extensions that will prove of 
great convenience. 
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As regards future prospects, I 
am afraid that the financial 
stringency and general want of 
confidence must exert a depressing 
influence for some time, but so far 
as we can ascertain -the statistical 
position of yarn and cloth through- 
out China is sound, and we trust 
we shall shortly experience better 
trading conditions. 


There were no questions and the 


formal resolutious were adopted, 
Mr, A. Brooke Smith, Mr. 
F. Ayscough, Mr. C. Gordon 
Mackie, Mr. Chai Lai-fong, and 
Mr, Pan Ching-poo being re-elected 
the Consulting Committee of the 
Company. 





eae: 


CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 


SHANGHAI RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 








General Meeting 


A general meeting of members of 
the Shanghai Rugby Football Club 
was held on Tuesday at the 
Shanghai Rowing Club, for the 
purpose of electing a Captain and 
Vice-Captain, confirming the elec- 
tion of other officers of the Club, 
and transacting other business. 

Capt. E. I. M. Barrett (Vice- 
President) presided over a good 
attendance and was supported by 
Mr. D. L. King (Hon. Secretary). 

In opening the meeting, Capt. 
Barrett said that he was called 
upon to take the chair in the un- 
avoidable absence of Mr. A. W. 
Burkill, their President, who had 
sent a letter of regret for his in 
ability to attend and the promise 
of two footballs and five new 
bladders to help things along. 

The first business before the 
meetin. vas the election of a Cap- 
tain anu vice-Captain, and Mr. 
J. W. Webber and the Rev. C. E. 
Spencer were elected unanimously 
to fill these positions. 

A suggestion that a Cup be offer- 
ed by members of the Club for 
annual competition between Shang- 
hai Schools was discussed. The 
Chairman said he was of the opin- 
jon that the gencral age of school- 





boys in Shanghai was too young‘ 
for participation in Rugby football! 
and it was a game more suitable, 
for those boys who went home from | 
Shanghai to school. | 
| The opinion of the meeting was! 
| to a similar effect and it was’ 
decided to sound the opinion of | 
headmasters of local schools on the 
| subject before making any decision. } 
With regard to Interport foot~- 
ball, the Chairman stated that on 
the one hand there was a possibil- 
ity of Tientsin being able to send 
down a team at Chinese New Year, 
there was on the other hand an in- 
vitation from Hankow for Shang-; 
hai to send a team there. If a! 
team were sent to Hankow, there 
would be a certainty of two{ 
matches; whereas correspondence 
with Tienisin showed that it was 
doubtful if the latter could send 
a team down here. It was decided } 
to circularize members to ascertain 
if it was probable that a team 


could be got together to visit Han- 
kow during the Chinese New Year 
holidays. | 

For Saturday matches, and also | 





for possible Interport games, a@ 
salection committee was elected 
consisting of the Captain (Mr. 
J. W. Webber), the Vice-Captain 
(Rev. C. E. Spencer), Messrs. F. L. 
Wainwright, G. H. Lewis and 
Hugh E. Martin. 

The following officers and com- 
mittee were then elected:—Mr. A. 
W. Burkill (President), Capt. E. 
I. M. Barrett (Vice-President), 
Messrs. D. L. King (Hon. Secre- 
tary), Rev. C. E. Spencer (Hon. 
Treasurer), G. H. Lewis, F. L. 
Wainwright and Hugh Martin, 
together with the Captain and 
Vice-Captain. 

A suggestion by the Chairman 
that a sub-committee be appointed 
for the purpose of revising the 
rules of the Club was approved, 
and a committee for this purpose 
was elected consisting of Capt. 
Barrett, the Rev. C. E. Spencer 
and Mr. G. H. Lewi ae 

The Chairman said that this com- 
mittee would be glad to receive 
suggestions, preferably in writing, 
as to suagested revision of the rules 
of the Club. 





Electrolytic Zinc Brand 


Containing about 99.95 se Metallic Zine 
(90.9 % guaranteed) 





Brand 


Containing about £8.75 % Metallic Zine 


! Spelter 


| xe hi Sole Selling Organisation Sor the ebove Australian productions is 
Zinc Producers’ Association Proprietary Ltd. 
Collins fiousc, 360 Col.ins Street, Meibourne, Au i 
a 





| 
| 
| 


The high standard of purity maintained in the products of the 
Zinc Producers of Australia always justifies the confidence 
users putin it. Australian Zinc acts and re-acts with certainty. 


The Association is prepared to supply the following :— 












“Confidence in the materials we use is only 
a litle less important in the building up of 
industries than confidence in the men we 
as:ociate with.” 







Purity Percentages 
99.9 %, 98.75 %, 90% ~ 















High-Grade Zinc Dust 


Containing about 90 % Metallic Zinc. 


Zine Concentrates 
Various Grades 


Cable Addresses 2inedom Methourne 
Faystreak, London 








°When requiring 


Varnishes, Paints, Distemper, etc. 


SEND.FOR 


WILKINSON, HEYWOOD AND CLARK’S 


‘BUYERS’ 


(Established over 165 years) 


GUIDE | 


LARGE STOCKS of every kind of Varnish, Paint, Colourwash (“Synoleo”), Linseed Oils, 
Turpentine, White Zinc, etc., kept in Shanghai 


SPECIAL ATTENTION TO GOKDERS FROM GUTPORTS 


AND THE INTERIOR 


WILKINSON, HEYWOOD & CLARK, LTD., 2a Kiukiang Road, Shanghai 
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SPORT 





THE DAVIS CUP 





American Team’s Sensational 


Play 
Auckland, N.Z., Dec. 30. 


The two opening matches in the 
challenge round of the Davis Cup 
competition were played to-day, 
and both resulted in wins for 
America (the challengers) against 
Australasia (the holders.) The re- 
sults were as follows :— 

W. TT. Tilden beat Norman 
Brookes, 10-8, 6-4, 1-6, 6-4. 

W. M. Johnston beat Gerald 
Patterson, 6-3, 6-1, 6-1. 

Tilden’s victory against Brookes 
demonstrated the overpowering na- 
ture of the American’s cannon-ball 
services. After annexing two sets, 
Tilden slacked up, and Brookes 
scored nine successive games, thus 
leading 3-0 in the fourth set. 
After this Tilden scored at least 90 
service aces. 

Subsequently Johnston 
whelmed ‘Patterson 
that no Davis Cup player has 
hitherto experienced. Johnston’s 
hurricane forehand drive was un- 
playable, and it persistently punish- 
ed Patterson’s backhand, again de- 
monstrating the futility .of the 
Australian’s unorthodox backhand 
stroke, the production of which 
must be greatly altered if Patter- 
son hopes to retain his place in 
Davis Cup tennis. At one: stage 
Johnston scored 11 successive aces, 
and throughout he showed complete 
mastery of his opponent’s game. 
There were very few rallies. It 
was a most brilliant performance. 
The most remarkable feature of 
the American’s game was the 
fashion in which he killed Patter- 
son’s usually terrific services. 

The general opinion is that to- 
day’s results have settled the fate 
of the Davis Cup. 


Tropay Won sy Unrrep States. 


Dec. 31. 
__ America has carried off the 
Davis Lawn Tennis Cup following 
up her vistory in thd singles yes- 
terday by, winning the doubles, 
the third match in the challenge 

round, to-day. 
The score was, 





over- 
in a fashion 


Messrs. Tilden 
and Johnston (America) beat 
Messrs. Brookes and Patterson 
(Australasia) 4-6, 6-4, 6-0, 6-4. 

The match is played in perfect 
weather. 

In the first set Patterson played 
in masterly style, while the Amer- 
icans were below par. The challen- 
gers, however, improved in the 
second set, Johnston’s volleying 
being superb. Brookes was erratic. 
In the third set, Johnston missed 
nothing, attacking all the time. 
Brookes muddled some easy volleys 
while Patterson lapsed_into his 
previous day’s errors. He seemed 
to have lost all confidence even in 
his overhead shots and failed to 
smash even easy short tosses. fn 
the course of. the fourth and last 





set, America gained an early lead 
which she always maintained. The 
- 


first game was won by America on 
Patterson’s service. In the final 
game Johnston ran to 40/15, then 
Brookes brought the score up to 
30/40, after which Johnston ran 
out with his next service. . 

The Americans were unquestion- 
ably the superior pair. Johnston 
is entitled to most of the credit for 
the American victory. He excelled 
in his services and drives and beat 
Brookes in many volleying rallies 
by_sheer merit. 

The remaining singles 
affect the fate of the Cup. 


Jan. 1. 


The two finat_ matches in the 
challenge round for the Davis Cup 
were played to-day. In both cases 
the Americans won, and_ they 
therefore defeated Australasia and 
become holders of the cup without 
losing a single rubber. The scores 
were: 

W. M. Johnston beat 
Brookes, 5-7, 7-5, 6-3, 6-3. 

W. T. Tilden beat G. Patterson, 
5-7, 6-2, 6-3, 6-3.—Renter. 


——_+-—_—_ 
SECOND TEST MATCH 
IN AUSTRALIA 


M. c 


do not 


Norman 





C. Defeated 


Melbourne, Dee. 31. 


At the close of play in the second 
test match to-day, Australia had 
scored 282 runs for six wickets. 


Collins had 64 runs to his credit, : 


Bardsley 51, and Taylor 68. 


Janv 1. 


In the second day of the 
match the Australians completed 
their first innings for 499, towards 
which Pellow contributed 116 and 
Gregory 100. The Englishmen had 
scored 93 for the loss of two 
wickets when stumps were drawn. 
Reuter. 


test” 


Enetaxnp Foutow On. 


Melbourne, Jan. 3. 

Despite the heavy rain which fell 
during the week-end, play was re- 
sumed in the test match to-day. 

The Englishmen, who had scored 
93 for two wickets in their first 
innings when stumps were drawn 
on Saturday, were dismissed for 
251. The principal scorers were 
Hobbs, with 122, and Hendren, 
with 67, while Gregory was the 
most successful bowler, taking 
seven wickets for 69 runs. 

England, being 248 runs in 
arrears on the first innings, were 
obliged to follow on. They 
lost five wickets in the second 
innings for 76 runs at the close of 
the day's play.—Reuter. 

* Melbourne, Jan, 4. 


The Englishmen, whose score in 
the second jnnings stood at 61 for 
seven wickets overnight, were to- 
day all dismissed for 157, towards 
which Woolley contributed 50. The 
Australians thus won by an innings 
land 91 runs, after having won the 
first test match at Sydney. Scores: 

Australia, Ist innings, 499 

England, 1st innings, 251 

England, 2nd innings, 157. 


—Reuter. 





INTER-VARSITY SPORT 
London, Dec. 30. 


| In the seven and a half mile In- 
ter-Varsity cross-country race at 
Roehampton to-day, a combined 
Oxford and Cambridge team beat 
Cornell, of America, by .25 points 
| to 29. The placing of the first five 
jmen was as follows: McInnes, 
(Oxford) 42 min. 9 4/5 sec. Parker 
(Cornell) 42 min. 44 sec, Me- 
Dermott, (Cornell) 43 min. 4 3/5 
sec., Montague (Oxford) 43 min. 
13 sec., Marsh (Cambridge) 43 
min. 15 sec. Each side ran seven 
men, but only five counted in the 
| race.—Reuter. 




















SAVINGS 


TAELS 
MEXICAN DOLLARS 


TAELS 
MEXICAN DOLLARS 











[PAY BY CHECK | 


$1 opens a Savings Account 
$100 opens a Checking Account 


FIXED DEPOSITS 


The American-Oriental Banking Corporation 
15 Naxgino Roan, Saascnar 


OVER 5,700 ACCOUNTS 


ACCOUNTS 
MEXICAN DOLLARS 


ACCOUNTS 


STERLING 
AMERICAN GOLD 


STERLING 
AMERICAN GOLD 
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EXPERIENCE AND EXPERIMENT 


Notes of a New Year's sermon preached 
in Union Church by the Rev. A. N. 
Rowland, a. 

Phil. III, 15, 16. ‘Let us there- 
fore, as many as be perfect, be 
thus minded (i.e., to press on) and 
if in anything ye are otherwise 
minded even this shall God reveal 
unto you, only, whereunto we have 


already abstained by that same 
rule let us walk.” 
At the end of a year we are 


ready to entertain the mood of re- 
flexion, and recollection. Experi- 
ence which has been our com- 
panion every day of the year comes 
forward out of the shadows as a 
counsellor. And it does us good 
to hear for a little what experi- 
ence has to say. It is made plain 
to us that there has been a 
momentum in our life apart from 
and above what our own will could 
supply, a direction given to us 
quite beyond our own foresight 
and knowledge. It is proved to us 
that the things we most dreaded 
have perhaps contributed to our 
enlargement, that the things we 
most desired have sometimes been 
fraught with limitation and bitter- 
ness. It is a most salutary thing 
to take the comfort and the counsel 
of experience. It should make us 
go more safely our remaining years, 
to have these lessons on humility, 
repentance and thankfulness— 
lessons of true wisdom—engraved 
as it were in our own flesh and 
blood. 


Experience Too NeGativp. 

Wise men have acknowledged 
the advantage that has come io 
their life through consulting their 
experience; it puts them in a 
better position for solving their 
problems. “I feel less strong in 
spirit than when I began,” wrote 
Edward Thring in his diary, “in- 
stead of stronger as I might have 
hoped. But after all I know the 
weight now, and have felt the 
battle which before I was but 
marching into.” And Maeterlinck 
gives us this interpretation: ‘“To- 
day has this advantage over yester- 
day, that it exists and was made 
for us. Be to-day what it will, it 
has wider knowledge than yester- 
day ; and that alone is sufficient to 
render it more beautiful "and 
vaster.”” 

But for all this, to accept experi- 
ence as our only counsellor would 
be to renounce our hold on life. 
God did not make His children 
opportunists that they should 
“wait and see.” For one thing the 
voice of experience is so slow, too 
slow. We can forget, that read it, 
the letter published the other 
morning from a young victim of 
the “Trenches.” ‘My experience’ 
he wrote, “has been a sad one, 
and I write these lines in the hope 
that all young men, like myself, 


who read them, will avoid these Church has seen this: truth and ernment 


vile dens of vice, where one loses 





all self-respect, and brings shame 
on his parents and friends. I have 
reason to curse the ‘day that I 
stepped within the portals of these 
cabarets.” There speaks the ex- 
perience of a “repentant youn 
fool;” but, alas, too late to fini 
things as they might have been. 
Experience is altogether too 
negative and prohibitive. 


Carrow Youra AND CRABBED AGE. 


It counsels prudence when young 
blood will only respond to the 
language of inspiration. A 
biography of Clemenceau was 
published not long ago—a typical 
Parisian, never satisfied, never 


and adventure. And this is one 
characteristic thing he said: “E; 
perience may teach what to avoid; 
only experiment can teach what 
to attempt.” Now the contrast 
between experience and_ experi- 
ment corresponds to the con- 
troversy between crabbed age and 
callow youth. And we cannot 
suppose that experiment without 
conditions is a sufficient guide to 
life. If men were to follow every 
urge of their nature they would 
soon drift to the “Trenches.” 
Experiment is only right when 
deep calls to deep—the deep within 
answering to the deep note of 
human experience. In the plane 
of mere morals, or, shall I say, on 
the plane of our own nature, left 
to itself, there is no reconciliation 
between experiment and experi- 
ence; it becomes the controversy 
so graphically described by the 
apostle Paul in the 7th chapter cf 
Romans. 











rience has been adopted by 
Christianity, and made an essential 
part of its. philosophy. Have you 
noticed the difference here between 














filled with a sense of 


' Acts of the 


{the Old Testament and the New? 
The Jews were always wrapped in 
the solemn influence of the past, 
|where experience is the _ teacher. 
iThey were always hearing the 
' voice behind them, which spoke 
of shortcoming and_ backsliding, 
‘whereas the New Testament is 
animation 
“forgetting the 
rejoicing in the 
Compare the 
Apostles with the 
Chronicles of the Kings to ap- 
preciate the Christian standpoint. 
that the duty of the hour is not 
to be measured by the precedents 
and standards of a fancied golden 


and advance, 
things behind,” 


present. opportunity. 


age but by the possibilities of a 
living present. The leadership of 
the Holy Ghost was intended to 


make the Christian’ life a con- 
tinual experiment. 


A CaLL For AN EXPERIMENT. 
| But it is very seldom that the 


acted upon it. Again afd again 


stagnant, always ready for novelty | by 


But what we have to recognize’ 
ite clearly is that the method; 


she has invoked authority against 


experiment, writing it down as 
heresy or schism, repudiating alto- 
gether the experimental element 
in the Spirit’s work. And again 
and again it has been proved that 
the experiment in matters of 
knowledge and of service has re- 
stored the ebbing life and power 
of the Church, and glorified the 
name of the risen Christ. And 
what is true of the Church as a 
whole is true of all its members. 
I call on some of you for an ex- 
periment this year—which is the 
one and only Christian philosophy. . 
(1) First of all there is the realm 
of Christian truth. Why are you 
uncertain about it? It is because 
you will not experiment on_ it. 
Christian truth will never come 
way of mere argument, for it 
is not exclusively intellectual. 
And to wait until all doubts are 
resolved and all complexities made 
clear is to disdain the evidence 
our Lord has put within our reach. 
“He that willeth to do tha will 
shall know of the doctrine.” 
Take the Lord for your authority 
and you will find Him the revela- 
tion of all there is in God that can 
concern us. 
(2) Christian faith is also an ex- 
periment. Only in that sphere is 
it really alive—as the llth of 
Hebrews was written to show. So 
long as faith is ‘identified with 
mere belief, i.e., assent to doctrine 


and the acceptance of _ traditions, 
it can cut no ice. But if the 
Christian hypothesis concerning 


‘God and human life is accepted as 
a_ ground for action, it becomes 
the greatest power in the world, 
and the most real thing in a man’s 
consciousness. To cease worrying, 
e.g., on the hypothesis that God 
is our Father; that is one of the 
experiments of Christian - faith. 


Tue Universat APPEAL, 

(3) Moreover, Christian love is an 
experiment. It is putting a spirit 
|into practice which has already 
come in our experience of God 
through Christ. It is not multiply- 
ing expressions of love or working 
up feelings of love, but experi- 
menting with others in the new 
ways suggested in 1 Cor. 13, for- 
giving as we have been forgiven 
and keeping all the other new 
commandments of love. Christian 
love has no meaning whatever to 
the man who is not putting it into 
‘practice. Christianity is just a de- 
|termined experiment along the 
jline of the new relationship to God 





and our fellows which has been 
shown us by Christ. 
At the crisis of the war, when 


munitions were desperately wanted, 
a meeting of principal manu- 
facturers was held at Whitehall 
with the object of persuading them 
to a certain experiment, viz., to 
pool their trade secrets. But 
none of the military and official 
| gentlemen representing the Gov- 
could make the slightest 
{impression on the panoply of com- 
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mercial logic by which those 
magnates defended _ themselves. 
They pictured their workpeople 


and their shareholders and said it 
is preposterous. Then the  chair- 
man learned forward, pale, quiet 
and very earnest. ‘‘Gentlemen,” 
he said, in a voice that produced 
an extraordinary hush, “have you 
forgotten that your sons at the 
very moment are being killed— 
killed in hundreds and thousands? 
They are being killed by German 
guns for want of British guns. 
Your sons, your brothers are be- 
ing wiped out of life—boys at the 
dawn of manhood! Gentlemen, 
don’t think of your trade secrets; 
think of your children. Give me 
those guns.” Every man _— sur- 
rendered to”that appeal and the 
trade secrets were pooled. 


Turratio CHRIsti. 


What was impossible to a gronp 
of trade rivals became perfectly 
practicable to men who were given 
a compelling vision of sons and 
brothers. And it is in that way 
Christianity produces its experi- 
ments. Experience will always 
come along at the end to tell us 
what to avoid, but Christianity 
lifts life on to a level of inspiration 
and teaches its truth, faith and 
love by experiment. . 

Take it for a motive into life 
this year, in the remembrance of 
Advent which celebrates God’s own 
experiment. He would not leave 
truth in the abstract, faith in a 
doctrine, love in the clouds, but 
by the great experimenti of Ad- 
vent He clothed them with human 
reality. Child of God, go and do 
likewise. 


——_—————————— 
———_——— 


INTERMARRIAGE between Chinese 
students and Japanese women is 
prohibited by the Chinese Govern- 
ment. The Chinese Consul at 
Yokohama recently reported to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs that 17 
students were married to Japanese 
women last year (1920). A Chin- 
ese press telegram now states that 
the’ Ministry has given orders to 
the Superintendent of Chinese Stu- 
dents in Japan asking him to en- 
force the law. 





Messrs. F. F. Spielman and P. 
L, D. Plath, of E. W. Frazar & 
Co., Tientsin have just returned 
front an interesting trip made in a 
Podge touring car overland from 
Tientsin to Peking. The trip was 
undertaken with the object of map- 
ping the road and taking speedo- 
meter readings at the various towns 
and villages through which they 
passed, and to give the Tientsin 
and Peking motorist some idea of 
the conditions of the roads and 
time required to make the trip be- 
tween the two cities. No attempt 
was made at breaking any records 
or to see in how short a time the 
distance could be covered. The 
total time elapsed from the start 
from Tientsin to the finish at E. 
W. Frazar & Co.’s office at Peking, 
was 7 hours and 21 minutes, the 
total mileage 81.8. The actual 
running time was about six hours. 
‘A good deal of time was lost in 
picking the best roads and making 
inquiries. 


CHINA’S SKIES FOR 
JANUARY 


By Sirius. 
1 Last quarter (moon) ¢, 0.21 pm. 
Earth in perihelion, noon. 91,341,000 
miles distant from thesun. 
2 Occultation of Spica Virgins, 10.58 a.m. 
4 Jupiter stationary in the heavens, 8 
Pam. seems to retrograde Westwards. 
5 Saturn stationary in the heavens, 9 p.m. 
9 New moon @, 1-13 p.m. 
, Sam. 
rs in conjunction, 11 
p-m., Venus 0.°4 S. 
13 Mars in conjunction with the moon, 6 
pm, Mars 5.°4 8. 
‘Venus in conjunction withthe moon, 
9 p.m. Venus 5.°5 S. 
17 First quarter (moon) ), 2.17 p.m. 
20 Sun enters Aquarius, 9.55 p.m. 
23 Moon in perigee, 9 a.m. 
Venus crosses the ecliptic, moving 
Northwards. 
24 Full moon O, 6.54 a.m. 
27 Jupiter in conjunction with the moon, 
10 a.m. Jupiter 5.°1 N. 
Saturn in conjunction withthe moor, 
9 p.m. Saturn 5.°6 N. 
31 Last quarter (moon) (, 3.48 a.m. 


Puases oF THE Moon, 












Day — Hour 
Last quarter 10.21 p.m. 
jew moon 9 113 mn | F 
First quarter } 17 217 ta Peking 
Full moon Q 24 6.54 a.m.| “me 
Last quarter ()31 3.48 am, 


Mooninapogee 9 5 a.m. 
» perigee 23 9 a.m. 


AsppcTs OF THE Principal Puanets. 


Vexus.—An early evening star in Capri- 
cornus, and at the end of the month 
in Pisces, Setting during this month 
later and later, and visible for about 
3 hours after sunset. 

In conjunction with Mars on the 9th; 
with the moon or the 13th; crostes 
the Ecliptic, moving Northwards, on 
the 23rd. 

Sets on the Ist at 8.29 p.m. (3h. 
. after sunset). 

x 16th at 8.52 p.m. 
» 30th at 9.10 p..m. (3h. 


. 38m. after sunset). 
Mans.—An evening star, also in Capri. 
cornus, and like Venus advancing 


towards Pisces. Tn conjunction with 
Venus on the 9th; with the moon 
on the 13th. 
Sets on the Ist at 8.45 p.m. 
8 16th at 8.41 p.m. 
a7 30th at 8.37 p.m. 
Jurrren.—A late evening star in Leo 
{about 40 from Regulus). Rises 
about 2 hours before midnight, and 
is visible in the Western skies till 
sunrise next morning. Stationary 
on the fonrth, when it apparently 
moves Westward; in conjunction 
with the moon on the 27th. 
Rises on the Ist at 10.22 p.m. 
Souths at 4.41 a.m. 
dé 16th at 9.22 p.m. 
Souths at 3.42 a.m. 
rs 20th at 8.20 p.m. 
Souths at 2.40_a.m. 
Satvrs.—A late evening star in Virgo 
(East of Jupiter). rising 4 an hour 
after Jupiter. and visible thronchont 
the latter half of the night till early 
morning the next day. Stationary 
on the 5th: in conjunction with the 
moon on the 27th. 
Rises on the Ist at 10.49 p.m. 
oo. 16th at 9.49 p.m. 








3 30th at 8.49 p.m. 
Vexvs 1x ConsuNcTION WITH THE 
Moon. = 


Venus, which is now a conspicuous 
object in the Western skies, may be well 





observed during this month for about 3 
hours after sunset. In the first part of 
the month, the planet sets 





about 8.3014! 





p-m., and in the latter half, it is vi 
even to9 p.m. On the 13th, Venus will 
be in conjunction with the ‘moon at 9 
P-m., @ most favourable hour for observ- 
ing the phenomenon, 


EarTs 1N PERIHELION. 


The earth upon which we live 
suspended in space, held by that 
visible power of gravitation which it 
cannot evade, and revolves in an 
elliptical circle about the sun, at a mean 
distance of 93,000,000 miles. The 
eccentricity of this path is much greater 
than that of the orbit of Venus, but is 
now slowly diminishing from century to 
century. After a lapse of some thon- 
sands of years, the eccentricity will 
begin to increase again, varying thus 
through ages within definite limits, 

The earth's orbit around the sun is 
about 600,000,000 miles Jong, and our 
world pursues this annual journey at the 
rate of over 18 miles a second. The 
planets do not move with equal velocity 
in the different parts of their orbits. 
Wher. at perihelion, or that point of 
their orbit nearest to the sun, their mo- 
tion is fastest, and when at aphelion. or 
their remotest distance from the sun, it 
is slowest. 

Our earth will be in perihelion on 
January 1, the distance between ux and 
the son being on that date 91,341,000 
miles, 


is 
in- 





Srevtar Motion in Space. 

So called fixed stars are a pure illu. 
sion of the ancients. No stars may be 
properly called fixed, as they all gradual. 
ly change their positions relative to one 
another, This is called their ‘proper 
motion”? in space. They have: also an 
apparent motion, due in part to the 
movement of the sun on the ecliptic, 
and our earth on its orbit. This latter 
is called the star’s ‘“parallactic motion.” 
stronomers hold that our sun, and 
with it our earth and attendant planets, 
or in other words the whole solar system, 
is moving through space at a speed of 
ahout 12 miles per second towards a 
point not far from the bright star Pega, 
in the constellation Zura, This star 
shines upon ne from the inconceivable 
distance of 160 trillion miles, a vast 
void which anpalls our mind and which 
onr imagination even grasps with 


difficulty. 
























Mrs. Hands Was In 
Torment With Rash 
Cuticura Healed 
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CHEN CHIUNG-MING.. AND 
CANTON 





The Rising Star 





A NEW MENACE TO PEKING’S 
AUTHORITY 
From Rodney Gilbert. 


Peking, Dec. 30. 


Sufficient tame has elapsed in 
Peking since Chen Chiung-ming 


came to the fore in Canton, and 
since Sun Yat-sen and Co. went 
down to take advantage of the 


situation which Chen had created, 
for some very interesting stories to 
filter through to the North. It is 
worthy of renark that in this 
stronghold of the reactionaries one 
never hears a word against the 
character or political tenets of the 
man whom Tsen Chun-hsuan has 
denounced as a Chinese Bolshevik. 
A certain Hanlin graduate, a com- 
paratively young man of the old 
school, recently visited Canton to 
satisfy his own curiosity about the 
personality of General Chen, The 
same man knows Wu Pei-fu and 
most of the other men whose names 
have become synonyms for pubiic 
virtue in the minds of the Chinese 
people. He says that if all the 
military men in China were like 
Wu Pei-fu China’s troubles would 
be at an end, but-since they are 
not, China must look to men like 
Chen Chiung-ming to put the 
country right. 


A Haxxa Onrertain. 


Before enlarging upon the stories 
of Chen’s achievements and _ per- 
sonality, it is of particular interest 
to call attention to the fact that ae 
is a Hakka and that a very large 

ercentage of his troops are also 
Hakka. Everyone knows that the 


real fighting element in the 
Northern army is the Shantung 
element. The Hakka, as most of 


us know, are Shantungese far re- 
moved in time and distance, but 
still tenacious of the mountain 
dialect which they spoke when they 
were driven out of the coastal 
ranges by Ch’in_ Shih-huang, the 
builder of the Great Wall, more 
than 2,000 years ago. There is no 
people in North China to-day so 
persistent in speaking Chinese in 
their own recalcitrant way as the 
hill folk of Shantung. Wu Pei-fu, 
after living and fighting through a 
dozen provinces, still speaks a 
variety of Chinese which would 
make most of Chen Chiung-ming’s 
Hakka following homesick. It 
seems something more than a 
coincidence that the remote cousin 
of the man who demolished An- 
fuism in Peking should have routed 
the Lu Yung-ting influence out of 
Kuangtung. It furnishes pabulum 
for the imagination. 2 

What everyone is most interest- 
ed in learning is the precise re- 
lation between Sun Yat-sen and 
Chen Chiung-ming. Their public 
utterances indicate clearly that 
Chen went back to Kuangtung as a 
liberator while Sun returned to be 
a conqueror. Sun talks largely of 
conquering the South and the 
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Yangtze valley in the name of 
“Constitutionalism,” while Chen 
preaches self-government, _ provin- 
cial autonomy and a new Govern- 
ment evolved from a federation of 
self-governing provinces. Two 
points of view are here represented 
which are altogether incompatible. 
Yet they say that Chen is the 
understudy of Sun Yat-sen and that 
he is thoroughly loyal to him. We 
all want to know what the key to 
this contradiction is and what is 
going to come of it. 


Farser oF THE REVOLUTION. 


Those who have recently return- 
ed from Canton supply an explana- 
tion which, if not wholly  satis- 
factory to everyone, is reassuring 
in that it seems to prove that Chen 
ris not as mad as his notorious 
master. It is said that he regards 
Sun Yat-sen as the father of the 
revolution. Whatever Sun’s follies 
may have been in the past nine 
years, he has worked indefatigably 
against political elements and 
movements in China which were 
no worthier of support than his own 
and which did not have the apology 
of fanaticism to offer. He has 
raised large sums of money abroad 
to finance movements in the South 
which have been a good deal more 
wholesome for China than those 
financed with Japanese funds in the 
North. In view of these things 
Chen cannot see his way clear to 
boot Sun Yat-sen out of Kuangtung, 
as most of us would like to see him 
do, but at the same time he has no 
intention whatever of lending him 
self either as a civil official or as a 
military commander to the creation 
of a new southern state for the 
accommodation of the “Great 
Military President,” Sun Yat-sen. 

Chen Chiung-ming is one of the 
strongest advocates of provincial 
autonomy in China. It is said with 
emphasis by those who have lately 
seen him in Canton that he will be 
consistent in his political theories 
and will not attempt to impose his 
authority upon Kuangsi, Hupeh or 
any other province to satisfy the 
political ambitions of Sun Wen cr 
anyone else. He conceives it his 
first duty to clean up Kuangtung. 
If the Kuangsi-ites want  self-gov- 





ernment and want to eject Lu 
Yung-ting and if they call upon 
Chen for help he will help them 


and then withdraw. If he is 
wanted in Hupeh on the same terms 
he will go to Hupeh and when the 
Hupehites are running their own 
province and are finished with him 
he will withdraw. 


Senr-GovernMent Movement 


Spreaps. 


This statement of Chen Chiung- 
ming’s policy comes indirectly to 
Peking but on good authority. 
If we can take it at its face value 


it is really very significant. Only 
a few months ago the South was 
ruled_by southern militarists and 


the North by northern militarists. 
There was not much choice _ be- 
tween them. Anything like  self- 
government would have been as 
unwelcome to the military of 
Canton as to the military of Pe- 
king. If Chen Chiung-ming means 
to support the popular movement 
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towards self-government China’s 
pseudo-militarism is broken in the 
South. 

Even the casual observer must 
have noticed the progress which 
the self-government movement has 
made since Chang Chin-yao was 
ejected from Hunan last spring— 
a growing consciousness that 
China’s salvation is in the forming 
of a federation of _ self-governing 
Chinese states which would evolve 
a Government nothing like Pe- 
king, nothing like Sun Wen wants, 
but something actually responsible 
to the provinces, controlled by the 
substantial middle class. 


Many Reapy ro Jorn. 


The immediate future of this 
movement, which involves the im- 
mediate future of Peking, would 
seem very largely to depend upon 
the sincerity of Chen Chiung-ming 
and the degree to which Sun Wen 
and his political colleagues can be 
suppressed in Canton. Popular 
opinion in the south and Yangtzo 
valley provinces would not sup- 
port a union with Canton to 
simply enhance the power and 
prestige of a new military govern- 
ment under Sun Yat-sen, Tang 
Shao-yi and Wu Ting-fang. But if 
a regenerated Canton is going to 
come forward as the champion of 
provincial autonomy and of real 
democracy within the provinces, 
there will be no district south of the 
Yangtze whicl. will not join the 
movement and Peking may even 
lose some precious territory north 
of the river. The Tuchuns of 
Shantung and Chékiang have 
aiready pledged themselves to the 
vbolition of the Tuchunate and to 
other liberal ideas. Wu _ Pei-fu’s 
political doctrines are well known. 
Tsao Kun does not count. 

Chang Tso-lin is the one open 
opponent of everything which Wu 
Pei-fu, Chen Chiung-ming, Feng 
Yii-hsiang and others of their class 
are advocating, but Chang Tso-lin 
is isolated. He dares not move 
troops into China because, if he 
brings his good divisions into 
Chibli, the Kirin folk will proceed 
to macerate what are left behind, 
while, if the good troops are retain. 
ed in Fengtien and the “Hung- 


hutze” are sent into Chihli, Wu 
Pei-fu will meet them and 
obliterate them somewhere in 


the neighbourhood of Peking, as 
he did the  Anfu armies 
last summer. If Canton supports 
the provincial autonomy movement 
tather than Sun Yat-sen during the 
next months the weakening hold of 
the militarists upon the provinces 


will be gone and the powers and 
functions of the Peking Cabinet 
will be equivalent to that of a 
metropolitan municipal council by 
this time next year. 
Caston’s Great Opportunity. 
For these reasons Canton is the 


focal point for a great deal more 
Chinese attention than the average 
Chinese official would have the 
foreigner believe. Nearly every 
Tuchun, with the possible excep- 
tion of Chang Tso-lin and Tsao 
Kun, has his representative in Can- 
ton interviewing and conferring 
with either Chen Chiung-ming or 
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Sun Yat-sen. The attitude of half 
the politicians and military men 
the country towards  self-govern- 
ment will be determined by the 
turn which matters take in Canton. 
Every Chinese knows that Wu Pei- 
fu and Feng Yii-hsiang are closely 
allied. Nearly everyone knows 
that Wu Pei-fu is in correspondence 
with Lu Yung-hsiang of Chékiang, 
with Chao Heng-ti of Hunan and 
with Ma Fu-hsiang of Kansu. It is 
now said that most of these persons 
are in touch with Chen Chiung- 
ming. 

If Canton does not go off on a 
wild tangent directed by Sun and 
his political friends, it would look 
very much as though most of: the 
men whom we have mentioned 
above would emerge in some sort 
of an alliance as the champions of 
a set of new ideas, which wouid 
include such schemes as local self- 
government, provincial autonomy, 
the convention of a popular assem- 
bly to shape China into a new 
federation and the sweeping away 


of most of the old institutions 
which are so dear to Peking 
officialdom. 





Mr. J. E. Baker, adviser of the 
Ministry of Co~munications and 
President of the American Red 
Cross Society, |:as been appointed 
by a Ministerial Order as supervi- 
sor of the movement of famine re- 
lief grains on the Chinese Govern- 
ment Railways. He is giving his 
first attention to speeding up the 
relief grain traffic on the Peking 
Mukden Railway. 


Ir is reported that owing to the 
death of Baron Fittinghoff and the 
inability of his partners to work 
the valuable gold mines in Tsetsen 
Khan, Mongolia (near Urga), the 
concession has now been trans- 
ferred to American _ interests. 
General Chen Yi, the Resident 
Commissioner of Mongolia, has tele- 
graphed to the Government recom- 
mending a joint Sino-American 
development of the gold mines with 





equal rights in administrati 
Engineers and capital will be 
supplied and the Chinese’ will 


supply labour. 
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A DIPLOMATIC FARCE 





Peking and Japan 





ANGER OVER ANFU—WEAK- 
NESS ABOUT HUNGCHUN 
By Rodney Gilbert. 


Peking, Dec. 31- 


The local papers publish to-day 
what purports to be a document 
sent to Mr. Hu Wei-teh to present 
to the Japanese Government as 
China’s suggestion for a settle- 
ment of the Hungchun issue. It 
hardly seems possible that the 
same Foreign Minister who has 
been writing Mr. Obata the 
haughty, almost’ truculent notes, 
about his Anfu guests and has 
thereby won the enthusiastic sup- 
port of his fellow countrymen for 
being saucy to the most dangerous 
foreign Power represented in 
Peking, should have written such 
a feeble document, overlooking as 
it does every just claim that 
China might put forwnurd for 
indeninification. The note, as it is 
published, suggests that China 
will oblige Japan by sending ade- 
quate reinforcements to Hung- 
chun and Yenchi; that Japan 
should fix a date for the complete 
withdrawal of troops; and that 
the two Governments should close 
the controversy at an early date. 
This is the substance of clauses 1, 
3 and 4. Clause 2 is the interes 
ing one. It reads in the “Lead- 
er’s” version “That the Japanese 
troops in Wangching, Holung .and 
Tungling should not commit such 
abuses as they formerly committed 
in arresting and killing innocent 
Chinese local inhabitants who were 
taken for tufei and bandits.” 

Not a word is said about the 
torturing, mutilating, murder and 
rape of thousands of Koreans who 
have enjoyed Chinese hospitality 
for many years and who have been 
led to believe that they enjoyed 
Chinese protection. Not a word 
is said about indemnity for 
Chinese or Korean losses. Not 
a word is said about the punish- 
ment of Japanese officers and men 
whose brief career in Chientao 
would be a casus belli in any 
country in the world except 
China. No specific gvarant-e is 
asked for that those same officers 
and men wiil ret after their w 
drawal return and indulge in 
another orgy of savagery. Nor is 
there a single reference to the 
Sino-Japanese agreement of 1909 
which gives China first claim to 
jurisdiction over all Koreans north 
of the Tumen River whether Chin- 
ese or Japanese subjects. 

Clause IV of the Chientao agree- 
ment, signed at Peking, September 
4, 1909, contains two sentences that 
are worth quoting. They read:— 

“Koreans residing north of the 
Tumen River and’ engaged in 
agriculture shall be subject to 
the jurisdiction of the Chinese 
officials of the territory . 
Chinese officials shall administer 
Chinese law in all civil and 
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criminal cases where Koreans are 
concerned.” 


Dr. Yen THe Meex. 


In this document Japan aban- 
doned the Korean settlers in Kirin 
to the tender mercies of Chinese 
justice, only stipulating that they 
were to have as fair treatment as 
the Chinese and that if in a 
judgement involving the death 
penalty the Japanese Consui detect- 
ed any irregularities, he might’ ask 
for a new hearing before another 
magistrate. In abandoning this 
degree of extraterritorial jurisdic- 
tion over the Korean emigrants 
she clearly placed them under 
Chinese law, and Chinese _ protec- 
tion as well, and forfeited every 
right to pass judgement upon them 
or inflict punishment while Chin- 
ese magistrates functioned in the 
district. 

Dr. W, W. Yen who is now in 
snch haste to close the -Hungehun 
debate has not bothered to remind 
the Japanese that none of the un- 
fortunate villagers whom tho 
Japanese abused or killed, when 
they could not make any. head- 
way against the armed bands, 
hed ever been judged or sentenced 
by a Chinese magistrate, nor 
that in assaulting the many 
Koreans as well as the few Chinese 
upon whom the Japanese have 
vented their spite, Japanese troops 
acting under orders from Tokio 
were committing crimes against 
persons under Chinese jurisdiction 
and Chinese protection. Yen, who 
hombastically attacks Japan in his 
notes for harbouring the “crimin- 
al” Anfuites and is patted on the 
hack for it by all “Young China, 
does not sce fit to remind Japan 
that she has no more right to pun- 
ish revolutionary Koreans in Kirin 
than she would have to invade 
Hawaii and attempt to punish the 
Koreans there who are financing 
the Korean movement; no more 
right than she would have to in 
vade India and punish the Japaa- 
ese socialists who are there con- 
spiring with their brown colleagues 
for a social revolution in Japan; 
no more right—in fact not so good 
a right as the Chinese police would 
have to enter the Japanese Lega- 
tion and torture the protected An- 
fuites. 

If this aspect of the Hungehua 
affair is borne in mind and it is 
then considered that on the testi- 
mony of missionaries, of Russians, 
of Chinese and Koreans, and 
Chang Tso-lin himself, the bandié 
party which raided Hungehun and 
gave the Japanese. their original 
excuse for invasion—“inadequate 
protection”—came from Nikolsk 
and is said to have been trained 
under Japanese military auspices 
—with all of this in mind, tho 
milk and water character of the 
suggestions for settlement can only 
be regarded as a cowardly -shirk- 
ing of responsibility on the part 
of the Chinese Government. 











Pease Don’t vo 17 Aqain. 





The Hungebun affair is a serious 
affair, the sheltering of the An- 
fuites in Peking is a farce. The 
dispute about Hungchun is peter- 
ing out in brief, polite correspon 
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dence, the substance of which is 
“please don’t do it again,” -w: 
the farcical question of the dx 
position of Mr. Obata’s boarders 
gives the Waichiaopu occasion for 
the composition of endlessly long, 
arrogantly persistent documents. 
This is simply because every 
Chinese official and every member 
of the Japanese Legation staff 
knows that the question of 
sanctuary is a joke, that nobody 
wants anything to come of it and 
that the Japanese do not parti- 
cularly care if Dr. Yen makes a 
little face for himself with his 
countrymen by airing his diplo- 
matic rhetoric. At the same time 
the Chinese and Japanese know 
that the Hungchun affair is a 
painfully serious matter and that 
if Dr. Yen were to say anything 
pointed about it the Japanes? 
might really get cross and make 
the Foreign Minister eat his 
words, Under the agreement above 
quoted the Koreans have a real 
right to sanctuary in China while 
China has as real a responsibility 
+o protect them. This right of 
sanctuary the Japanese have ruth- 
Jessly violated and China’s respon- 
sibility in the matter she sha 
lessly shirks. This is what mak 
the Hungchun affair a serious one. 





Tue Anru Force. 

It may not be clearly understood 
why the question of Mr. Obata’: 
protection of the Anfuites is a 
farce. This should not take lonz 
to explain. Every Anfuite now 
enjoying the hospitality of the 
Japanese Legation is a second-rate 
Anfuite. Everyone of them is the 
understudy of some bigger and 
more responsible man enjoying not 
only freedom, but luxury and 
honour in Peking to-day. Little 
Hsu, who is gone, was the under- 
study of Tuan Chi-jui, who still 
occupies his big house in town and 
receives the high officials of the 
Government from fime to time. 
Tseng Yun-pei, whose scalp Dr 
Yen demands with particular 
vehemence, is the recognized un- 
derstudy of Tsao Ju-lin, who ap- 
pears freely in public and is often 
seen at the President’s palace 
where he is still retained in tho 
capacity of an adviser. Li Shih- 
hao is a much smaller man than 
Lu Tsung-yu, who also advises the 
President and runs his Exchange 
Bank. 


No three of the others have ever 
combined to execute a Japanese 
deal so detrimental to China as 
the Military Pact which Chin Yun- 
peng signed. Under these cir- 
cumstances does anyone imagine 
that the Government wants tu 
bring any man now in the Japan- 
ese Legation up for open trial? 


Tf the farce ever gets too rich 
for Mr. Obata’s blood he has _ at 
hand a terrible means of retribu- 
tion. He could take all of his 
guests up to the President’s 
palace and present them to the 
President and his assembled min- 
isters. If he did this, neither Pre- 
sident Hsu nor Premier Chia 
could be found in Peking the fol- 
lowing morning. Yet it is by 





lengthy correspondence upon this 
subject that the Waichiaopr is 
earning the plaudits of officialdom, 
while the document despatched a3 
the basis for a settlement of the 
Hungchun affair expresses the hope 
that Japan will not mistake any- 
more innocent Chinese for tufei 
and murder them. Yet there are 
still Chinese and foreigners who 
would try to persuade us that the 
Chinese Government is an asset to 
China. 





RUSSIAN PROFESSOR ON 
RUSSIA 





The Peasant Stirs 





COMMUNISM vy. THE FARMER 
THE FINAL STRUGGLE 


From Rodney Gilbert, 


Peking, Dec, 26. 


It may be remembered that some 
weeks ago your correspondent sent in the 
summary of an interview which he had 
had with a Professor Golovatchev, who 
holds the chair of International Law in 
Vladivostok University, and that by 
way of introduction it was explained 
that this learned Russian jurist was 
quoted at some length because his 
opinions seemed to represent a singular 
ly detached and unbiassed class of Rus- 
sian opinion, At the time the writer 
considered this rather an unimportant 
side issue from the routine business of 
running about Peking collecting Chinese 
official scandal; but the various transla- 
tions and reports of the interview which 
have been given in Siberia would seem 
to indicate that in the North opinions 
upon Russia’s ultimate fate are taken 
with painful seriousness and that Pre- 
lessor Golovatchev's expression of opin- 
ion is a matter of moment in the Russian 
Far East. 


In the first place the Dalta News 
Agency, the Communist propaganda 
organ. in the Far East, took the trouble 
to mistranslate and misquote the inter- 
view as it appeared in the “North-China 
Daily News.” In a wire to the~ Dalta 
headquarters, dated December 12, the 
Peking correspondert quoted what ap- 
peared in the ‘“North-China Daily News" 
and informed his northern colleagues 
that Professor Golovatchev has said that 
he, as well as the majority of Russians, 
looked forward ta a complete triumph 
for the “Far Eastern — Republic.” A 
Harbin paver. the ‘Svet” picked up this 
despatch in the issue of December 19 
and remarked in undiplomatic language 
that the ‘Dalta’” service had again lied. 
The whistle had blown and the game 
was started. Far Eastern Russia seems 
much excited about it, judging from 
newspaper clippings. 


Coincidental with the arise of this 
controversy a personal letter from Pro- 
fessor Golovatchey has arrived in Peking 
which contains certain serious reflexions 
upon the East Siberian situation. These 
are still characterized by that peculiar 
spitit of detachment—peculiar to Siber- 
ian Russians—which seemed to make 
Golovatchev’s casual remarks worthy of 
publication in the first place. I quote 
what appears to bear upon the situa- 
tion, not to give the lie to “Dalta” or 
to cheer the conservatives, but because 





it again gives in the informal style cf 
personal correspondence the impressions 
of a man who, in spite of the fact that 
he has stewed in the seething kettle of 











Russian revolutionism, seems still to be 
able to view his country’s problems as 
one from afar off. 


Botssevism Now Trrumpuanr. 


Among other things Professor 
Golovatchev writes as follows: 
“The three years’ civil war in 
Russia has ended in the victory of 
Bolshevism, and if the last remain- 
ing province—the Primorsk (Vlad- 
ivostok)—escapes the domination 
of the Communists it will be for 
reasons beyond the scope of the 
civil war itself. It is now more 
difficult than ever to surmise about 
the future; it is only clear that 
those tactics which have been em- 
ployed up to the present in the 
struggle against Bolshevism have 
now passed into the domain cf 
history. A prolongation of the 
civil war can be profitable to the 
Bolsheviks only, 


“It is characteristic that in most 
armed encounters with foreign 
troops the Soviet forces have been 
unsuccessful—even against such 
small nations as Esthonia—while 
in the civil war they have always 
been victorious. This can be ex- 
plained in the first place by the 
complete lack of enthusiasm 
on the part of the en mobilized 
by the Bolsheviks. So far as their 
part in the civil war is concerned 
it is to be observed that the men 
have lost their faith both in the 
Red leaders and in their White 
opponents. The superior organiza- 
tion and greater initiative of the 
Red kernel as opposed to the 
White kernel thus becomes the de- 
cisive factor. The Whites more- 
over failed to invent slogans which 
could be comprehended by the 
masses. The notion of the Con- 
stituent Assembly was always hazy, 
while neither the Reds nor the 
Whites proved themselves capable 
of attending to the real needs of 
the people, and particularly of the 
peasants. és 


Att Depenps ON Prasants, 


“One can gather from this that 
as long as the peasants do not as- 
sert themselves as a class, deter- 
mined to acquire power, it will be 
difficult to overthrow the power of 
the Communists. The peasants 
have so far taken no part. in the 
revolution as a united conscious 
factor. They only now: begin to 
grasp the situation and to mani- 
fest themselves in political moves 
as well as in sporadic uprisings. 
As an example the constitution of 
a peasants’ party in the. Vladivostok 
Assembly shows that the peasants 
do not any longer trust any party. 


“One must not forget that the 
peasants are loth to imbibe 
abstract ideas and that their ways 
of thinking are realistic. They will 
therefore always prefer the author- 
ity which will satisfy local needs to 
the one which undertakes to 
grapple with abstract problems. 
‘We may therefore expect to see 
the peasants manifest themselves 
in this or that territorial unit as 
soon as they have found themselves 
alone and face to face with the 
Communists. The ensuing struggle 


will be the crucial point of the. 
Russian revolution and wil lead 
to its decisive moment.” 
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WANTED: A CHIN 
MACADAM 








The Appalling Mud 





WILL NO ONE GIVE CHINA 
GOOD ROADS? 


From an Up-country Walker. 


Four days to do 2X0 li. The 
writer has just returned from such 
a trip and it brought home to him 
again the appalling backwardness 
of China in the matter of roads. 
No wonder the largest cities are 
situated on the waterways. These 
natural means of communication 
exist without the effort of man and 
so have coe to be largely the 
arteries of traffic in China. Though 
these do very well as far as they 
reach, yet they need to be supple- 
mented by facilities for land-traffic. 
A few days’ journey into the iv- 
terior makes one realize how prim- 
tive still are the ideas of the peo- 
ple in this regard. 


One Forwarp Two Back. 


There has been a dry spell but. it 
began to rain slightly on the morn- 
ing of our departure. The result 
was that almost from the outset the 
road was in a slippery condition. 
As one proceeded one came to 
mouddy stretches that required skil- 
ful negotiation or one would be 
badly splashed to say the least. 
So bad was the walking that the 
coolie could only go hali-speed. 
By evening, in addition to a short 
distance by boat on a laks, it was 
found that only 40 li had been 
done and the last 10 of these had 
been in the dark. 

The next day 45 li was the dis- 
tance set and we were warned 
(truthfully enough as_ it proved) 
that the walking would be worse 
than the day before. By 9.30 we 
were on the road. Yet again al- 
though we only rested once for a 
meal we had over an hour by lan- 
tern light before reaching our 
destination. 


Even Trencx Boots VaNiQvisHED. 
We rested the following day 


which was Sunday. This gave 
time for drying stockings and 
boots. The boots had been bought 


at the British Ordnance and were 
the best pair I ever had. They 
had been well tested in the mud ‘f 
France during the war and had 
never leaked. The continuous 
soaking of two days had at last 
proved them not as_ impermeable 
as I had boasted. Worse was to 
follow. 

Monday’s march was towards 
home along the third side of a 
triangle. We set off at 7.30. For 
about half a mile there were rough 
paving-stones to walk on. When 
they came to an end it was the old 
experience of slipping, sprawling, 
floundering, falling. Over the lace- 
holes the liquid mud ebbed and 
flowed. It was no use thinking of 
ary feet any more before getting 
home. . The water oozed in and 
out. One might as well be with- 
out stockings as have these sogay 
things clinging to one. The suction 


RR 





of the clayey soil was at times 
nearly enough to drag off one’s 
boots as one squelched along. 
Each time a foot was planted in 
the mire one knew not how deep 
it would sink and one could only 
hope that a kindly fate would save 
one from having it over one’s boot- 
tops. 


A Dive Isto Pappy Swamps. 

At times it was necessary to 
tread sideways, so narrow was the 
path, and brimming paddyfields 
awaited the luckless wight who 
should lose his equilibrium. Many 
a time, so uninviting was the path 
ahead, that a detour was deemed 
advisable and the narrow strip of 
turf dividing field from field was 
chosen as affording a firmer foot- 
hold even if it did mean thrice the 
distance. 

To one’s other woes was added 
a fall which tore one’s mackintosh 
and plastered it with red slime and 
another fall from which one rose 
with a broken stick to his umbrella, 
Still more inconvenient was it when 
the bottom layer of the sole of one 
boot came loose at the toe and 
went flapping except when one 
walked on one’s heel or tied the 


sole on with straw which kept 
working loose. 

Home_ was |not reached that 
night. Bedraggled and _bespatter- 


ed we hailed a wretched inn as a 
haven of rest at the end of one 
day’s tramp of 50 li. Feet were 
bathed and dry at last. imbedded 
in a.pei-vo, in the foids of which 
one fell asleep dreaming of the 
oare legs and sandals in which one 
would have to trudge the next day. 


Roaps Never Srratonr. 


The foregoing description applies 
to wet weather; but it is not al- 
ways wet. In summer time those 
same roads will be thick with dust 
which will fly up to find lodgement 
in one’s clothes. There are other 
qualities, too, about these roads 
which try one’s occidental patience. 
They are never straight for more 
than a few hundred yards. One is 
constantly going round a_ half 
circle instead of across the diame- 
ter. These curves are said-to be 
for the purpose of tricking the de- 
vils who thus miss their way, flying 
off at a tangent and landing now- 
where. These roads are so narrow 
that one is thankful when one 
comes to a bit where the breadth 
of a yard will enable traffic going 
both wavs to pass without either 
nartv having to step off into a field. 
Gullies lie across the track and 
have to be inmped over. 

One is often in donbt about 
which of two roads to take. Some- 
times a stone is erected at june- 
tions of this kind telling whither 
the roads to right and left lead, 
but as often as not age has effaced 
its message or it has sunk so deep 
into the ground that the business 
part of it has become obliterated 
in that way. When no direction is 
discernible or decipherable one 
has to rely on one’s own judgement. 
Taking the more important looking 
path and the one which is in a 
straight line with the road already 
traversed a group of dwellings is 
reached. Here it is ascertained 
that one is on the wrong road. A 
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fresh direction is given but after 
the length of a field or two one is 
as mystified as ever. 


EverytHinc Gors to Pieces. 


Have the Chinese, as they say, 
no money to build proper roads? 
As one goes about one sees many 
a good bridge over a stream whic! 
must have cost the promoters a lot 
of money. But that was hundreds 
of years ago and later generations 
liave not kept them in repair. 
Sometimes the main arch is broken 
and so the whole bridge is rendered 
useless and all the present day folk 
care to do is to put up a_ small 
trestle bridge alongside of it. 
Flagstones in some by-gone age 
have been laid down for a li or two 
here and there. It is apparent 
that the gaps in the series are due 
to the thieving propensity of a 
generation of more recent date, 
Sometimes a stone has fallen into 
the adjacent field or stream. It is 
no one’s business to re-instate it; 
so there it lies every time you pass 
that way. That would not require 
money but only a few hours’ work 
by those into whose field it has 
dropped. 

As for not having money, one 
sees well-built houses close to these 
roads, the only roads their owners 
have for travelling upon. Why are 
they so lacking in public spirit and 
blind to their own interests? A 
fancy t’ingtza (portico) or p'ailoh 
(ornamental commemorative arch) 
or heitai (theatrical stage) is con- 
stantly met with and evidences 
power of cofbination to subscribe. 
Why do they not subscribe for 
something more useful ? 


Te Curse or Lazy Content. 


The roads already spoken’ of 
connect large towns having their 
chambers of commerce. Take this 
town of about 12,000 inhabitants. 
It has a railway station 20 li away. 
The business men of the town and 
the mandarins of ten use that road. 
Chairs are numerous along it. Yet 
it is of exactly the sort already 
described. To build railways and 
yet have no feeders for them in 
the shape of roads leading to their 
stations shown a very ill-balanced 
judgement to say the least. All 
classes seem lazily content with 
the minimum of comfort. It they 
can get along anyhow they never 
cry out for anything better. So 
they go on as they have always 
done, plodding with their burdens 
along abominable roads which 
never admit of wheeled traffic. 
These roads are never more than 
barely tolerable and when wet 
weather makes them impassable 
the people stay at home and be- 
guile the enforced leisure in 
gambling. 

A Carr Berore THE Car. 


Stephenson has come to China 
but not Macadam. It should have 
been Macadam first. When will he 
arise? He will have to be a man 
with a long purse for it is by no 
means certain that he would get a 
cash from mandarins or merchants. 
Macadam of road-making fame so 
impoverished himself by his ex- 
periments in Great Britain that he 
felt it necessary to apply to Par- 
liament in 1823 for his expenses 
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‘and the not too generous sum of 
£10,000 was granted him. The 
Chinese Macadam need look for no 
such assistance from any govern- 
ment such as we have known in 
China. Virtue will have to be its 
own reward though some of us 
will feel grateful as we swing our- 
selves along his roads with a 
lightness of step and of heart to 
which we are strangers now. 

But what are we think about? 
Before there can be a Macadam 
there will need to be military com- 
manders like the centurion of whom 
it was said ‘He loveth our people.” 
There will need to be famine com- 
missioners like Joseph. There will 
need to be statesmen like 
Nehemiah who brought order out of 
chaos without fee or reward. With 
them all there will have to be the 
rule of Him who said “Behold 1 
make all things new.” 

E. F. P. 8. 


RIZAL, THE PHILIPPINE 
HERO 








Judge Lobingier’s Address 


Rizal Day was celebrated among 
the Shanghai Filipinc residents 
who ‘observed the occasion on 
December 30 at the Olympic Thea- 
tre with a specially prepared pro- 
gramme. 

Musical selections were rendered 
by the Municipal Orchestra, Mas- 
ter A. Carniero, Mr. J. V. Alinsod, 
and Miss Isabel Alinsod. Address- 
es were given by His Honour C. S. 
Lobingier, Judge of the U. 8. 
Court for China; Mr. Jose P. 
Buensuceso, president of the Fili- 
pino Club, and Mr. D. Perez de 
Tagle, chairman of the Celebration 
Committee. A poem in Filipino 
was recited by Mr. Pascual 
Natividad, while Rizal’s Last Fare- 
well was read by Mr.  Telesforo 
Buenaflor. 

Judge Lobingier, in his address, 
said: 

I am always glad to join in a 
tribute to the Filipino hero, José 
Rizal. His life and character were 
such as to command respect and 
admiration not only among his 
own people but also among those 
of otherraces as they are gradually 
coming to know him. The Fili- 
pinos do well to honour the 
memory of Rizal and it is fitting 
that on this the, 24th anniversary 
of his execution, the Filipinos not 
only in their homeland, but in 
other parts of the world where they 
may happen to sojourn, gather to 
observe this as their geat popular 
holiday. 

But the most substantial way to 
honour a hero is to imitate him for 
it has been well said that imitation 
is the sincerest flattery. Tributes 
of praise are all very well but tri- 
butes .of emulation are better and 
the life of Rizal has many lessons 
which if translated into the lives 
and characters of his compatriots 
would redound to their everlasting 
benefit. 


Tar Hien Roap or Epvestion. 


First, Rizal believed in educa- 
tion, not only for himself, but for 





his countrymen for he saw therein 
the surest means of their libera- 
tion. He first availed himself of 
the limited educational facilities 
which his native town of Calamba 
provided and then he went to 
Manila and attended the Ateneo, 
then, probably, the most thorough 
school in the islands. After that 
he went to Spain and became a 
student at the University of 
Madrid where his career was most 
unusual. I know a gentleman of 
Spanish descent, Sr. Del Pan, who 
was a schoolmate of Rizal both in 
Manila and Madrid and he told 
me that the honours achieved and 
prizes won by Rizal during his 
school days was highly remarkable 
but he did not stop even with the 
University of Madrid for he pur- 
sued his technical education later 
in Germany where he made a 
special study of the eye and the 
phenomena of vision. His aim 
was to fit himself for a career in 
which he could be most useful to 
his countrymen. Education with 
him was not a mere ornament; it 
was something for practical use 
and for the direct benefit of his 
fellows and no one more than he 
would have rejoiced in the great 
educational undertaking along 
practical lines which has developed 
during the past 20 years in the 
form of the Philippine public 
school system. What pride he 
would have taken in the fact that 
more than 600,000 of his young 
countrymen are enrolled in the 
schools of that system, studying 
practical subjects through the sole 
medium of the English language. 


Tue Prizes or Ixpustry. 

Again Rizal was an advocate of 
industry which he both preached 
and practised. His life was un- 
usually brief—barely a third of a 
century—but he did more and left 
more which has commanded the 
permanent attention of the outside 
world than any man of his race 
who ever lived. And he realized 
that the salvation of his people lay 
through the paths of industry. 

You Filipinos in China are 
located in the midst of a people to 
whom toil has become a second 
nature and for whom life is little 
more than a round of labour. This 
condition has come about partly 
by the rigours of the climate but 
more by over-population. In the 
Heaven-favoured Philippines both 
of these causes are lacking and 
there is not the same incentive as 
constantly spurs the Chinese to 
industry. In the Philippines cold 
‘is almost unknown and nature is 
bountiful in food products which 
hardly need cultivation. 

Now this absence of necessity 
must be supplied in some other 
way and one is industrial educa- 
tion. It should be a matter of 
concern to every Filipino that the 
islands fail to produce anywhere 
near the amount of rice needed for 
their food supply. And if this is 
true with a population of perhaps 
8.C00,000 what will be the case when 
that population is doubled? For 
Java to-day with an area less thar 
that of Luzon supports a popula- 
tion of about 30,000,000. 











Tae Cutnese INFLUENCE. 


The need of greater industrial 
activity is one of the great prob- 
lems of the Philippines and there 
are various proposed solutions. I 
have mentioned industrial educa- 
tion. Another, often suggested, is 
immigration. When in Manila 
last summer I attended some of the 
sessions of the Agricultural Con- 
gress and one of its most interest- 
ing features was the address of 
T. N. Kalaw, the young Secretary 
of the Interior, who came out 
courageously in favour of Chinese 
immigration. This indeed is a 
very fitting subject for considera- 
tion on Rizal Day for, as Profes- 
sor Craig has shown in_ his bio- 
graphy of the hero, Rizal’s ancestry 
was predominantly Chinese. We 
who have lived in the Philippines 
know the energetic type which is 
produced by the inter-marriage of 
Chinese and Filipinos. You are 
all aware that Speaker Osmena 
leader of the dominant party, and 
Mr. Singson, leader of the opposi- 
tion are each the son of a Chinese 
father. Would it not be wise to 
make possible the production of 
more Rizals and similar types and 
to ensure the full development of 
the rich Philippine resources by 
the introduction of more of the 
virile, industrious and thrifty 
Chinese ? 


Evorution Nor Revonurion, 

Finally Rizal, though a reform- 
er was a peaceful one. He never 
preached nor countenanced vio- 
lence. Though far from satisfied 
with the government under which 
he lived he sought not its over- 
throw but merely its liberalization. 
Moreover he saw and prophesied 
the possibility of America’s advent 
in the Philippines, nearly a decade 
before it occurred. and who will 
doubt that he would have been one 
of America’s earnest co-workers 
had he been spared for the great 
undertaking which began there in 
1898? And who would have been 
more grieved than he at such un- 
fortunate incidents as the recent 
outbreak of the constabulary which 
resulted in the loss of more than 
a dozen lives? No, Rizal was not 
a_revolutionist except without the 
“R.” He believed in peaceful 
evolution, and he deplored the 
anarchy which follows violence. 


Such are some of the lessons 
from the brief but instructive life 
of José Rizal. If they can be 
taken home and applied the result 
will surely be a better Filipino 
race and a greater Philippines. 





Aworner batch of inflammatory 
pamphlets addressed to the Hiro- 
shima Division and to the Takata 
Division has been discovered, re- 
port the Japanese paners. A note- 
worthy fact is that these seditious 
pamphlets are addressed to the 
soldiers recently back from Siberia 
who are alleged to be tainted with 
a sort of Bolshevism. The Post 
Office seals indicate the pamphlets 
were sent from Nagoya. The Mili- 
tary police are now engaged in an 
endeavour to identify the culprits 
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IMPRESSIONS OF AN 
ABSENTEE 





Shanghai—the Suburbs 


When he has become satiated 
with the City it behoves any 
absentee to cast an eye upon the 
Suburbs. If his feelings have then 
been blunted to. a more casual 
observance he will, perforce, notice 
change less poignantly. He may, 
in fact, be more susceptible to 
unprejudiced reception of improve- 
ment. It is difficult to alienate 
memories, built upon years of 
association with place, from pre- 
sent time conditions, without cer- 
tain pangs of regret, that what 
was, is not. And if the absentee 
concedes betterment here and there 
or anywhere and everywhere the 
concession must be more potent 
because of its unwilling nature. 
Interest prompted by tender regard 
bids wide open vision. 


To take the Western district 
first—the Race Courso in the 
seventies, and some time  after- 


wards, marked the limit. 
of the Settlement. Interesting, ‘n 
that it contrasts so strikinely with 
what must be written to-day on 
the same subject is this on the 
Race Course in “Recollections of 
a Naval Secretary—II China, 
1871-75.” by C. E. Gifford, op., 
R.N., which graces the pages of 
Chamber’s Journal, October. Deal- 
ine with paper hunting the outhor 
writes :— 

‘Tho starting place and winning post 
was the grandstand of the Race Course, 
and tho chase was over eight or ten 
miles, ending with three huge water 
jumps. The field, some 40 in number 
had to follow the paper strictly, and a 
pretty danca the foxes led them. Fifty 
minutes brought ir, the first horse, a 
crowd of some hundreds being gathered 
about the three final water jumps. Such 
fun for the lookers-on—horses and riders 
floundering in together, the penies 
which couldn't take the jumns quietly 
rolling into the water, or climbing like 
rats down one side and up the other. 
‘The last mat. in on one occasion claimed 
that he was the true sportsman; he was 
waving round his head @ pheasant, upon 
which his pony had landed wher. taking 
a jump.” 


Such delightful reading, and 
present day hunts are not dis- 
similar except that their starts 


and finishes are now westward of 
the Race Course some four or five 
miles or even more, The suburhs 
intervene. 


Bravty 1 THE Susurss. 


There is a strong disposition 
towards combining beauty with 
convenience on the part of those 
who have built, and are building 
Shanghai’s suburbs. Everywhere’ 
an Absentee must notice gabled 


roofs, broad verandahs, charmingly |s 


arranged gardens and tree swarm- 
ing thoroughfares. The squat, red- 
bricked, Chinese-tiled, two-storey- 
ed dwelling house is fast disappear- 


ing and here is another change 
which will probably not be dis- 
pleasing to him. herever _pos- 


wible walls and fences have been 
eliminated, as is instanced at the 
Country Club where a portion of 
some very pleasing garden work 


almost, 


ig exposed to public gaze. Little 
plots of turf around trees add 
greatly to the appearance of 
suburban streets,  Odoriferous 
creeks have been culverted and 
are now pleasant side-walks, and 
it is gratifying to notice that the 
improvements made at Bubbling 
Well have not interfered with the 
existence of that ancient place of 
interest although it is now flanked 
on both sides by thoroughfares, 

In the Markham Road district. 
that one time Mecca of lovers of 
the country where such beautiful 
places as “‘Trefancha” existed, 
there is now a great mill. . . . 
several great mills it would be 
better to say, where are produced 
| cotton, flour, and pestered human- 
\ity. Who lives near the road or 
pathway upon which the hordes of 
girls, young women and hags 
laugh, chatter and exclaim as they 
plod along to the buzzing mills 
before daylight and does not 
realize that the uproar is an outlet 
for emotions revived through the 
relief of sleep which must be 
cramped, rendered limp and finally 
stifled through sheer exhaustion 
before the day is out, hears with 
stecl in his ear drums, Commerce 
indecd holds full sway in our 
midst, a 

Shops have followed the move- 
ment westward, and where not 
long ago were residential houses 
only, are now.seattered, in Chinese 
and semi-foreign houscs, all man- 
ner of dealers in provender, and 
with them in most cases hag come 
squalor. 


Artistio Frenca Concession. 


Into the French Concession an 
abscntee may pry with a degree of 
admiration. Wide streets leading 
straight as far as the eye can see. 
flanked by artistic homes and 
shrub-filled gardens, aro there for 
those who admire suburban sym- 
metry of this sort, as are the 
winding side streets for those 
who do not. In fact both here. 
and in the other settlement, must 
any returned absentee ‘observe 
the fulfilment of Iayouts but in the 


making when he departed. There 
is no evidence of _loose-jointed 
government except in a few minor 


instances to which it were perhaps 
impertinent to give publicity. 
Journeying through Broadway 
towards the eastern suburbs an 
absentee discovers little change. 
A row of new shops in the con- 
tractor’s hands here and there, a 
few new buildings at the various 
wharves and a new tobacco plant 
nearing completion convince that 
there is movement here ag_ there 
is in other parts of the city, and 
tucked away under the lee of great 
walls are still a few landmarks 
which take the absentee back to 
days that knew less of hurried, 
g existence than do the days 
ch we live. But that thing 
as “The process of the 





known 
evolution of civilization, if by that 
woe mean the progressive develop- 
ment of art, science, technical dis- 
coveries, and the humanization of 


beings who attend upon this 
development and are its outcome,” 
las Maxim Gorky puts it in. the 
| “Contemporary Review,” is upon 
us, and regrets that a perhaps 











more comfortable past is not with 
us should be dispelled. 

The little Church of our Saviour 
has been down for some time, but 
an absentee must still notice the 
fact. Ho might also recall the 
truth that it once bordered the 
busy Huangpu. On the plot of 
ground opposite the old Sailors’ 
Home where Barnum & Bailey’s 
Cireus used to delight many ‘ hun- 
dreds, is now the usual row of 
Chinese shops, buti this has been so 
for some time now. 


Tae Marca or ree Mirrs. 


To the eastern suburbs—here the 
impression is gained that seekers 
of comfortable homesteads have 
become discouraged at the ranid 
invasion of mills, and while splendid 
efforts have been made to adorn 
commerce with little “Port Sun. 
lights,”’ still there is that grimness 
about the land which is not con- 
ducive to residential contentment. 
A pleasant factor in perhaps an 
otherwise disturbing feature of” 
the vicinity is the expansion, in 


most eye-delightine manner, of 
the Waterworks, Though it be 
winter, sicht of those rinvling 


surfaces of clear water tempts to 
aquatic indulgence. That the dis- 
trict is not neglected is clearly 
evidenced in the splendid outlying 
roads, picturesque little parks and 
other land enhancing activities. 
The present and future resident in 
these parts has only the mill en- 
vironment to offset his pleasure of 
existence, if such does. 

There is still another suburb— 
fram the Ranoe Road northwards. 
Ravid has been the stride of 
erowth in this direction. ‘“Glen- 
dowers Oak.” the country limit of 
the wandering school boy some 
% voars ago, is not. ar is so sur- 
rounded by. what must be called 
abhorrent civilization, that it can- 
not he seen. That lovely placa the 
Honekew Park is now «almost 
encircled hy picturesque _ villas, 
cottages and less handsomo houses, 
ond time will he, no doubt, when 
this district will ioin fences with 





the slowly advancing Yangtszepoo 
territory, 
And so it is....an  absentee’s 


chronicle of a year from now will 
portray changes of equal magni- 
tude. Shanghai’s steady march 
away from the River is inevitable, 
at least. so it would seam.—t 





Lh. 





Owrne to the rainy season, rice 
boats have not been reaching Shang- 
hai as often as they should. There- 
fore, says the Chinese press, ~ the 
price is showing a slight increase. 


AMATEUR PHOTOGRAPHERS 


In the outports can rely on fresh 
supplies of Films, Plates and 
Papers and all Photo Sundries, 
by sending to 


Mactavish & Co., Ld. 


The Hongkew Medical Hall. 











Developing and Printing by 
experienced operators, 
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ALL ABOUT THE 
WEATHER 





And Whether You Like It 


“The rain it raineth every day, 
“Upon the just and unjust feller, 
“But chiefly on the just because 
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Money and Exchange 


Bhanghai, Jan. 7. 
Sovereigns, Bank’s buying rate 
@ 4/1}=Tls, 4.85 @ 71.7=$6.76 


“The unjust has the just's umbrella.””}Gold Dollars, Bank’s buying rate 


And if it doesn’t rain, it snowe. 
Shanghai’s winter has set in. 
Here we are in the Orient which 
most of us had pictured before 
coming as a nice, hot place. For 
some unaccountable reason, the 
Orient sounds hot. Probably _be- 
cause it is inhabited by the yellow 
race, grown yellow, we think, sub- 
consciously, by virtue of the sun’s 
rays. 

It only we knew, our idea might 
be based reasonably on the fact 
that Shanghai is in the same lati- 
tude with Georgia and certainly 
Georgia hae neither ice nor snow. 
The average temperature of the 
whole republic of China is lower 
than that of any other country on 
the same latitude. The isothermal 
line of 70° F. as the average for 
the year which passes south of 
Canton, runs by Cairo and New 
Orleans, eight degrees north of 
it; the line of 60° F. average 
passes from Shanghai to Mar- 
seilles, Raleigh, St. Louis, and 
north of San Francisco; and the 
line of 50° average goes near 
Peking, on to Vienna, Dublia, 
Philadelphia, and Puget Sound. 
Canton is the coldest place on the 
globe in its latitude and the only 
place within the tropics where. snow 
falls near the sea-shore. Up in 
Shantung, the average ig 32° and 
this line runs through N. Tibet, 
and the Black Sea, Norway, New 
York, and Sitka. 

Harbin is extremely cold in win- 
ter ‘and everyone is so bundled 
into furs that hardly anything is 
exposed to the air but the eyes 
and, now and then, a daring nose. 
No one cares to look at themselves 
in the mirror before going out. 
People wear any number of coats, 
tur caps and gloves, besides charm- 
jng, hump-backed, fur-lined, fur- 
trimmed goloshes so that their 
feet look something like this :— 





They have to protect themselves 
because there is no way of being 


conveyed enclosed through the 
frozen streets of Harbin. The 
Russian droshkies are all open as 
the air and nobody tries to keep 
a motor to run over the impossible 
roads of Manchuria. There is no 
other way left to travel, except on 
foot and the ricsha and_ those 
of us who use the latter in Shang- 
hai know that they are not steam- 
heated, S 


@ 753=Tls. 1.32 @ 71.7=$1.84 





Mex. Dollars, market rate 71.475 
Native Interest 18 
Copper Cash 197,000 
Bar Silver 42h 


Bank rate of discount 1% 
Proportion reserve to liabilities 8% 
Paris on London Frs. 60.84 
New York on London G.$3.614 





OPENING AND CLOSING BANK RATES. 





On Loxpox— 4 Tael 
Tel. transfer 4/1} 4/1 
Demand 4/13 4/ik 
Credit 4 m/s. 4/54 4/5 
Credit 6 m/s. 4/68 4/6 
Docy. Bills, 4 m/s. 4/6 4/54 

On New Yorx— 

Tel. transfer 75} 73} 
Docy. Bills, 4 m/s. 83} 81h 

On Paris— 

Demand 1263 1238 
Docy. Bills, 4 m/s. 1360 1335 

On Inpia— 

Demand 275} 272} 

Ox HoncKonc— 

Demand 754 78h 

On Yororama— 

Demand 63 66 

Ow Baravia— 

Demand 233 2304 

Ow Srycapore— 

Demand 86 564 





CUSTOMS EXCHANGE RATES FOR 


JANUARY. 
Hk. Tl. 4.33 @ 4.1} £1 
» 1 @ 12.53 Francs 13.96 
1» 1.22 @ 73} Gold $1 
» 1@ 64} Yen 1,72 
» 1 @ 87h Rupees 3.20 
» 1@ 1.50 Mex. $1.50 


@1. 
Roubles no quotation. 





Sino-Italian Bank Quotations 
Selling Rates, January 7. 





It. Lire 20.75 Tis. 1 
Swiss Fre. 4.50 Tis. 1 
Marks 1 Tis. 1 
It. Lire 13.10 V4 

Quotations, January 6. 

It. Lire 103.50 £1 4 

It. Lire 28 $1 U.S. 

It. Lire 170.25 Fre. 100 
(France). 


Week’s Exchange Notes 
Jan. 8. 
At the close of business on Thurs- 
day the stock of silver in Shanghai 
comprised Tls, 35,874,000 and $27,- 
900,000 including Tis. 884,000 in 
silver bars. These figures include 
Tis. 6,140,000 and $12,040,000 in 
Chinese banks, in which there were 
no bars. _ 
Bar Silver.—Arrivals were :— 
1,092 bars from America. 
Shipments :— 
60 bars to Hongkong. 
Sycee.—There were no movements 
in sycee during the week, 
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Dollars.—Arrivals were:— 
$220,000 from Hankow 
150,000 ,, River Ports, 





$370,000 





Shipments were :— 
$150,000 to Amoy. 


Sipver. 

The London market has remained 
firm, notwithstanding the improve- 
ment in London/New York cross 
rate, the price of silver in America 
advancing with the appreciation in 
the value of the pound sterling, 
Thursday evening’s London tele- 
gram gives the price there as 42}d. 
ready and forward, as against 
41j@. ready and 41fd. forward on 
December 30. The market is re- 
ported to be dull and uncertain. 
The New York silver quotation on 
6th instant was 69} cents, business 
done for delivery at San Francisco, 
The latest London/New York cross 
rate was 361}, after being 366}. 


EXcuHange. 


There has been very little busi- 
ness offering since the New Year 
holidays. Exports remain quite 
inactive, and there has been only 
a trifling demand for T.T.  re- 
mittances. The market has been 
steady at 4/14d. up fill noon on 
Friday, but has since weakened 
very considerably, and at the close 
of business the same afternoon the 
best rate obtainable was T.T. 
afd, the quoted rate being T.T. 
4/id. 


Duties on Mexican Silver 
Douglas, Arizona, Dee. 31. 
It is officially reported from 
Mexico that no export duties on 
silver sent to the United States 
will be required while the price on 
the New York Stock Exchange 
remains at 60 cents, but, when it 
rises above that figure, a sliding 
scale of export duties is to become 
effective.—Reuter. 


INFLUENCES AT WORK 
ON SILVER 


China’s Attitude 


Messrs. Samuel Montagu & Co.’s 
silver report for November 18 
states : 

The market has been inert since 
we last addressed you. The China 
exchanges—corresponding with the 
lack of any activity in export busi- 
ness from that country—have been 
retrograde, and silver therefore 
has not been in much request on 
Far Eastern account. The Indian 
bazaars have been inclined to make 
bear sales. Supplies from the Con- 
tinent have not been large: had 
they been at all free, the move- 
ment of prices downward would 
have been much more pronounced. 
We cannot regard the market as 
healthy, especially as there has 
been some selling here on China ac- 
count ; for, as we have indicated in 
a recent letter, the present and 
the near future of the silver mar- 
ket depend more than anything elss 
upon the attitude of China. The 
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difference between the quotations! the rate of about 160,000 pesos a 


for domestic and foreign mined 
silver in the U. S. A. is not with- 
out significance. * 


Falling world commodity prices 
and rumours of financial difficulties 
in the very countries which have 
largely profited by the war, do not 
silver 

the 


encourage confidence in 
which is also a commodity, 
value of which was unduly ea- 
hanced by the late world crisis. 
Under date of October 21 last, 


the Bombay market was reported 
to be “practically bare of English 
silver as all such silver has lately 


been to London and 
Japan. 


Rs, 116 and the forward price Rs. 


exported 


111, that is to say, both quota- 
tions showed a premium on the 
melting value of a full weight 


rupee, Rs. 108 7/8 per 100 tolas. 


Melted coin or jewellery probably 


compose the supplies of the Indian 
market failing imported fine silver, 
which usually formed the basis cf 
the Bazaar quotations. 


Chile has accepted a tender for 


the minting in Paris of nickel 5, 10, 
and 20 centavos coins. We are in- 
formed that this new money has 
been rendered necessary by the 
melting down of old coin contain- 
ing silver. This replacement of 


silver by nickel in an American 
silver producing country is well 
worth notice. 


Mexican papers state that the 
Mint was taking advantage of the 
reduced value of silver to coin at 


EXCHANGE FLUCTUATIONS IN 1920 


Mr. H. F. Bell kindly con- 
tributes the following records of 
silver and exchange rates in the 
past year :— 

The year 1920 is again a record 
with regard to violent fluctuations 
in exchange, the difference between 
the Highest and Lowest T.T. 
(official rates) being as much as 
&/4—the highest point touched 
being silver 89} T.T. 9/3—highest 
silver at February {2 and T.T. 
february 9, 10 and 11, and the 
Towest point silver 38% (December 


¢ 


The ready price was then 


day (which works out at about 24,- 
000,000 ounces per annum). The 
proportion, therefore, thus utilized, 
would appear then to have been 
about one-third of the production. 
A main object of this large mintage 
was to satisfy the miners who in- 
sist on payment in silver pesos and 
recognize no other form of cur- 
rency. The miners obviously have 
in this respect the power to secure 
compliance with their wishes. 

The “Times of India” under 
date of October 30, states as 
Follows:—“During the month of 
September, 1920, 29,961 __ whole 
rupees were coined at the Bombay 
Mint. The total coinage of 
rimees from Avril to September, 
1920, amounted to Rs. 30, 
026.” As coinage has ceased since 
the end of September, this repre- 
sents the total since the beginning 
of the financial year. 








Py 











Reported Bank Failure in 


Mexico 


New York, Jan. 4. 

| It is reported from Mexico City 
‘ that the Paris and Mexico Bank- 
; ing Corporation, with a capital of 






on cotton and sugar, in the centres 
of which industries prices are 
falling. The bank hopes to reopen 
in a month’s time, and liquidate 
i the claims upon it.—Reuter. 


| ment in tags of heavy loans 





11) TT. 3/11 (December 22.) 

After China New Year the down 
grade began, as the monthly details 
given below will show. August and 





September showed some recovery 
but it was not destined’ to last. 
Average monthly rate:— 

January 7/114 July 5/23 
February 8/83 August .. 5/105 
March T/T September 5/13 
April 6/74 October 5/4, 
May 5/11, November 5/4 
June 5/-& December 4/14 
| Average rate for 1920 6/lie 





SUMMARY OF EXCHANGE—HIGHEST AND LOWEST, WITH AVERAGE 
‘7.7, MONTHLY RATES. 








1920. 
j s 
Hionest Lowest 3 
. | ga 
E> 
3 Bar 4 m/s Bar |] Z| |5s 
$ 42 
& Date |sitver| TT lcredits! Date | giver, T-T- Eg 3 






































ey 
385 





sl 
11-22; 











Average rate 





for year 6/17yz * 


, 14,000,000 pesos has suspended pay-| fj 


Debenture Redemption 


Notice has been given to the 
holders of 6 per ceut. Uebentures 
of the Shanghai Land Investment 
Co., Ld., of the issue of Tls. 250,000, 
made by the company on July 1, 
; 1901, that such debentures will be 
| redeemed on July 1, 192i, that no 
interest will be paid after that 
| date, and that the amount of each 
debenture will-be paid to the reg- 
istered holder thereof, by the 
Hongkong & Shanghai Banking 
' Corporation at Shanghai at par, 
j and at Hongkong, Yokohama and 
London, at the Banks’ buying rate 
for sight drafts on Shanghai, on 
delivery up of the Debentures pro- 
perly endorsed. : 





Shanghai Market Report 


Jan. 8, 
Piece Goons. 

On the surfaco at any rate the 
tone of the picce goods market con- 
tinues more cheerful than it was a 
few weeks back. Activity at tho 
auctions has been more pronount~ 
ed, and it has to be noted that at 
the Yuenfong auction the quan- 
tities were up 60 per cent. compared 
with last week. This included no 

er than 390 cases of White 
ngs, and large though the 
quantities were in comparison with 
recent auctions, they were disposed 
of without apparent difficulty, 
prices in only one edepartment— 
Black Italians—being lower than 
at the previous auction. It is 
anticipated that until the market. 
closes for the Chinese New Year 
settlement similar quantities will 
bo maintained. 

With this welcome revival in tho 
auction business it is possible to 
mention a feeling of optimism for 
the spring trade in scime quarters, 
but in view of recent events and 
the general state of the market all 
such views myst be accepted with 
reservo. We undoubtedly havo a 
long way to go before we are out 
of the present mess, and this activ- 
ity, it must be noted, does not 
necessarily mean a continuéd, re- 
vival, nor one of any extent. Part 
of it is due to the fact, that dealers 
undoubtedly have orders, and the 
presence of Szechuan in the inarket 
once more is a hopeful feature. 
But beyond this it must be borne 
in mind that a certain proportion 
of present purchases are purely 
speculative, and it is impossible 
yet to say whether the basis on 
which they are being made is a 
sound one. Further, some of the 
cheerfulness seems to be due very 
largely to a belief held by a num- 
ber of the dealers that we aro 
likely to see higher exchange in 
the immediate future. This is 
scarcely the best foundation for 
optimism, and we mention it as in- 
dicating the difficulty of making 
anything like a fair estimate of 
the situation. 

Nevertheless, the change from the 
pessimism of a few weeks ago is 
to be welcomed, and it is satisfac- 
tory to note that for the season of 
the year clearances are g! many 
re-sales-by Chinese having taken 
place. A telegram received within 
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the past few days from Manchester 
mentions that prices today are 60 
per cent. below the highest point 
reached, and this seems to have 
added ‘to the rising confidence of 
the Chinese with capital. 

The auctions this week were the 
first for which payment is 
after Chinese New Year. 


Corton, 


A good deal of cotton has been 
purchased by the local mills dur- 
ing the week, and the tendency has 
been for prices to improve. This 
is largely in sympathy with the 
advance in American cotton. Yes- 
terday’s closing quotations were :— 


Tungchow Tis. 24.50 
Shanghai » 22.50 
Nanzu oy 23 
Taichong 23.50 
Shensi I 2» 2 
Shensi IT 21-22 


» 

In yarn there was a distinctly 
strong feeling during the holidays, 
but since the re-opening the tend- 
ency has been weaker. To a large 
extent this is accounted for by the 
decline in Sampin, which has led 
to a small drop here. Compara- 
tively little business has been done 
on the local exchanges, while sales 
reported amount to 2,000 bales. 

* Sin. 

The present would normally be 
@ quiet time in the silk trade, but 
the trend of recent events has made 
it more so, and the market is more 
or less featureless. London has not 
been heard of as a buyer for some 
time, but this week Lyons has come 
‘into the market for a few bales of 
tussahs. The quantity, however, 
is practically negligible. Japan 
has bought a few bales of tussah 
filatures for its own consumption, 
while America has likewise taken 


a small amount of tussah, The 
total quantity, however, is in- 
significant. 


As Chinese New Year approaches 
prices are if anything a little 
weak, but there is no agitation in 

..the local market. Some of the 
small filatures will have their cus- 
tomary difficulty in carrying over 
the New Year settlement, but the 
larger concerns will be able to 
finance themselves without much 
trouble. At the beginning of the 
year they were selling their pro- 
duce at high prices, so are able to 
face the present period of low 
quotations with equanimity. 








made j 





Szen 

The Home market for sesamum 
seed continues to be weak. No 
business has been reported either in 
China or Europe. 

Hives. 

The local market for hides is a 
little firmer, but the Home market 
does not follow. No business has 
been done. 





Japan Cotton Trading Co. 

The statement of accounts of the 
Nippon Menkwa Kabushiki Kaisha 
(Japan Cotton Trading Co.) for 


the half year ending September 20! 


last shows that the net profit for 
the period under review was 
Y.3,165,458.68. To this has to be 
added the surplus brought forward 
from the 


previous half year, 
Y¥.6,725,697.68, making a total of 
‘Y.9,891,156.36. 


This sum has been dealt with as 
follows:—To _ directors’ _ bonus, 
‘Y.250,000; to dividend of 22 per 
cent. per annum (Y.5.50 per old 
share and Y.1.375 per new share), 
Y.2,200,000; to special dividend of 
10 per cent. per annum (Y.2.50 
per old share and Y.0.6%5 per new 
share), Y.1,000,000; to surplus 
carried forward to next half-yearly 
account, Y.6,441,156.30. 





Chance for Chinese Goods 


Peking, Jan. 2: 
The Chinese Chargé d’Affaires in 
London reports that an  ex- 


hibition of products and manu- 
factures will be held in London 
next May, and asks that China 
should be represented.—Reuter. 


French Trade With U. S. 


Paris, Jan. 3. 

French imports to the United 
States during the first 11 months 
of 1920 aggregated $154,000,000 
compared with $107,000,000 for the 
same period in 1919. 

United States exports to France 
during the same period decreased 
from $810,000.000 in 1919 to $638,- 
000,000 in 1920.—French Wireless 
through Reuter. 








Lever’s Big Extension in 
8 . 
America 
New York, Jan. 5. 


The American branch of Messrs. 
Lever Brothers has increased its 


capital from $12,000,000 to $150,- 
000,000, and acquired the control 
of the American Linseed Company. 
A new corporation will be organ- 
ized, with a capital of $183,000,000. 
—Reuter. 


Proposed Rubber Output 
Restriction 


London, Dee. 30. 

“The Times” city correspondent 
notes that owing to continued 
weakness in the rubber market 
some of the plantation companies 
are urging the Rubber Growers’ 
Association to adopt measures 
curtailing the output of rubber by 
more than the present 25 per cent, 
Indeed, some propose that the 
Association bring about a complete 
cessation of tapping. 

It is unlikely, however, that the 
Association will act precipitately. 
Some experts consider that it would 
be impossible to enforce a complete 
stoppage of production, and that 
probably the industry will  sur- 
mount the present ordeal by a com- 
promise between restriction and 
the voluntary curtailment of pro- 
duction.—Reuter. 





A MANCHURIAN TRADING 
COMPANY 


Criticism by “The Times” 


London, Jan. 5. 

The “Times” cirticizes the pro- 
spectus, now issued, of the Amal- 
gamated Trading & Industrial 
Corporation, a forecast of which 
was recently cabled. The pro- 
spectus announces that the Cor- 
poration will acquire the whole of 
the issued share capital, viz., 
£40,000, of the British Manchurian 
Corporation, Ld., for 40,000 £5 
bonds of the new concern. 

The “Times” says the prospectus 
fails to provide any definite stater 
ment of the assets of the Manchu- 
rian Corporation, and, in regard 
to the profit of this concern, it 
reuiarks that this is subject to tha 
realization of shipments now 
en route to Europe. 

The ‘‘Times” emphasizes that the 
undertaking is essentially specula- 
tive, and that it is “a violent 
jump from a little trading concern 
with a capital of £40,000 to a cor- 
poration with a capital of £12,000,- 
000, and, in view of the present 
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glutted state of the Eastern mar- 
kets, the risks of present trading 
in China are more than usually 
‘hazardous.”—Reuter. 


Oil Rights in Newfoundland 


St. John’s, Newfoundland, Jan. 2. 
The Government announces the 
completion of an agreement with 
the Anglo-Persian Oil Company, 
whereby the latter undertakes to 
prospect all ungranted Crown 
Lands in the Colony during the 
next five years. The Government. 
undertakes not to grant rights 
over mineral areas to any other 
parties during that period.— 
Reuter. 








China’s Astonishing Vitality 
London, Jan. 6. 

The “Times” gives prominence 
to a telegram from its Peking cor- 
respondent, emphasizing the aston- 
ishing vitality of China’s foreign 
trade, despite famine, civil war and 
other adverse circumstances, and 
pointing the moral of this for the 
captains of industry in Great 
Britain. 

The correspondent says the scope 
for foreign enterprise in China is 
illimitable, and the field more open 
than ever it was previously. Pre- 
liminary cultivation is needed, 
with a view to development in the 





future, when political conditions 
become more settled, and trans- 
portation is improved. He believes! 
that all commercial firms who} 


establish themselves. in China now 
will reap a rich reward.—Reiter. 





Rubber Prices 

Messrs. J. A. Wattie & Co. on 
Friday received the following! 
telegram from Messrs. Barker &! 
Co., London, dated January 5:— 

Average spot price standard 
‘quality ribbed smoked sheet 1/l 

Average spot price standard 
quality first crépe 1 

Market firm. 

Messrs. R. N. Truman & Co. have 
received the following telegram 
from their agents in connexion with 
the auctions at Singapore on Jan- 
uary 5: 

Average price realized 
1 smoked sheet $0.34 per Ib. 
equivalent to 0s. 93d. ex warehouse 


w 











Singapore. 
No. 1 crépe $0.35 per Ib. 
equivalent Os. 93d. ex warehouse 
Singapore. 


Market firm. Offered 513 tons; 
sold 418 tons. 





Chinese Business Men in 
Seattle 


The foreign letter of the Seattle} 
Chamber of Commerce reports that! 
a combination of 40 prominent 
Chinese business men recently met 
there with the intention of organiz-) 
ing a company to trade with the 
East. The proposal is to carry on; 
both import and export business, 
and it is stated that for the pur- 
poses of.the company money is 
plentiful. The hope is also enter- 
tained that in the course of time 
they may be able to add a trans- 
Pacifie steamship company to their 
activities, 





‘SHE NCRTH-CHINA HERALD. 


103 





LAW REPORTS 





H. M. SUPREME COURT 


Shanghai, Jan. 6. 
Before His Honour Judge 
Sxinnern Turner. 


Hsin Chong Hong v. Ch, Goldrei 
Foucard and Son. 
Plaintiff’s claim is for £2,800, be 
ing the purchase price payable by 
defendants to plaintiffs under a 

contract in writing. 

Mr. S. H. McKean appeared for 
plaintiffs and Mr. Lipson Ward for 
defendants, 

His Lordship made the 
order for pleadings, 


Chen Yue Egg Co. v. A, S. 
Rakusen, 


This is a claim for $19,698, the 
purchase price of goods sold and 
delivered by plaintiffs to defend- 
ant, together with interest at the 
Chinese bank rate, viz., 16 per cent. 
per annum from December 1, 1920, 
until date of payment. 

Mr. 8, H. McKean appeared for 
plaintiffs and Mr. H. D. Rodger, 
by permission of the Court, for 
defendant. 

Mr. Rodger submitted a motion 
asking that the proceedings be 
stayed pending the decision of 
certain matters in the Mixed 
Court connected with the case. 

After some formal discussion, 
his Lordship ruled that the motion 
must stand over for the present. 
There would be an order for plead- 
ings and (on Mr. McKean’s ap- 
plication) the writ could be form- 
ally amended by striking out the 
particulars now endorsed upon it. 


usual 


U. S. COURT FOR CHINA 


Shanghai, Dec. 30. 


Before His Honour Judge C. S. 
Losincier. 
Ring Mew-zu y. The Wilkins 
: Bros. & Co., Inc. 

This is an action in which plain- 
tiff sought to recover the sum of 
Tis. 268,C60, paid as earnest money 
on a contract for the purchase of 
certain cotton spinning machinery. 

Mr. R. T. Bryan, Jr., of Messrs. 
Fleming, Davies and Bryan, ap- 
peared for the plaintiff and Mr. R. 
S. Haskell, of Messrs. Rodger and 
Haskell and Mr. Sterling Fi 
enden were for the defence. 

In his judgement, Judge Lobin- 
gier said:— 

This is an action to recover back 
the sum of Tls. 268,000 paid as 
earnest money on a contract for the 
purchase of certain cotton spin- 
ning machinery, and for damage 
The petition alleges that “plain- 
tiff has been ready and willing at 
all times to perform” but that de- 
fendarit “has admitted * * its in- 
ability.” The answer is, in the 
main, a general denial but two set 
offs are pleaded. 

The contract was executed Dec- 
‘ember 6, 1919, and provides for 
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“shipment and delivery in Shang- 
hai from five to seven months’— 
presumably from the date when the 
contract went into effect. But the 
petition alleges and the answer 
admits, the execution of a “‘supple- 
mental agreement” on December 26. 
Whether or not the latter extended 
the time of performance it is clear 
that defendant had, at least, until 
the close of July 6, 1920, to deliver. 
But the petition was filed on July 
2 anu the action was, consequently 
brought prematurely. For plain- 
tiff could not rescind (and hence 
would not be entitled to the earn- 
est money) until defendant was in 
defau!t. 

There are two situations which 
will excuse premature suing, viz. 
(1) when defendant declares his 
intention not to perform and (2) 
when he has put it out of his 
power to do so. We have scen that. 
plaintiff alleges defendant’s ad- 
mission of inability to perform. 
That allegation is expressly denied 
and we find no. evidence that he 
admitted inability to deliver in 
July. Nor is there an averment 
that defendant ‘put it out of its 
power” to perform. Indeed we 
find no express allegation that. it 
has failed to perform. But it is 
contended in plaintiff's brief that 
“defendant has never been able to 
perform.” The evidence discloses 
that about the time the contract 
was formed defendant secured an 
option for ten days on machinery 
answering to that called for. This 
was later extended for 60 days 
again for an indefinite period aud 
was not withdrawn until May 5. 
The grantor testified that the 
machinery was still available at 
the time of the trial in the midst 
of which defendant’s counsel made 
the following announcement which 
elicited no response from plaintiff : 

“The defendant company, Wilkins 
Bros. & Company, Inc., are ‘ready and 
willing at this time, and hereby’ offer 
the defendant the machinery called for 
under the contract upon their placing 
a substantial security in cash with the 
Asia Banking Corporation, Shanghai. 
Tho machinery is now available and 
always has been.” 





Derenpant Wituine to Deviver. 

In seeking an extension of the 
option defendant stated as a reason 
“that our buyers have been promis- 
ing to open the credit every ‘day” 
and elsewhere in the correspon- 
dence it is apparent that defendant 
relied for payment on the credit 
which, by defendant’s permission 
plaintiff was to open. Without 
further adverting to that point 
now, if plaintiff did open such a 
credit, so that defendant. could use 
it, the failure to do so scems un- 
accountable in view of defendant’s 
natural desire to complete the sale 
and reap the profit. Not only doee 
the evidence fail to show that de- 
fendant was unwilling, or volun- 
tarily “put it out of its power,” 
to perform but the fact seems to 
be that defendant had every reason 
to desire performance and that a 
priori, at least, default would not 
be caused it. 

Plaintiff's counsel complain that 
the option secured by defendant 
was unsupported by a considera~ 
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tion. That point might have been 
raised by the grantor if sued to 
enforce the option; but so long as 
he was ready, as he testified he was, 
to carry it out, we are unable to 
08 how the point can avai! plain- 
tiff. 

It is also claimed that the option 
called for “mule” spindles while 
plaintiff desired “ring” spindles. 
But the very first confirmation of 
it specifics “ring” spindles and 
this was the one accepted by plain- 
tiff. It is true that a subsequent 
letter accepts an “offer” of “mule” 
spindles; but it contains nothing 
necessarily identifying it with the 
option which had already been 
accepted. Besides, the contract 
did not call for “ring” or any 
other particular kind of spindles. 


Premature Action. 


Defendant had, at least, all of 
July 6 to deliver the spindles call- 
ed for by the contract and plain- 
tiff could not, on July 2, assume 
that defendant would be unable to 
perfor by July 6 even if it were 
subsequently proved, (which we do 
not think it was), that it could not. 
Indeed its open court offer seems 
never to have been withdrawn and 
it is to be hoped. that plaintiff will 
yet avail himself thereof. 


Since the prematurity of the 
action appears on the face of the 
petition defendant might have de- 
murred on that ground. But such 
a defect is not waived by failure 
to demur; it “is available at any 
stage of the proceeding” and may 
be raised by the court sua sponte 
even on appeal. It would surely 
be no kindness to plaintiff to ren- 
der a judgement here, even if the 
evidence otherwise justified it, 
which the Court of Appeals would 
be obliged to reverse if the point 
were brought to its attention. 

The set-offs pleaded by defendant 
are not, under a well settled rule 
in this juriediction, available 
against plaintiff, who is a Japan- 
ese subject, excent to the extent of 
his recoverv and as there can be 
none euch here they need receive 
no further attention. 

Tt is accordinely considered and 
adindoed that nlaintif teke noth- 
ine by his netition and defondant 
nothing by ite answer and that 
there be po allowance of costs to 
either party. 





Shonchat, Jan. 3. 
Poo Shong Hung et al. v. 


Consol.dated Steel Corporation. 


In this action for recovery of 
rent Judge Lobingicr has now fil- 
ed his decision. Alr. R. T. Bryan 
appeared for the plaintiffs and 
Mr. S. Fessenden for the defend- 
ants, 

liis Honour’s judgement was as 
follows 

On May 5, 1920, the parties to 
this canse exchanged letters pro 
vidino fer tho lease frea plaintiffs 
to defendent of three large front 
raame an the seeond flocr of No. 
Vawe Reed (Shanchai) for 
donf twa wears st a rental 
of ™s 600, including taxes, per 
wenth, 


The correspondence contemplat- 
















| 


od a more formal instrument oc’ 
tease, and on May 14 plaintiff 
-nclosed such an instrument in + 
stter addressed to defendant’ 
agent. Meanwhile, however, th 
uiter had written plaintiffs stat 
~ thet he was 
“advised that it is very improbable 
chat the reople from whom you have 
leased will bo able to carry out their 
>ereement and under the cirenmstances 
T must ask to be relieved from my 
cramice to take the snace.’? 

Whether this letter was brought 
to plaintiffs’ attention dees not an- 
roar but it is net claimed that 
they ever agreed to a rescission of 
the contrast, and it is undisnyte? 
that, defondant’s agent  reanested 
of one plaintiff a modification of 
tha terms hv the exclusion of one 
of the three rooms hut was refns- 
<A, Nevertheless the avert alter- 
ed accordingly the jnstrnment 
hich had heen exeented hy plain- 
tiffs and sent for sienatnre 
roturned it so altered to nlaintiffe 
oho refased ta accent the meaifon 
tion and again sent it to defend- 
ant’s agent. The latter bad 
meanwhile entered into nossession 
on May 27, and advertised one of 
the three rooms for rent in def2nd- 
ant’s name. 

The answer fails to deny plain- 
tiff's averment that they 
“havo made fepeated demands upon 
the defendant for the payrient of the 


pra 





rent at Tls. 609 per month for the 
months of June, July, August and 
September, making a total of Tls. 2.400 





hint the nid Aefondont has failed. refus. 
nA and nemlorted to pay the same.” 
Defendant, however, alleges that 
“plaintiff had no right, title, or intorest 
in the three rooms in the second flat of 
the building situated at No, 22 Kiukiang 
Road, and no right, power or authority 
to enter into the agreement alleged.” 
To this plaintiff's counsel in- 
vokes the familiar principle that a 
lessee is estopped to question the 
lessor’s title, from which defend- 
ant claims exemption on the 
ground that he entered into possess 
ion independently of the lease or 
of plaintiffs and that he is not 
precluded “from denying that the 
relation of landlord and tenant 
ever existed between” the parties. 
But that relationship seems clear- 
ly to be recognized in the original 
correspondence of May 5, in defend- 
ant’s letter of May 12 asking “to 
be relieved from my promise’’ and 
in that of May 28 announcing 
alterstions in the instrument. sub- 
mitted for simnature and signed 
by defendant’s agent wherein said 
relation is expressly recited. In- 
deed we are unable to find that 
such relationship was ever aues- 
tioned in writing until the filing 
on November 30 of defendant’s 
answer which also secms to contain 
the first express question of plain- 
tiffs’ title. Moreover defendant's 
agent admits that he took possess- 
ion on May 97 and in writing as 
he did to plaintiffs on the follow- 
ing day enclosing an_ instrument 
of lease in which plaintiffs are 
expressly named as lessors .we 
think he shows that he was in pos- 
session by virtue of that relation- 
ship. 7 
His Honour then proceeds in his 


judgement to deal with defend- | first charge being out of town, 





ant’s allegation fhat by an agree- 
ment of May 28 plaintiff agreed 
to the letting of two rooms with- 
out liability for the third. In 
respect thereto his Honour says 
that he is unable to find that de- 
fendant has brought himself within 
any of the exceptions to the doc- 
trine of estoppel, and aside from 
the fact that defendant admitted 
having occupied the premises for 
seven months without molestation 
from anyone claiming adversely to 
plaintiff and without paying rent 
to another. it is needless to in- 
quire by what title plaintiffs hold. 

His Honour then savs:—Tho 
capacity of one of the nlaintiffs to 
suo was fully considered in ruling 
on the demurrer. It now annesrs 
that while he was renatristed ho 
has returned with at least the tacit 
permission of the Chinese Govern- 
ment as evidenced by his registra- 
tion at the Foreign Affairs Office 
of Kianesu Province as well as at 
the Dutch Consulate, and also by 
the former’s vixé of his passport. 
Tho presumption of permission re- 
comnized in the previous order 
seni this to be strenethened and 
tha rieht to sue established by the 
authorities there cited. 

The petition was filed on 
Sentemher 3 and claimed rentals 
for the four months ending with 
Sentember and “such other and 
further relief as to the Court may 
seem mect.”” Tt is admitted that 
defendant is still in nossession, 
and is conceauently liahlo for the 
three additional months which 
have elansed since the netition wag 
filed Tinder a statute available 
in this inrisdiction, damages for 
withholding property may bo 
awarded “to the time of giving 
verdict” and such a_ statute has 
heen held to authorize the allow- 
anes of rentals due at the timo 
though not claimed in the nlend- 
ines. This. in fact, is in accordance 
with the Federal doctrine regard- 
ing contracts in general, stated by 
the Supreme Court as follows: 
“The recent tendency of judicial _deci- 
sions in this country, in actions of" con- 
tract, as well as in actions of tort. has 
beon towards allowing entire damages 
to be recovered. once for all, in a single 

embar- 
repeated 





action, and thus avoiding the 
rassment and annoyance of 
litigation.” 

Tt is accordingly considered and 
adjudged that plaintiffs have and 
recover from defendant the sumi of 
Tis. 4,200, together with their 
costa. 





Shanghai, Dec. 31. 


Before Mr. I. J. Scuunt, 
Commissioner. 


U. S. v. Henry Meighan. \ 
Accused, in this case, was brought 
before the Court on three charges, 
viz., (1) for stealing a gold brooch, 
valued $8 and a diamond ring 
valued $200 from one Rose Smlang; 
(2) for obtaining a Corona type- 
writer from the Office Appliance 
%o. under false pretences; and (3) 
for obtaining a trunk under false 
nretences from Messrs. Whiteaway, 
Laidlaw & Co. 
Owing to the complainant in ithe 
is 





ES 
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charge was remanded for two 
weeks. 

In connexion with the second 
charge, Bernard Phiefer, a clerk 
in the Office Appliance Co., said 
that accused came into the store 
and asked to sce a Corona type- 
writer. He was told the price was 
$110 and said that he would accept. 
He then signed a chit, showing his 
name and address, and told wit- 
ness that he was engaged at the 
Electricity Department. Witness 
then went upstairs to ask about the 
credit, and when half-way up he 
saw accused walking out of the 
door with the typewriter. Cross- 
examined by Mr. L. W. Hardigan, 
who was appointed by the Court to 
defend accused, witness said he did 
not ask accused to wait until he 
received the approval of the 
managers, nor had he intimated 
that the chit was not acceptable. 
He admitted that he failed to call 


out when he saw accused leaving | hj 


the store. 

N. Nelson, proprietor of a bar 
in the “Trenches,” said accused sold 
the typewriter to him for $50 but 
that it was turned over to detectives 
when witness learned that accused 
and the typewriter were wanted by 
the Police. 

Identical evidence were given by 
Donald Bowen in the third charge 
A woman named Mary Kapler, 
proprietress of a café in the 
“Trenches,” said she bought the 
trunk from accused for $35 and » 






cancellation of $55 worth of chits |ed 


which accused had with her. 

Det.-Insp. Reeves said that he 
arrested accused at the Fredericks 
Hotel, and when searched by the 
Chinese police, accused had in his 
right boot a phial of morphine. 

After hearing the evidence _ the 
Commissioner said that both 
charges were due to a craving for 
morphia, which evidently had only 
recently begun. It would. therefore, 
be folly to turn accu: loose at 
this time so the decision would be 
held in abeyance. Bail was fixed 
at $1,000. 











A NEW YEAR’S SPREE 





American Sailors in Trouble 


Edmund Kelly and E. 8. Bopp, 
two American sailors, were charged 
at the U. S. Court, on Tuesday, 
with being drunk and disorderly at 
the Carlton Cafe on the night of 
Carlton Café on the night of 


December 31. Bopp was further 
charged with striking a police 
sergeant. 


Mr. L. Ladow, proprietor of the 
Carlton Café, testified that at H.45 
p.m, the accused came into the 
bar and began to fight and create 
a disturbance in general. They said 
they would “lick their way 
through cats.” The police were 
called by witness, who was called a 
number of insulting names by the 
two accused. When the police 
arrived they refused to leave the 
premises. One of them drew from 
his pocket a knuckle-duster, which 
witness mistook for a revolver. He 
doubted. if either of them were 


drunk, but Bopp behaved himself 
in a worse manner than Kelly. 
Evidence of the arrest was given. 
It was stated by the sergeant on 
duty that the accused attempted to 
attack him in the charge room. 
Kelly said that he and Bopp 
went to the Carlton Café to attend 
the dance but upon going upstairs 
to the ball-room were told that men 
in uniform were denied admittance. 
They then went downstairs and 
had a few drinks after which they 


were about to leave. A young 
civilian ‘told them to join him, 
which they did and had a couple 
more drinks. They were not in- 
toxicated. An argumént arose 
when it was decided to have a 
“friendly fight.” 

Mr. Schuhl: That is a new 
pastime. 

Continuing, Kelly said he was 


hit on the back of the head a few 
times by the police who had by 
this time come up and arrested 
im. 


Bopp gave corroborative evi- 
dence. He did not strike the 
Police sergeant. 

‘An officer from the ship asked 


that they be handed over to the 
Naval authorities, who would deal 
with them. They would be charg- 
ed, he said, with behaving them- 
selves in a disorderly manner while 
ashore. 

In handing them over, Mr. 
Schuhl fined Kelly G.$15 and Bopp 
G.g25, both with costs. The brass 
knuckle-duster would be confiscat- 


IMPORTANT DECISION IN 
MIXED COURT 


Question of Jurisdiction 


At the Mixed Court on Wednes- 
day morning Mr. Kuan (Magistrate) 
aud Mr. ‘fenney (American AS- 
sessor) rendered a decision which 
will doubtless have an important 
bearing on procedure in civil cases 
that may come up for trial at the 
Mixed Court in the future. 

The case was one in| which a 
Chinese shopkeeper of Chapei sued 
four of his employees for alleged 
debt, and a fifth party for security 
he was alleged to have given for 
the first four defendants. Mr. F. 
J. Schuhl represented the plaintiff, 
and on behalf of the guarantor Mr. 
J. E. Lemiere made a_ motion, 
claiming that his client lived in 
Chapei, where he was employed in 
the plaintiff's shop and that, there- 
fore, the Court had no jurisdiction 
over him in the present case. 

Mr. Lemiere’s client gave 
evidence to this effect and said 
that he was sent by his employer 
on an errand to a house within the 
Settlement, where he was served 
‘with a summons to appear before 
the Mixed Court. , 

The Court decided that it had 
jurisdiction in the case, as it was 
of a civil nature and the summons 
was served within the Settlement. 

Mr. Lemiere asked the permission 
of the Court to cite the decision 
as a precedent, on account of its 
great importance, and his request 
was granted. 








Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited with 


MIXED COURT NOTES 


Three Cases of Fraud 


Tseu Ah-loong appeared before 
the Mixed Court on Wednesday on 
a charge of misgppropriating two 
sums of $28.00 and $15.00, while in 
the service of Mr. Vaughan Read. 

Tseu was entrusted with the 

monies when told to pay two ac- 
counts with Chinese tradesmen. 
_ Mr. Read said that the man was 
in the habit of presenting hit 
with his accounts on the 20th of 
each month. Last month the bills 
camo forward as usual, but it was 
discovered that the coal and laun- 
dry bills were not included. 


He was further charged with 
altering a bill from $22.00 to 
$25.00. 

The boy was detected in tha 
crime through making an admis- 
sion to a lift attendant. 

_ When sentenced to three months 
imprisonment, the prisoner com- 
plained that he had not received 
his wages. Mr. Read denied this, 
saying that he had always been 


paid regularly on the fifth of each 
month. 





Sz Kyung-foo, unemployed, made 
a determined attempt fraudulent 
ly to obtain $500 and Tis. 56, from 
the Top Hoo Bank, Honen’ Road, 
on Tuesday. 

Det.-Sgt. Ashly said a lotter way 
sent to Mr. Fien Ts-hyang, asking 
him to return his passbook, which 
he accordingly did, and the sum of 
3200 was withdrawn from the ao 
count. 


The letter, produced in Court, 
had been cleverly forged. On 
Tuesday the man went to the bank, 
and tried to get $100 and Tis. 56. 

lo suspected of forgery and 
detain Another man, ‘whose 
name is known, is not yet in eu 
tody. 

Mr. Fien stated that on Monday 
$200 was taken out with the pass- 
book, and on tho prisoner making 
a second attempt, the following 





day, to obtain $300 more, he was 
arrested. 

A remand for one week waa 
ordered. 


A Deata in a Trasnor, 

An inguest was held by Mr. 
Tenney, the American Assessor, and 
Magistrate Yui, to inquire into the 
circumstances concerning the death 
of Waung Ah-mau. Tho deceased 
died while brawling in a teashop 
on December 20. All, the persons, 
it was stated, whose names hed 
not been given in connexion with 
the affair had escaped arrest. 

Waung’s wife, who gave evidence, 
is now destitute, but is living int 
the house of one of the men wha 
is alleged to have been the cause 
of her husband’s death, for whom 
search is being made. 

The Court held that it was im- 
possible to say that death was 
entirely the result of assault. 


out permission. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY 





Flaws in the Famous 


“Who is the greatest living 
writer? somebody asked the other 
day. ‘There isn’t one,’ came the 
swift reply from a man of letters. 

“Would experts be as_ pessi- 
mistic if they were asked who was 
the greatest living statesman cr 
the greatest living saint?” asks a 
writer in the ‘New Statesman,” 
“Most of us could make a fair 
guess if we were asked to name 
the greatest living scoundrel, but 
we should have to ask that the 
question might be postponed if it 
were a matter of finding a great 
saint or a great statesman. This, 
cynics will tell us, was always so. 
‘There were never any great men 
except among the dead. The great 
man looms large, not when he 
mixes with us in the streets and 
the sunlight, but when we see him 
through the fog of history. 


Tus Meptocrs May. 

“How many great men have 
been bishops or judges or Cabinet 
Ministers? Everywhere the suc- 
cessful are a large family of the 
mediocre with an occasional bril- 
liant exception. This, perhaps, ex- 
plains the pass to which the world 

as been brought. Human history 
bears the signature of the mediocre 
man. He has made civilization in 
his own image. 

“We confess we were somewhat 
appalled when we turned to the 
revised edition of ‘The New Calen- 
dar of Great Men’ containing 
‘biographies of the 559 worthies 
of all ages and nations in the 
Positivist Calendar of Auguste 
Comte’ and read some of the 
names that had to be included in 
order to make up even so short. a 
list. Here is a list of the world’s 
great men down till about 1820, 
and all together they would scarce- 
ly make up half a battalion in a 
British regiment. It is true that 
We are warned that Comte fram- 
ed his list ‘with a view, not to 
personal merits. but to historical 
results,’ but even so must we in- 
clude in so brief a compendium of 
human greatness names of such 
tiny stars as Otway and Fenimore 
Cooper and Donizetti? 


By THe Caratoore Trey're Men. 
“Let us take the first name that 


oceurs under each letter of the 
alphabet in Comte’s list, 
Abdul Ictinus, 
Rahman J, Jacquard. 
Bacon, ‘Kamehameha. 
Francis. Lacaille, 
Cabanis Madison. 
D’Aguessean. Napier. 
Eageworth, Oken. 
Maria, Palestrina. 
Fabricius. i 
Galen, 
Hadrian. 
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Ulpian. Xavier, 
Varignon. St. Francis. 
Wallis, Zeno. 

“No one, apparently, whose 


name began with either Q or Y 
ever achieved greatness or had 
greatness thrust upon him, though 
we should have imagined that 
Quintilian and Young of the dis- 
tressing ‘Night Thoughts’ were, 
historically speaking, at least as 
influential as Fenimore Cooper. 
But, apart from this, what a list 
it is! How many of the names are 
there of which one has never even 
heard! 


Gnrearsess Tarust Upon Tae? 


“As regards human greatness, 
however, there are apart from those 
we have raised a number of other 
questions that invite us to answer 
them. How far, for one thing, is 
greatness an accident—something 
thrust on a man by a great occa- 
sion? It is interesting to specu- 
late whether Washington would 
ever have been more than a dis- 
tinguished gentlemen from the 
colonies, if George III. had not 
forced him into the position of a! 
hero. He was not a man of genius 
in the ordinary sense of the word. 
| As his biographer says of him here, 
he ‘was not a great military 
genius ;- indeed, he was generally; 
jbeaten in battle.’ His was a moral 
greatness that depended on being 
put to the test in order that it 
might display itself. If Napoleon 
had remained, like his father, a 
Corsican patriot instead of becom- 
ing translated into a Frenchman, 
he might have won fame compar- 
able to that of Toussaint L’Ouver- 
:ture; he could never have won a 
place beside Cesar and Alexander. | 

“Tn literature, science, and the 
arts, the small nation may produce 
an Ibsen, a Rousseau, or a Lin- 
neus. But in war and politics the 
great stage seems to be a neces- 
sary accident of greatness. Na- 
tional heroes seldom become world 
heroes of the first magnitude unless 
belong to great nations, 
though William Tell and Hofer are 
on the universal roll of honour. 


Wao 1s Frvat Jupce? 

“Who, then, is the final judge 
of greatness? Greatness, say the 
cynics, is simply a myth imposed 
the powerful on the general 
imagination. The Romans, as a 
result of their conquest of the 
world, were able to impose their 
heroes on the world, so that even 
the English schoolboy to-day learns 
about Coriolanus and Fabricius 
and a host of men of the same 
stature who for all we know may 
have had no more claim to genius 
than the chairman of a rural dis- 
trict council. The Jews, again, by 
conquering the world through the 
Christianity they hated, have im- 
posed upon us Abraham, David and 
John the Baptist, so that even 
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Comte gives them a place amon, 
the 559 worthies of all ages ‘and 
nations. 

“When we read Comte’s list we 
are so bewildered that we begin to 
wonder whether more than 50 great 
men—great as Shakespeare was 
great, or Newton or Aristotle or 
Cesar was great—are to be found 
in the whole stretch of history. 
Most of the great men are greater 
than their fellows only by inches 
or half-inches. They. are simply 
more interesting versions of our- 
selves, saved by some trick of style 








from the too capacious maw cf 
oblivion.” 

MR. HEWLETT AT LEISURE 
Essays From a Wiltshire 
Village 
Is 4 Green Suave: A Country Com- 
mentary, By Maurice Howlett. 

(Bell. “6s, net.) 


What happier state than that of 
the man of letters who, in middle 
age, with a conipetency of fame 
and of goods, has retired to a 
country home? Mr. Maurice Hew 
Jett has a house in a Wiltshire 
village, a garden, the choice rem- 
nant of his library, neighbours 
who like him and trust to him for 
help. Thence he looks out upon 
this moiling world of ours, glad 
to be quit of it, but interested in 
it still, and ready to send from his 
green shade some of the green 
thought which may induce it to 
correct. its values and prevent it, 
perhaps, from running more 
violently than need be down a 
steen place into the sea. Let him 
fold about him ever so snugly the 
wrap of his earned leisure, he 
will think, in garden or library, 
for the world that he has left; if 
a_call come, he will get up, throw 
off the wrap, and go about his 
neighbour’s business. 

This little hook of essays admits 
us to the private leisure and to 
the half-private activity. We read 
with the student, and go about 
with the man of affairs. And_ in 
hath we find the love of rural Eng- 
land and her people. Such un- 
derstanding as this may still keep 
our countryside irimune from the 
influence of those who buy coun- 
try houses in order to live a town 
life in them, and a country lifé 
inimune from the ridicule earned 


by those who play at the complicat- ~ 


ed game of the “simvle” but un- 
neighhourly life. There is an 
engaging touch of tho student in 
the man who, going to live in the 
country, wil] read Thomas Tusser 
right through; but the student _is 
continually nroving himself betfer 
able than other men to make the 
most of his conditions; and Mr. 
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Hewlett, in reading for himself an 
author unknown to few besides 
those who have had to write about 
him in histories of literature or in 
exaniination papers, has not only 


enjoyed! himself, but has learned aj. 


good deal about English country 
life, which changes ever so little, 
and that only on the surface. 

You may go about any of the villages 
here, watch tho daily doings of the in- 
habitants, and feel confident that, practi- 
cally, there has been no substantial 
change since the Norman Conquest, The 
“feeling” of the scene is the same as 
it always was, the outlook of the people, 
their habit of mind, is the same, ‘The 
one apparent difference is in religion, 
and that is not a difference of substance 
but of accident. . . . I went through 
it [ic., the heart of pastoral Wiltshire] 
orly the other day, journeying from 
Sarum to Trowbridge on county business 
—Wishford, Wylye, Codford, Heytesbury 
and so on to Melksham and Westbury— 
mames which to us are symphonies. No 
change from the sempiterzal round of 
country labour in those quiet hollows, 
though it is true that you saw soldiers 
in buff unloading railway trucks, and 
that the valley was lined with their 
wooden hutments. Soldiers, indeed, we 
have known ever since the Norman Con- 
quest; but the country is bigger than 
they are, and they fall into its ways 
even as their huts fade into the shadows 
cast by its everlasting hills, 

The truth of that has so soaked 
into Mr. Hewlett that it sounds in 
the very tones and rhythm of the 
beautiful prose which he now, after 
many an experiment in “style,” 
thas learned to write. 





MAGIC IN NAMES 


Macic 1x Names. By Edward Clodd. 
Chapman & Hall. 12/6 net. 


Mr. Clodd has collected, from 
works on folklore, many curious 
instances of ‘“mana'’—as the South 
Sea islanders call the “ vague, im- 
personal, ever-acting, universally 
diffused power” of which they are 
conscious—in tangible things like 
‘blood or hair, in names and in 
words. There is much more in a 
mame than Shakespeare thought. 
The fisherman of East Aberdeen- 
shire, who met anyone of the name 
of Whyte on his way to the shore, 
was unwilling to put to sea, in 
the Moray Firth “there are sur- 
names which, if only breathed by 
the boy, would bring disaster on 
the crew.” In Central Africa a 
youth on coming to manhood must 
rorget his original name. In New 
Guinea “‘the name of a dead man 
is banished from the language.” 
In old Egypt the real names of the 
gods were kept secret. The magic 
of words, too, forms a curious 
chapter. Mr. Clodd’s real purpose 
is to suggest that the Christian re- 
ligion, which retains many old 
forms, is just as much a supersti- 
tion as the most primitive fetish- 
worship, and he presses this argu- 
ment in a way that will distress 
some of his readers. He forgets, 
however, that the analogies between 
primitive ceremonies and Christian 
ritual prove nothing except that 
Christians are human, like other 
men. The essence of Christianity 





HOW NOT TO DO IT 


Tae Practice anp THeory or Bor-! 





sHevisM. By gr ae Russell. 
(Allen and Unwin. net.) 
Mr. Bertrand Ruseall declines 


to join “the conspiracy of con- 
cealment which many Western 
Socialists who have visited Russia 
considered necessary,” (says the 
“Observer’). He believes that 
“the fundamental ideas of Oom- 
munism are by no means impractic- 
able, and would, if realized, add 
immeasurably to the well- -being of 
mankind.” But he is convinced in 
equal measure that what the Bol- 
sheviks are doing is not bringing 
Russia near to Communism, and 
that an imitation of it in other 
countries would be fraught with 
similar disasters. 

‘The experience of his recent visit 
to Russia has left him in no doubt 
as to the real results of the Bol- 





while some forms of ; 
Socialism are immeasurably better than 
capitalism, others are ever worse. Amon: 
those that are worse I reckon the form 
which is being achieved in Russia, net 
only in itself, but as a more insuperable 
barrier to further progress, 

Although the a author condemns 
the Entente blockade, -he declines 
to lay upon it the main respon- 
sibility for the Soviet failure, and 
it is significant that he found 
Lenin regarding the resumption of 
foreign trade as “a mere pallia- 
tive of doubtful value,” and_not 
nearly so eager for it as his Eng- 
lish visitors. If the Bolsheviks 
practise despotism, it is largely be- 
cause despotism ‘belongs to the 
essence of their social philosophy.” 
If the Russian workman undergoes 
“a, slavery far more complete than 
that of capitalism,” it is useless to 
blame unsympathetic Allied policy. 
“The ultimate sources of the whole 
train of evils lies in the Bolshevik 
outlook on life, in its dogmatism of 
hatred and its belief that human 


jnature can be completely transform- 


ed by force.” 

Mr. Russell adds a few touches of 
his own to the impressions brought 
home and published by his fellow- 
travellers of the Labour Delegation. 
His creed does not debar him from 
admissions that are sometimes 
piquant in thei candour:— 

The food produced in the allotments 

is taken for general consumption, not 
left to each individual 
is in accordarce with Communist theory, 
but, of course greatly diminishes tho 
incentive to work. 
The italics, needless to say, are not 
Mr. Russell’s. _ English Labour 
leaders will not be ingratiated by 
the information that Lenin hopes 
to see them in power because he 
thinks their incompetence would 
bring Parliamentarism to the final 
stage of contempt :-— 

He thinks that, if Mr, Henderson, for 
instance, were to become Prime Miris- 
ter, nothing of importance would be 
done; organized Labour woul! then, so 
he hopes and believes, turn to revolu- 
tion. 

The benefits of Communism cannot. 
be attained by Russia or any other 
country, Mr. Russell holds, along 
the path which Lenin and his 


lies not: in its ritual or symbolism, | friends are treading. ‘ The supreme 


‘but in its spiritual creed. 


condition of success in a Commun- 


en 
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ist revolution is that it should nob 
paralyze industry,” and as a plan ~ 
| of campaign for effecting the tran- 
sition without catastrophe he re- 
[commends the gradual acquisition 
of industria] self-government :— 

{ Capitalists value two things, their 
power and their money; many  ‘individ- 
uals among them value only the money. 

It is wiser to concentrate first on the 
power, as is done by secking self- 
goverrment in industry without confis- 
cation of capitalist incomes. this 
means the capitalist are gradually 
turned into obvious drores, their active 
functions in industry become nil and 
they can be ultimately dispossessed 
without dislocation. 








Lays OF THE LAW 





Hard Cases in Easy Verse 


A learned Scotch lawyer, Mr. 
W. M. Gloag, x.c., who is inci- 
dentally Professor of Law in the 
University of Glasgow, has written 
a little book, “Carmina Légis,” in 
‘which he has summarized well- 
known legal cases in amusing light 
verse. Some years ago an Oban 
banker and his sister left in their 
wills a number of statues of their 
own undistinguished ancestors to 
their native town, The will was 
set aside by the Courts and Mr. 
Gloag thus summarizes the judge- 
ment:— 

“Mere waste,” ‘twas said, 

will ot permit.” 

True, a testator may decree a fit 

And reasonably decorative tomb; 
Law for frail mortals’ vanity finda 


“the law 


room 3 

But statues running to six thousand 
pounds— 

Such a bequest is quite beyond ail 
bounds, 

This spacious plea 

Found favour in the judgement of 

the Court, 


And their decree 
Will check all future efforts of the 


sort. 
Scots Law, without recourse to English 
rules, 
Is perfectly prepared to deal with fools ; 
Some licence for th’ eccentric 
we may find, 
Yet wilder folly with this maxim 
bind— 


To fling your meney hesdlong in the 
sea 
Is contrary to public policy. 


In another case, an insolvent 
debtor had endeavoured to secure 4 
favoured creditor by the sale to 
‘im of his furniture :— 






But, if the parties’ aim 

Is proved to ba to frame 

However their intention they may veil 

‘A charge or pledge just covered by a 
sale, 

The Act is set aside, 

Our law will then provide 

A pledge without delivery must neces- 
sarily fail. 


The ease is really plain, 
All such attempts are vain, 
The Law beneath the surface act will 
£0, 
Intention, not it must 
know, 
The cleverest disguise 
Will hardly blind the eyes 
Fixed on the parties’ real design be- 
hind the outward show, 
Even Scotch lawyers sometimes - 
unbend and (like Silas Weee) 
“drop into poetry.” 


appearance, 
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in- 


She need not worry over her 
ability to receive the golden apple, 
as Aphrodite did, from the hands 


ELUSIVE BEAUTY 





Are Plain People Beautiful?) of Paris. (And by the -way, if 
Teel truth were known perhaps even 

Judged by rigid standards of; Paris’ judgement was swayed by 
form, colour, and proportion, there! the lovely goddess’ promise that he 
are very, very few women of|should have the most beautiful 
whom it may ke said that they! woman in the world. But thereby 
are truly beautiful. Nature creates! hangs the tale of Helen and the 
in us a craving for beauty because) Trojan War.) There is a beauty 
she wisely plans that we shall not} of mind, a beauty of spirit, a 
be surfeited with it. Who, except! beauty of character, that exerts a 
the extremely lovely, have not at‘ force more potent than purely 
some time had an ardent longing to; physical beauty. So mysterious a 
be beautiful? With most of us force it is that we often speak of a 
there is a stage in life, whether’ person as beautiful even when such 


early or late, when purely physical’ a one possesses little or no physical 
loveliness seems to be the utmost! charm. 
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that can be wished. So far does 
this affect us that we gladly and 
eagerly allow ourselves to be duped 
into trying any new “guaranteed” 
beauty. specialty ! 

Do you remeber the days, when 
you were a child and spent’ long 
hours feasting your eyes enviously 
on the beautiful faces in such books 
as the “Queens of England”? Each 
face was framed in a halo of glory ; 
one particular face was your ideal, 
though the assurance of growing to 
be like any one would have been a 


passport to happiness. And do you 
remember the beautiful lady in 
fluffy skirts and pink stockings 


who seemed to be the acme of love- 
liness when she walked the tight 
rope at the circus? She was xo 
entrancing that while you gazed on 
her, green with envy, your brother 
at your side registered his youthfal 
determination to marry her. 

Go back to the circus to-day: 
turn once again the leaves of the 
old book of engravings, and what a 
change the years have _ brought! 
Some of the types are still beauti- 
ful: most disappoint by their insipid 
regularity and formality. The 
mystic imaginative veil of youth is 
withdrawn and we see either the 
features alone in all their barren 
reality, or we are aware of some 
spirit bursting through the feat- 
ures, some subtle aura enveloping 
the face, which in our clearer 
understanding makes or mars the 
beauty. E 

Where have the beauties of old 
gone? What took away the charm 
we once felt? The faces have not 
changed. It is we who have chang- 
ed. Each day.we have moulded 
and remoulded our standards of 
beauty. sometimes — consciously, 
most often unconscidusly as a result 
of more ‘intimate and mature 
observation of life. And happy 
are we if we have learned to re- 
cognize other types of beauty in 
addition to those an artist would 
choose for a model. 

A strange but nevertheless true 
paradox is that often the plainest 
people are the most beautiful. 
Here should be a world of consola- 
tion for the girl who is not pretty. 


No one stops for a moment to 
i think whether Jeanne d’Are had a 
| Greek profile or was a “perfect 36.” 
Who cares whether or not Edith 
| Cavell would have been suitable for 
‘a Harrison Fisher portrait? 
Dante’s Beatrice may have been— 
| probably was—beautiful in the old 
isense, but it is the beauty of her 
heart and mind which is celebrated. 
The pure devotion of Faust’s 
Marguerite makes her beautiful to 
lus regardless of her features. 


Last Sunday I called at the house 
jof a friend, and we had tea in 
|front of a cosy open fire. Out of 
doors the first snow and sleet of 
{the winter was driving onto the 
| window panes, trying in vain to 
‘drown the music of the crackling 
tlogs on the hearth. My friend was 
‘intelligent. attractive, but she her- 
j self would have been the last to lay 
claims to exceptional beauty. After} 
a few moments of silent gazing in- 
to the fascinating glow from the; 
hearth, she turned and said, “Do 
lyou know what picture I see in the 
flames? It is of the thousands of| 
men, women and children who are 
perishing from cold and famine 
in China and Siberia to-day, 
while I warm my toes by this fire.” 
At that moment there shone from} 
her face a beauty beside which re- 
gularity of features and clearness of 
complexion paled into _ insignifi- 
cance. 

More and more we must come to 
recognize with the poet that 


1 
| 








“There is no blemish but in the 
mind, 

And none are ugly but the 
unkind.” 


By all means cultivate the out-) 
ward beauty. But do not neglect} 
the inner beauty. It is not vanity 
to wish to improve our physical at-; 
'tractiveness until this becomes our | 
sole aim. Then it is not only vain 
—but it is in vain, for the higher 
loveliness cannot be excelled. 

















The latest fashion in night! 
dresses, a lady correspondent points' 
out, is that they are to coal 
black. Appropriate, but horrible | 
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dQEr? 


TO_KEEP_Aj FIRE} HOT— 


"KEEP ITRCOALED 





The secret of getting the best out 
of poor coal is to light the fire at 
the top instead of at the bottom of 
the grate; then as the fire burns 
slowly downwards the gas coming 
from the black coal burns the cind- 
ers entirely away, and no smoke 
is made, and! there is nothing left. 
at the end but pure white ash. 

Line the grate with newspaper 
and then fill it up to the level of 
the top bar with small coal or ever 
with coal dust. Make the top sur- 
face level, and on this, as a hearth, 
arrange a few sticks and some 
balls of paper, and place somo 
nice sharp-edged pieces of coal 
round and over these sticks, leav- 
ing plenty of space for air. 

Then apply a match and watch! 
for a fow minutes till the fire has 
kindled. 

Sometimes a little help from thé 
bellows or a fan is useful in mak- 


jing it start. 


A fire lighted in this manner 
will burn without any attention’ 
for four or five hours; or even for 
as much as six or eight hours. It 
makes a glowing red fire with no 
smoke. 





WRAPS AND FURS 


The French have a most clever 
way of making a coat more charm- 
ing by designing a hat of the same 
materials. A costume for motor- 








‘ing from a famous Parisian house, 


represents the newest style in coats 
and illustrates the tendency to be 
both cape and coat at once. Coats 
of this type are half wrapped! 
about the figure, and the sleeves 
are vague affairs, often amount- 
ing to no more than a great cuff 
attached to the armhole. Embroid- 
ery follows the lines of the seams 
or makes a design on the skirt or 
sleeves of the coat. Two wraps for 
motoring, from the same French 
designers, have little straight 
standing-up collars that make no 
attempt to fit closely around the 
neck. 

The model of the wrap described 
above is wonderfully luxurious: 
looking. The material is soft 
velour in dark blue, and it has 
contrasting bands of the same 
material in pale gray. Gray also 


|lines the big hood that is weighted 


with a tassel of the same shade im 
the back. s 
The becoming close turban to 
wear with this wrap is made of 
velour in blue and gray, gray for 
the top. with blue folded softly 
around it, With this sort of hat 
a veil is not necessiry, though al~ 
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ways a becoming accessory, especi- 
ally when it is of gray chiffon, 
which would be most attractive 
with this costume. 

Nothing quite equals the rich- 
ness of effect to be obtained! by the 
use of fur as trimming on gowns. 
The most interesting gowns of 
winter are those on which fur 
trimming is skilfully used. Many 
dresses have been spoiled by a fur 
collar which was entirely too big 
to be used on anything but a wrap, 
or awkward fur cuffs which des- 
troyed the proportions of the 
gown. It ig the real artist who 
knows just the amount of fur to 
use so that the effect will be at 
once graceful and appropriate. 
The appearance of having made 
the dress and added the fur 
trimming at the last is to be 
avoided. A dress should be so 
designed that the fur harmonizes 
in line, colour and feeling with 
the material and is apparently a 
necessary part of the dress, and’ not 
an afterthought added merely to 
accentuate the expensiveness. The 
gowns designed by an artist have 
no rival in beauty and distinction. 





NURSING AS A 
PROFESSION 





Just glance at the advertisements 
that have appeared in the papers 
for trained nurses? “Matron re- 
quired for a country hospital, salary 
£100 per ann., with £25 a year 
extra” for taking the worry and 
responsibility of the Maternity 
Ward. ‘Head Nurse required, at 
a salary of £70 per annum; must 
be member of the Australasian 


Trained Nurses’ Association ;”” 
although the A.T.N.A, council 
passed a resolution that the 


minimum salary for a matron should 
be £156 per annum, and a head 
nurse £120 per annum; and this 
decision was sent to all country 
hospitals. What is the life of a 
country matron? She is on duty 
practically day and night, taking 
the place of a resident medical offi- 
cer in all emergencies. She also 
does the housekeeping for patients, 
nursing, and domestic staff, lectures 
to and trains nurses, attends medi- 
ca] officers on their rounds, and 
helps at all operations, She collects 
and issues receipts, and keeps a 
record of all patients’ fees; she 
keeps the big register of all ad- 
missions, discharges, and deaths, 
also the daily record of numbers 
and details of the nursing and 
domestic staff. She inspects wards, 
etc., daily, and at times even re- 
lieves the head nurse or sister when 
off duty. She is responsible for 
the general comfort and for every- 
thing pertaining to patients and 
staff, and may also be asked to do 
the dispensing! This is all for less 
remuneration than by law must be 
given to the wardsman. 

‘At the present time it js a ques- 
tion of demand and supply, and 
owing to the end of the war and 
the influx of army sisters the sup- 
ply has been at its greatest. This 








is the reward for ‘the splendid 
achievements and unflinching cow: 
age of the army sisters.” ‘There is 
nothing else for them to do but 
apply for these positions, many 
even then being put aside, as there 
are not enough positions to go 
round. A private nurse js able to 
command four guineas a week, but 
she very: often works day and night 
for this—a few hours’ freedom even 
for rest being very often consider- 
ed unnecessary. The work, too, is 
uncertain, she is under heavy ex- 
penses paying home or club fees, 
and is not earning between cases. 
The position of head nurse or sister 
in a private hospital is even worse, 
for the fees paid by patients to 
the hospital should allow for real- 
ly good salaries being paid to the 
trained nurses on the staff. The 
trained nurse also accompanies a 
surgeon to all operations, and to 
her conscientious preparation of in- 
struments and dressings he owes 
the success of the operation and 
the life of the patient. What is 
her percentage of the fee received? 

The nursing and medical profes- 
sions, says “A Matron” are 
brother and sister—one being the 
complement of the other. Above 
all, we should look for champion- 
ship and help from our big brother, 
to whom, in these days, we are 
more or less indispensable. One 
big loyal effort in this way would 
soon see the nursing profession 
acknowledged as a profession, and 
adequate salaries given without 


question. There are a few branches 
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of nursing in which it is possible 
to live as » normal citizen— work- 
ing certain hours each day, return- 
ing home in the evening, and hav- 
ing Saturday ‘afternoons, Sundays, 
amd public ‘holidays free. Fully- 
trained nurses, many of whom have 
seen active service, have taken up 
different branches of day work and 
still the remuneration is quite in- 
sufficient. They are receiving less 
than that paid to unskilled 
labourers. 





SOME USEFUL HINTS 


The latest wide-kilted check skirts 
are certainly, most original. One 
from waist to hem consisted of but 
four large checks. ~ It was in 
varying shades of wedgewood blue 
and buff, and though the size of 
the check may sound alarming, in 
reality the effect was delightful. 











“The cutest thing in Paris is to 
wear a black mouche or beauty 
spot on the nape of your neck and 
another at the top of your right 
upper arm. 

“A smart-looking girl in a stall 
I noticed had what was just like 
an enormous round, black beauty 
spot in her fair hair. Very novel 
and effective I thought.” So writes 
@ friend from Paris. 





A clever device used in large 
houses is a small electric light 
placed inside an Egyptian porce- 
lain vase which diffuses a radiant 
glow on a staircase, or in a dark 
corner. In the daytime many a 
wouian places imitation white 
flowers in light bowls, which light- 
en the darkness of a gloomy win- 
ter room, while another woman has 
white cloths on all her tables and 
reflecting mirrors about the walls. 

Best of all, when you furnish 
and point your rooms do not for- 
get that light colours economize 
your lighting bill. : 





Juvenile gabardin frock. Long waist with a shoulder piece and with sections 
put together. Elbow sleeves. Satin ribbon loops <x: the kolinsky 
collar. Material buttons. Tunio getting short on side. 


Skirs with a 


kolinsky band, i 
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SECRET OF A “Q” BOAT 





How German Submarines 
Were Deceived 


One of the many secrets of the 
«“Q” boats—these vessels were 
stated by a witness to be a “box 
of tricks from keel to truck’’—was 
revealed at a recent sitting of the 
Royal Commission on Inventions. 
The device which was claimed for 
by Engineer-Lieutenant Donald 
Gameron consisted of a perforated 
steam pipe which was fitted roun 
the engine room hatch of these 
boats. By arranging an escape of 
steam it was intended to give the 
enemy submarine the impression 
that a direct hit had been obtained 
on the engines or boilers. It was 
stated that seven ships had been 
fitted with the device. . 

Mr. Justice Sargant (Chairman) 
said that one had read of ‘“panic- 
parties’? who yushed ‘about pretend- 
ing to get the boats out. | 

Mr. Moritz (for the Admiralty) 
mentioned also the “bomb baby,” 
which was dropped into a boat and 
was really a bomb. . 

‘Mr, Cameron, who served in the 
Actaon, a “Q” boat, said the idea 
came to him while one of a “panic 
party” standing-by in a boat. 

Mr. Moritz said the device was 
used on one occasion in the Bay 
of Biscay, where the “Q’” boat 
“bagged the submarine, ; 

“Whatever our, decision,” said 
Mr, Justice Sargant at the close, 
“we al] wish to express our sense 
of the self-devotion of Lieutenant 
Cameron and his colleagues who 
took part in that most arduous and 
dangerous work.” 


Torrspo DEFENCE 


Claims in respect of the “Actwon” 
net defence against. torpedoes were 
also heard by the Commission, Mr. 
Henn Collins, for the claimants— 
Lieutenant-Commander Teasdale- 
Buckell and the executors | of 
Lieutenant Phillott, who was killed 
in. action—said that Lieutenant- 
Commander Teasdale-Buckell con- 
ceived the idea not of arresting the 
progress of the torpedo, but of 
diverting its course. That was 
done by arranging a vertical wire, 
which was not to be rigid, ani 
which, by the forward motion of 

_ the ship, should have a lateral 
pressure on the side of the torpedo, 
‘hich was swept aside. It had the 
advantage of being light and, there- 
fore, capable of being used at sea. 
Lieutenant Phillott served at one 
time in the Actcon, and wrote to 
Mr. Buckell that he had shown the 
invention to tthe Captain of the 
‘Acton (now Admiral E. O. Vil- 
liers), who was. another claimant. 

Mr. T. J. Gibson, (technical as- 
sistant to the Admiralty) | 
that 200 sets of “Acton 


nets 


were ordered, but only about 10 
or 15 were fitted. Vertical wires 
were not used, the net consisting 
of a diamond mesh. 


Rear-Admiral Villiers said he did 
not recollect Lieutenant Phillott, 
and had no assistance from the 
claimants in the devising of the 
“Acteon” net which was suggested 
by work on diverting miner. He 
first devised an oblong net which 
was rejected in favour of a diamond 
mesh, the object being to lassoo 
the torpedo by the tail and not 
divert it. The first vessel which 


a | Was fitted with the “Acteon” net 


was attacked by a torpedo and 
saved by the net. 

Mr. Justice Sargant (Chairman) 
said that in Admiral Villiers’ case 
the Commission had arrived at 
their award, which had not been 
published. 

The Chairman announced that 
the Commission would consider its 
award in the present case. 








BOA-CONSTRICTOR 
JEALOUS OF NEGLECT 


Mr. F, Martin-Duncan, lecturing 
on “Birds and Beasts from Many 
Lands” before the Royal Photo- 
graphic Society, said that he has 
had some curious pets, including 
a young boa-constrictor, which, 
when 7ft. long, became too  for- 
midable for intimacy. Its sociable 
custom was to make itself com- 
fortable under his coat, at the back 
and under the arms, and to put 
up its head to lick his face. It 
liked to be noticed, and if neglect- 
ed showed unmistakable resent- 
ment. There was also a small 
alligator, and in reference to these 
creatures the lecturer called 
attention to an unexpected result 
of upsetting fhe balance of nature. 
The Mississippi alligators, though 


feeding generally on @ large rat, 
greatly prefer sucking-pig. The 
taste Tea to such depredations that 


the farmers killed off most of the 
alligators, with the result that the 
rats multiplied, and did so many 
thousands of pounds worth of 
damage, that the people were in- 


d| clined to prefer the alligators. 


Speaking of the great cats, the 
lecturer said that the leopard and 
jaguar would probably die out, as 


they did not breed in captivity, 
but the lion and tiger had not 
this disqualification. The  rhino- 


ceros was also likely to disappear, 
and on the subject of this animal 
he remarked that to know what 
was passing in the mind of a 
“rhino” you must look at its tail. 
Its thoughts were not revealed by 
its face. 


Ho urged that in view of the 
threatened extermination of many 








Lost Cities of Asia to Be 
Opened Up 


Chicago, Nov. 18. 

_Dr. James Harry Breasted, of the 
University of Chicago, reports that 
recovery of the “‘lost chapters in 
the career of man’ hidden in the 
ancient buried cities of Western 
Asia is an imminent possibility, 
Dr. Breasted, who is professor of 
Egyptology and oriental history 
there, has recently returned from 
a survey of most of the important 
buried cities of the Near Orient. 

The collapse of the Ottoman Em- 
pire has opened the birth-place of 
civilization to unrestricted investi- 
gation, Dr. Breasted said. “It is 
evident,” he added, “that there 
rises before us an opportunity un- 
precedented in the history of 
humanistic research. 

“The great centres of human life 
in the ancient world, the mighty 
cities and capitals of Babylonia, 
Assyria, Persia, Palestine, Syria, 
Asia Minor and Egypt, the region 
where the earliest civilized societies 
arose out of savagery and barbar- 
ism to bring civilization to  bar- 
barian Europe—all these treasuries 
of human records, which are rapidly 
perishing in the whole region about 
the eastern end of the Mediter- 
ranean, lie there silently awaiting 
the spade of the excavator.” 

It will be possible to clear up 
the leading ancient buried cities of 
Western Asia within the next 25 or 
30 years or perhaps a generation, 
given sufficient funds and adequate 
personnel, according to Dr. Breast- 
ed.—Reuter. 








Tne plan for the expenditure of 
Y.6,000.000 in the holding of _ a 
i Shrine Commemoration Ex- 
ibition has been approved by the 
Tokio ‘Prefectural Council and 
is expected to be passed upon 
favourably by the Prefectural As- 
sembly soon, according to the 
vernacular papers. Representa- 
tives of the prefectural political 
parties decided recently upon the 
Spring of 1922 as the time for the 
exhibition. The proposal to in- 
crease taxes to meet tle expense of 
the exhibition has met such opposi- 
tion that it has been decided to 
raise the money through entrance 
fees and other means other than 
direct taxes. Products of the 
whole Japanese Empire will be 
shown at the exhibition. 


_—_ 
interesting beasts and birds, @ 
greater number of national reserva- 
tions should be established, and 
these, plus the possibility of breed- 
ing in captivity, might lead to the 
preservation of several species. 


B} 
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COMMUNIST PLOTS IN 
AMERICA 


An Underground Party 


Chicago, Nov. 30, 

The first “underground party” 
that the United States has ever 
seen- is now believed to be operat- 
ing, according to Edward J. 
Brennan, division superintendent 
of the bureau of investigation of 
the Department of Justice here. 

“It appears,” he said, “that 
members, or a great majority of 
them, of the Communist parties 
have gone over to a United Com- 
munist Party that seems to be 
maintaining a secrecy never before 
attempted by an American radical 
organization. 

“The Russian element. 
formed the backbone of the ori 
Communist party appears to be in 
control and to have the bulk of the 
membership of the new secret 
organization. 






hich 





RevotuTionary Literature. 
“Literature is frequently  dis- 
tributed without any indication as 
to where it comes from. In order 
to escape detection, it appears that 
the party members take unusual 
precautions. The members are 
{ known among themselves and 
literature is passed around among 
them, sometimes by messenger. 
When mailed, we know that it is 
done in small quantities, three or 
four letters or packages in a box in 
| one corner of a city and three or 
} four in a box in another section. 
“The party has its largest mem- 
bership in Chicago and New York. 
In Chicago meetings have been 
made extra difficult by the Illinois 
law which forbids renting property 
to an outlaw organization of this 
character. Property owners who 
become suspicious often call us to 
make sure on this point. 
“It is my individual conviction 
that the United Communist Party, 
; the old Communist Party and 
j kindred associations of this nature 
are unlawful in that they advocate 
the overthrow of the Government 
by force and violence. 





A BotsHevik PRoGRAMME. 


“The original Communist Party, 
which was organized here a year 
ago, took a stand against parti- 
cipating in elections. This it held 
to be of no use, and it urged a 
Bolshevik programme. I have 10 
knowledge myself of literature 
being recently distributed urging 
against taking part in the presi- 
dential election, as was reported 
in press despatches from the east 
at the time, but if this was the 
case, it was in line with what the 
party appears to stand for. 

“Tt will be recalled that pam- 
phlets, literature and circular 
letters were sent out broadcast to 
members of the Communist party 
and that lecturers gave instruc- 
| tions at their meetings that if at 
any time a member was interview- 
ed or attempted to be interviewed 
by_ any person, particularly by a 
federal or state officer, he was to 
answer no questions and tell them 


Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission. 





NEW ZEALAND’S 
GROWING NAVY 


The Board of Admiralty recently 
despatched the following telegram 
to the Governor-General and the 
New Zealand Government: 

‘On the oceasior. of the departare of 
his Majesty’s ship Chatham, the Board 
of Admiralty wish to congratulate his 
Excellency the Governor-General and 
the New Zealand Government on the 
addition of this modern crniser to the 
New Zealand Naval Force. It is a 
matter of special gratification to the 
Board that she commences her career 
under their auspices at the time wher 
a distinguished Naval Officer is Governor- 
General of this great Dominion. 

The distinguished naval _ officer 
who is Governor-General of New 
Zealand is Viscount Jellicoe, and 
the First Sea Lord of the Board of 
Admiralty is Earl Beatty. It is 
to be hoped that the terms of the 
above message will dispose of the 
suggestions made in certain civilian 
quarters that a real difference of 
opinion separates the two great 
sailors who played so great a part 
in establishing the-supremacy of 
the British Navy. 








ITALIAN EMIGRATION 





A Syndicate to Help Pioneers 


Rome, Nov. 17. 

A syndicate with a capital of 
3,500,000 lire has been organized 
here to promote emigration and to 
assist the Italian emigrants in the 
enterprises in which they may 
engage in other countries. It is 
intended also to make a study of 
the opportunities offered by other 
foreign countries to Italian im- 
migrants and to protect them in 
their efforts to find new homes and 
means of livelihood outside of 
Italy. 

The syndicate includes in its 
membership some of the most im- 
portant Italian banks, steamship 
companies and representatives of 
workmen’s organizations, both 
socialist and Catholic. 

In order to equip the emigrants 
for new modes of life in foreign 
countries, special schools have been 
founded to teach them to read and 
write and to train them for trades 
or for farm work. 

It is understood here that Brazil 
is the country having the greatest 
need for workers, but that Brazil 
requires, not so many individual 
immigrants as it needs entire 
families to populate the immense 
extent of land. Furthermore, 
Ttalian emigration to Brazil is 
held somewhat in check by the be- 
lief that large capital would be 
needed to cut the forests from the 
land which the Brazilian Govern- 
ment desires to populate. It is 
pointed out that the syndicate now 
organized may furnish some of the 
canital required for that purpose. 
—Reuter. 





nothing, and in the event of a 
member being arrested, he was to 
say nothing, and that as soon as 
possible he would be provided with 
@ defence.” —Reuter. 





BRITISH FINANCES 








An American’s Complimentary 
Criticism 

Mr. Acheson Shortis, who was 
recently financial adviser to the 
Inter-Allied Rhineland Commis- 
sion, and is now vice-president of 
the Guarantee Trust Company of 
New York, made, upon his arrival 
in New York recently, a statement 
on Britain’s financial position. 
Mr. Shortis thought such a state- 
ment desirable, because an impres- 
sion still prevailed in less well- 
informed quarters of the United 
States that it is unn to 
discriminate in regard to the re- 
spective economic positions of the 
Allies) He pointed out that of 
Britain’s total War expenditure, 
£11,000,000,000, no less than £4,000,- 
000,000, or more than one-third of 
the total, had been raised during 
the War by revenue, and that, 
allowing for a reasonable estimate 
the proportion of our advances to 
the Allies and Dominions which 
will ultimately be repaid, our re- 
maining debt will not amount to 
more than one and a half times 
the amount so raised by revenue. 

Mr. Shortis summed up our pre- 
sent situation as follows:—‘‘Takit 
the situation in general, the posi- 
tion of Great Britain cannot be re- 
garded as unfavourable, although 
the fact that sterling, expressed in 
United States currency, shows a 
depreciation of more than 20 per 
cent. may be taken as an indication 
that the credit of Great Britain is 
severely impaired. But - people 
who are well acquainted with the 
actual economic position and the 
reasons for the present leve) of 
exchange are, of course, aware of 
the cause. It is not that Great 
Britain is not prepared to pay its 
debt to the United States, for it 
possesses plenty of assets, but it 
does not, unfortunately, possess 
any tangible assets which can be 
removed from Great Britain to the 
United States. It is, therefore, 
necessary to wait until such time as 
she can export or render services 
in sufficient quantities to produce 
a trade balance in her favour.” 











THE FASTEST TRAIN IN 
THE U. S. 


Chicago, _ Nov. 13.—Announce- 
ment of what was said to be the 
fastest transcontinenta] railroad 
service ever instituted in America 
was made today by the Chicago, 
Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad, 
which will resume its ‘Pacific 
Limited” between Chicago and San 
Francisco to-morrow. Connecting 
with the 24 trains from New York, 
®@ passenger can now journey across 
the continent in 92 hours and 45 
minutes, including an hour's ‘ay 
over in Chicago. 

The Twentieth Century Limited. 
leaving New York at 2.45 p.m., ar- 
rives in Chicago at 9.45 the next 
morning. The Pacific Limited wili 
depart, beginning to-morrow, at 
10.45, arriving in San Francisco at 
8.30 a.m. the third day. 








ha 
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WORKMAN “CONTROL” 
IN ITALY 


Drawing up the Terms 


The joint committee of proprie- 
tors and workmen in the metallur- 
gical industry (known as the com- 
missione paritetica) has been con- 
tinuing its sittings at Milan, and 
gradually we are coming to a 
clearer idea of what the now 
famous workmen’s ‘‘control” is 
likely to prove in practice, says the 
Rome correspondent —_ of the 
“Observer.” We have had also the 
extraordinary general meeting of 
the shareholders of the Fiat Co. 
and the statement made to them 
by Signor Fornaca, a director vf 
the company. The latest informa- 
tion would tend to show a more 
reasonable and conciliatory disposi- 
tion on the part of the operatives 
in determining the precise working 
of the “control,’”’ though the posi- 
tion is still full of uncertainties. 
Factions and elements which pro- 
fess a moderate policy to-day be- 
come suddenly intransight to-mor- 
row, and vice-versa. 

At any rate, the 13 points of the 
“control” as set out a week or so 
ago in the syndicalist manifesto 
published in ‘‘Battaglie Sindicali,” 
seem to have been considerably 
whittled away. These points claim- 
ed among other things that :— 

The Workmen’s Council must control 
the purchase of raw material ; 

Superintend the sale of the finished 
article ; 

Fix the price; 

Superintend the rates of pay; 

Assign each workmar. his special 


task; 
Cottrol the Conditions of employ- 





ment; 
Decide when 


necessary ; 
Look after the sanitary and hygenic 
conditions of the factory; 
Eliminate artificial crises in 
industry ; 
‘Stop “dumping.” 

The discussions of the Joint Com- 
mittee have not yet touched more 
than a few of these points, which, 
after all, were not formulated by 
the workmen’s members in the 
commission, but by outside labour 
opinion. With regard to such 
points as have so far come up for 
discussion the workers’ delegates 
have not shown themselves unrea- 
sonable. 

The proprietors put forward the 
following with regard to discharges 
of operatives: “When a worker is 
discharged for special reasons, or 
when there are good grounds for 
supposing that the discharge is not 
being effected for industrial _pur- 
poses, or in the case of disciplinary 
measures not provided for by the 
regulations, the workmen’s _ repre- 
sentatives shall have the right to 
demand explanations.” According 
to this proposal the Men’s Commit- 
tee are to have the right to examine 
the register in which the data con- 
cerning taking on and discharge of 
employees are set down. In case 
of no.settlement being come to be- 
tween the management and the in- 
ternal commission, the matter is to 


new machinery is 


the 
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owners. The labour part of the 
Joint Committee showed themselves 
disposed to accept this proposal 
with a small modification. 

With regard to the question of 
the ‘‘control,” the statement made 
by Signor Giolitti_ to an American 
newsagency some little while ago is 
interesting. He pcinted out that 
some misunderstanding had arisen 
as to the meaning of the term in 
Anglo-Saxon countries, owing to 
the fact that “control” in English 
does not quite translate the Italian 
“controllo.” It is, of course, true 
that “controllo” in Italian has 
rather the sense of supervision or 
examining than the meaning cf 
management. 

With regard to the work of the 
Joint Committee, it is hoped that 
it will be able to draft its scheme 
in time for it to be put before the 
Chamber at an early sitting. 

The extraordinary general meet- 
ing of the Fiat Company, synthetis- 
ing as it did in some way the at- 
titude of the managers of metallur- 
gical firms, was of considerable in- 
terest. Commendatore Agnelli and 
Engineer Fornaca, the principal 
directors of the great Lombard in- 
dustrial concern, stated that rea- 
sons which had forced them to 
offer their resignations. The share- 
holders passed a motion expressing 
confidence in these two men who 
have done so much to build up the 
great Fiat organization and _ re- 
fused to accept the _ resignations. 
It is thought that if the workmen’s 
internal commission shows some 
sign of wishing the old directors to 
remain at their posts and passes a 
resolution of goodwill towards 
them, they may be induced to with- 
draw their resignations. 








OPPOSITION TO THE NEW 
MANCHESTER SCHOOL 





The following emphatic manifesto 
has been issued by the Liberal 
‘Anti-Nationalization __ Committee 
(whose President is Mr, Frederic 
Harrison) in opposition to the de- 
mand of the ‘Manchester Group 
of Liberals” for the inclusion of 
the nationalization of the mines 
and railways in the Libera} pro- 
gramme 








‘Ag lifelong supporters of the Liberal 
cause, who are strongly in sympath 
with the bettermert of labour condi- 


tions and a more generous policy cf 
social reform, we desire emphatically to 
protest against the demand for the 
naticnalization of the mines and railways 
fg put forward by the Manchester group 
of Liberals, and to point out that net 
only is the creation of these proposed 
new State monopolies contrary to the 
traditions and philosophy of Liberalism, 
but it is hostile to the policy outlined by 
Mr. Asquith at Paisley and in direct 
conflict with the experience of the rule 
of bureaucracy gained by the nation 
during the war. We cannot help feeling 
that, in their «present form, the Man- 
chester proposals, while containing what 
is excellent, are calculated to divide and 
embarrass the party whore triumph we 
all have at heart. 

‘Among those signing the mani- 
festo are Lord Airedale, Sir Nor- 
man Lamont, Sir Samuel Chisholm, 








be referred to the provincial 
organizations of both men and 


Sir Dugald Clerk, and Mr, Frederic 
Harrison. 


NAVAL POLICIES OF U. S. 


ADMINISTRATION 





Harding in Conference 
with Bryan 


Washington, Dec, 15.—A review | 


of the United States naval situa- 
tion shows that the incoming ad- 
ministration of President-Elect 
Harding has not yet formed any 
naval policy. The present Repub- 
lican Congress realizes the neces- 
sity of effecting all possible reduc- 
tions of the service in order not 
to aggravate the problem of re- 
venue, 

The movement for a five-year 
naval holiday by Great’ Britain, 
America and Japan apparently is 
not being taken seriously by the 
Congressmen handling naval affairs. 

The Republicans wish to proceed 
cautiousiy with all expenditures 
during the closing months of the 
Wilson régime, but do not wish to 
be accused of sacrificing the nation’s 
security, 

The existence of the Anglo-Japan- 
ese Alliance further complicates 
America’s naval problem. 

DANIELS FOR CONFERENCE, 

Washington, Dec, 16,—Josephus 
Daniels, Secretary of the Navy, told 
the Committee on Naval Affairs of 
the House of Representatives that 
President-Elect Harding should 
call a conference of all nations to 
make an agreement for disarma- 
ment, but that the United States 
would not go into such a conference 
except with a navy as strong as 
that of any other nation, 

Founpamentacs Decrpep. 

Marion, Ohio, Dec. 18.—President- 
Elect Harding had a conference to- 
day with William Jennings Bryan, 
a former Secretary of State; Mr. 
James Watson Gerard, American 
Ambassador in Germany when the 
war broke out, and with Senator 
James A, Reed of Missouri regard- 
ing the proposed Association of 
Nations, 

Mr. Bryan declared that the new 
President will act in a manner 
Justifying the people’s trust in him 
and stated that, during the confer- 
ence, an agreement wag reached as 
regards the fundamentals of the 
proposed association.—‘‘Japan Ad- 
vertiser.”” 











PEACE RESTORED IN 
HAITI 


Washington, Dec. 10. 
The military situation in Haiti 
and San Domingo from the point 
of view of the Marine Corps is 
“extremely _ satisfactory,” Major 
General Lejeune, commandant of 
the Corps, declares in his annual 


report to the Secretary of the 
Navy. 
A year ago, the bandit situation 


in Haiti _Was “quite serious,” 
General Lejeune says, but the pre- 





sent brigade and gendarmerie com- 
manders have handled the  situa- 
tion in “masterly fashion and now 
banditry has been almost com- 
pletely suppressed.””—Reuter. 
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PANAMA CANAL PROFITS 





t 
| Revenue Rising Rapidly 
{ Washington, Nov. 30. 


{ The Panama Canal has closed the 
‘best year financially in its six years 
of operation with an excess of 
} $2,387,599 in revenue over the ex- 
{pense of operation and mainten- 
yance. 

1 Brigadier-General Chester Hard- 
ing, Governor of the Canal Zone, 
[predicts in his annual report that 
iwithin a reasonable period of 
(normal world conditions the canal 
fwill earn an actual profit on its 
ycost which has been $366,650,000, 
jexclusive of expenditures for its 
ilitary and naval defence. In the 
meantime, he adds, the canal is 
performing an important com- 
mercial service by stimulating 
American trade with the west coast 
jof South America and the Orient. 
ore than 25 per cent of 
tthe cargo handled through the 
canal since its opening was in 
transit between the United States 
land South America, and 14} per 
cent. was between the Atlantic 
loast of the United States and 
she Orient. 

During the year, 2,743 vessels 
passed through the canal, of which 
478 were commercial transits. 
‘olls and other revenues amounted 
to $8,935,871, while current. ex- 
penses of operation and mainten- 
lance totalled $5,548,272. The excess 
fof revenue this year reduced to 
2,231,001 the excess of operation 
ost and maintenance over revenue 
for the six years the canal has been 
in operation. 

At the rate of revenue this year 
jit is expected that by June 30, 
92, the collections for tolls and 
other canal revenue will excéed 
y $1,000,000 or more the total 
urrent expenses of operation and 
aintenance from the opening of 
the canal to that date.—Reuter. 

















































MEXICO’S OIL OUTPUT 
} DOUBLED 


Mexico City, Dee. 1. 

Figures showing that oil ship- 
ents from Mexico have doubled 
‘ince the first of the year have 
een published by the Department 
f Industry and Commerce, which 
cords October shipments of 17,- 
1,000 barrels as against 8,061,289 
arrels in January. 

These figures are striking in 
jew of the fact that in 1901 
fexico shipped 10,345 barrels and 
1910, 3,634,080 barrels. 
Shipments in 1919 totalled  87,- 
2,954 barrels and there is reason 
believe that this year’s  ship- 
ents will amount to more than 
125,000,000 barrels. 

Announcement was made recent- 
that United States petroleum 
lompanies have just paid the 
exican government more than 
000.000 pesos in taxes. 

:“El Universal” has estimated 
tt the petroleum industry in 
lexico represents a value of 
American = gold.— 
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SAFETY IN FLYING |INCREASED USE OF 





Another invention to secure 
greater safety in the landing of 
aeroplanes was lately announced 
in Paris, following within a few 
hours the publications of details 
as to the new Handley-Page  in- 
vention, which has a similar object. 
This device has been developed by 
Levasseur, the inventor of the 
once well-known Antoinette Mono- 
Plane, Robert Gastambide, and 
Mr. Latham, a cousin of the re- 
gretted Hubert Latham, and con- 
sists. of reducing the speed of the 
alighting aeroplane by varying the 
superficial area of the upper wing. 
Two sliding extensions of the 
wing are fitted, one in front and 
the other behind, so that when the 
pilot desires to reduce speed for 
landing they can be made to move 
outward in such a manner that 
the wing surface is increased from, 
say, 30 square metres to 50. 


The speed, it is claimed, is 
reduced by this device from, say, 
125 miles an hour to 38. Curiously 
enough, this is practically the same 
reduction as claimed for the new 
Handley-Page device, Trials of the 
new variable surface wings have 
been made at Etampes aerodrome 
by the French pilot Grandjean and 
are reported to have been regarded 
by experts present as in every way 
satisfactory. The ‘machine is to 
make an effort very shortly to win 
the standing prize of 100,000 francs 
offered here for the best device to 
secure safety in flying. 


BEER AND BAG PIPES 


Perpetual drought has settled on 
four wards in Glasgow, and a 
Scotch acquaintance of mine took 
to his bed at the news: So far he 
has refused all but liquid nourish- 
ment, (Mr. F. W. Thomas writes, 
in the ‘Daily News’), 

It was at his bedside last even- 
ing, while I was eating his por- 
ridge, that I composed the follow- 
ing Lament or Coronach, 


The Scotch you will notice, is a 
wee bit under proof, but it is the 
best I can do.. .. Pass the bag: 
pipes, please! 

Oh, Glasgae, Glasgae, what a fall, 

Whatever's happened to ye all 

Frae Dennistoun to Govan Hall? 

Tt gars me greet! 

\.uy did_ye vote at all at all 

For Pussyfeet. 


(Govan Hall is poetic off-licence. 
It should be Govan Hill. And “at 
all at all,” I believe, is Irish. But 
isn’t “gars me greet” splendid ?) 
No more ye'll drink the barley-bree, 
Or get a drappie in yer e’e. 
Ir spots ye’re going strict T.T. 
Woe to the North! 
No more ye'll lift yer glass to me 
An’ blaw the froth! 
No more I'll hear your saxpance bang, 
‘Or aiblins chant the dear ‘Auld 
Lang.” 


There’s not an honest mar amang 
The lot o' ye! 
Cathcart gone dry Then I'll go 
hany 





e. 
I'm shot 0” ye! 


(I rather like “aiblins,” don’t you? 
Perhaps I'll be able to work it in 





FUEL OIL IN SHIPS 





More Than Half of U. S. 
Ships Forsake Coal 


Nov. 24.—The strides which fuel oil 
has made were indicated before the 
Society of Naval Architects and 
Marine Engineers when Ernest H. 
Peabody, speaking upon the recent 
advance in oil burning, cited 
statistics to show that more than 
50 per cent of the American flag 
ships were relying upon oil instead 
of coal. Of 2,853 self-propelled 
ships under American registry on 
September 1, 1920, 1,260 were oil 
burners and 993 were coal burning 
vessels. 


Inasmuch as it is probable that 
one of the first nieces of ship legisla- 
tion which will be considered by: 
Congress at the next session is a bill 
to regulate the load line of Amer- 
ican shins, considerable interest 
was manifested in the paper which 
was read by David Arnott, Deputy 
Chief Surveyor of the American 
Rureau of Shipping. Inasmuch as 
Mr. Arnott assisted in the framing 
of the British load line measure, as 
adopted by the Board of Trade. he 
was in a position to give valuable 
data to the naval architects, He 
traced the development of this class 
of legislation from 1871 to the 
present date and remarked that, 
while the load line had been consi- 
dered in the United States as far 
back as 1874, it was somewhat 
singular that the United States 
did not regulate the foreboard of 
its merchant vessels. 

Dr. Peabody, in discussing the 
advances in fuel oil, stated “The 
present boiler and oil-burner 
practice in the merchant marino 
is following closely along the very 
conservative lines of previous 
custom, and the full value of the 
uso of fuel oil has not yet been 
approached. Owners and designers 
have been content with the many 
great savings and advantages of 
fuel without perhaps realizing all 
its possibilities in the line of in- 
creased capacity withont serious 
loss in economy.” —“New York 
Maritime Register.” 





again presently), 
Dear Bridge of Allan’s faithful yet, 
And Aberfeldy’s strong for ‘‘Wet.”” 
But, man! The railway fare! You bet 
I canna stick it. 
I really think I'll have.to get 
A season ticket. 
(Lovely names! Many and many 
a day have I and my friend tramp- 
ed the heather and braeg of 
Aberfeldy, shooting the haggis.) 
And brave auld Helensburgh, ye 
mind, 
Has left the Pussyfoot behind. 
In Montrose ye may still get blind, 
’ Tayport’s wet ! 
So there I'll gang. Maybe I'll find 
A hoes to let! 


On reading the above to my Scotch 
friend he immediately took to his 
bed twice more and _ burst into 
tears. But whether it was the 
sublime sentiments that upset him 
or the beautiul language he didn’t 
say. : 








a 
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MAIL NOTICES 


Next Mail In 
Per N.Y.K.S. Yokohama Maru Jan. 10 





Per 0.S.K.S. Manila Mara » i 
Per LTS. Pilma ... » 16 
Per OMS. Nile... au 
Per M.M.S. Armand Bebic ... , 19 
Per B.M.S. Empress of Russia ;, 29 
Por N.Y.K,S. Suws Mara... ,, 30 


Next Mail Oat 
For Marszrues, Lonpon, etc.— 


- Per M.M.S. André Lebon 
Per P. & 0. S. Plassy ... 
Per N.Y.K.8. Shidzouka Maru 
Per MMS. Paul Lecat ... ... 
Per N.Y.K.S. Kashima Mara 
Per P. & OS. Delta ... .. 
Per O.S.K.S. Himalaya Mara 








Per R.M.S. Monteagle 











Per B.M.S, Empress of A: Paar 
Per T.K.K.S. Tenyo Maru me ee 
Per GMS. Nanking oh we 18 
Per OMS. Nile... .. 3, 28 
Por R.M.S. Empress of Japan }, 29 
Per PMS. Venezuela... ... », 29 
Per N.Y.K.S. Kashima “Maru }) 30 
For Avstratia aNp New ZEALAND VIA 
Honexone :— 


Per O.N.S. Sinkiang «Jan. 13 
ee 


PASSENGERS 


INWARD. 


Per str. Paut Lecat, December 30. 
From Marseilies. Mrs. and Miss Ried- 
Kinger, Mrs. Park and 2 children, Mr. 
and Mrs. Sisterno, Mr. J. B, Reeves, 
Mr. and Mrs, Fredet, Miss Fredet, Mrs, 
Vermoz, Mr. Malcolm, Mr. Long, Mr. 

. and Mrs.” Hoyour, Mr, and Mrs, Pou 
lain, Mr, and Mrs, Jewet ard 4 child. 
ren, Mr. and Mrs. Véroudait, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jewet, Mrs, Kuntz, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hoffmann and 2 children, Mr, and Mrs. 
Darre, Mr. A. do Linde, Mr. and Mrs. 
Chatagnon, Mr. Gayot, | Mr. Grenier, 
‘Mr, Mapelli, do’ Hees, Mrs. Van 
der Stegen and child, Mr. Duval, Mrs. 
Barraud and child, Mr, and’ Mrs. 
Lesquer, Mr. G. L. ’ Stellingwerf, Mr. 
P. ©. Stellingwerf, Mr. and Mrs, de la 
Prade and 4 children, Mr, and Mrs. 
Charrey and 3 children, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charlot and 3 children, Mr. Galian, Mr. 
Brochet, Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Heal, Miss 
Protier, Mr. and Mrs, Brun, Mrs, Bristow 
and child, Miss Janson, ‘Mr. Hager, 
Mr, and Mrs. J. Anderson, Mr, and 
Miss Alexarder, Master Reyuaud, Pére 
Grégoire, Mrs. Rosemberg, Pare Chardiy, 
Pére St.’ Martin, Mrs. Halwanter, Mr. 
J. B. Pearse, Mr. Bailey, Mrs. Beye, 
Mr. and Mrs. Royere and 2 children, 
Mr. Beguino San Lius, Mr., Mrs. and 
Miss Spiegler and 2 children. From 
Singapore. Mr. and Mrs, Buckley, Mr. 
and Mrs. MacBain, Mrs. Oenisky,’ Mr., 
‘Mrs, and Mss Bergstrom and Miss de 
Suede. From Saigon, Mr.  Bouleau. 
From Hongkong. Mr. G. S. Gubbay, 
Mr. and Mra, Heckling, Mr. Duboreg, Mr. 
E. Perrim, Miss Duke, Mr. E. Perrin, 
Mr. ©. Happer. 

Per str. Klangteen, December 
From Ningpo. Mr. Ironside. 

Per str. Tatung, December 30. From 











Mrs. 0. G. 
Hop, Misses M. Malone and J. M. Robb 


Hankow. Mrs. J. Boble, 


and Mr. J. W. B. Jardine. 
“Per att, Hila Peking, December 31. 
Frem Ningpo. Moers. E. Evans, J. W. 
©. Davideor, Millican, P. Kienes, Misses 
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Mi 
and Irving. 

Per str, Kingsing, December 31. 
Tieatsin, Mrs. A. S. Greig. 
Chefoo. Mrs, Travers. 

Per str, Yingchow, December 31. From 
Tsingtao, Miss L.’ Popol and Mr. 
Ritthasen. : 

Per str. Kiangteen, January 1. Prom 
Nimgpo. Mr. Prince, Miss Dickie, 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Maingon. 

Per str. Poyang, January 1. From 
erga Mr. and Mrs, Nixon, Mrs. 


From 
From 


Per str. Kiangyung, January 1, From 
Hankow. Mrs. ly and’ child, 
Miss Kocher, Mr. and Mes, Kocher. 

Per str, Nanking, January 1, From 
San Francisco. Mr. and Mrs. F, W. 
Barff, Mr. Wm. Batchelor, Mr. and 
Mrs. Norton Bell, Mrs, Sarah Bernard, 
Mr. Louis Breiter, Mr. Jean Henri 
Burkardt, Mrs, L, B, Burton, Dr. 
Samuel "W. | Burton, Capt. Wm. 
Carmichael, Mrs. Hariett Carmichael, 
Master S. Cecil Carmichael, Mr. W. G. 
Calder, Miss Lillian De Soto, Mrs, E. M. 
Dunning, Mr. G. RB. Fennel, Dr. Emma 
E. Fleming, Mr. G. Frankland, — Miss 
Florence Gable, Mr. and Mrs.’ ©. H. 
Gerald and child, Mr, Floyd S. Green, 
Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Green, Mr. and 

B. F. Gregory and ‘child, Mrs. 
Nelson Harness, Mr. A. J. Harwood, 
Mrs, A. O. Hass, Mr, and Mrs. 0. M. 
Howard and child, Miss Fannie 
Jacobs, Mr, W. R. ‘Johnson, Mr. and 
Mrs. G. H. Kaestlin, Mrs. J, K. Kidder, 
Mrs. Chas, Laval, Capt. ang Mrs. 
0. E. Lauderdale, — Miss Margaret 
Lauderdale, Mrs, Mabel A. Lindsay, 
Miss Alaris Lindsay, Mr. and Mrs, 8. 
H. Lindt, Master Charles Lindt, Mr. 
Ed. L. Luebbert, Mr. 8. S.  Marshail, 
Mr. Wallace R. Mattox, Miss Luverne 
A. Mattox, Rev. and Mrs. Robert A, 
Mitchell, Mr. and Mrs, E. A. 
Moon and child, Mr, J. P. Ner- 
gaard, Mr, J. B. Omohundro, Sister 
Mary Ortu, Mr. T. W. Overlach, Mrs. 
H. “Palmer, Mr. G. BR. Patterson, 
Mr. £E. ©. Pinkham and  ghild, 
Miss Elizabeth Pollock, Mr. — ard 
Mrs. John S, Read, Miss Carmelita Read, 
Mr. Ira S. Roberts, Mr. E. J. Robyrs, 
Mr. H. Schenhant, Mr. G. W. Seymore, 
Mr. J. P. Shippert, Miss Gladys Steele, 
Mrs. Juliet I. Thomas, Miss N. Timmons, 
Rev. and Mrs. A. ©. S. Trivett, Miss G. 
E. Trivett, Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Turn- 
bull, Master Robert Turnbull, Master 
w. A. Turnbull, Miss Elizabeth 
Vandertill, Sister Mary Wallburge, Mr. 
Joe Welch, Miss Helen Whitcomb, 
Master Lorenz Wiens, Miss Susie Wiens, 
Mrs. E. B. Wilson, Mr. and Mra. K. 
Zylstra, 

Per str. Luenho, January 1, 
Hankow. Mr. J. Cannen. “From Nan- 
king. Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Donaldson, 
Mrs. E. and Mr. J. Foy, Mr. I. Krauss. 

Per R.M.S, Empress of Asia, January 
2. From Vancouver, etc. Mr. J. W. 
Andrews, Mr. and Mrs. G. E. Beeke, 
Mr, H. W. Birds, Mr. and Mrs. M. W. 
Bruce and 2 children, Mr. and Mrs. R. 
W. Burton and infant, Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Campbell, Mr. R. I. Carter, Mr. SH. 
Charlton, Mr. J. H. Clark, Mr. J. 
Cappage, Mr. and Mrs. BE. J, Corn 
Mr. A. Cortum, Mr. and) Mra. H. 
Chappla, Mr. and Mrs. A. G, De 
Sherbinin, Mr. I. E. De Sherbinin, Miss 
A. E. Donald, Mr, D. G. Donald, Mrs. 
R. E. DeLay, Mr. A. David, Mr. E. 
David, Mrs, K. M. and Master Fleet, 
Mr, E. Essig, Mr. and Mrs. J. B 
Etherington, Mr. and Mrs. A. E. and 
Miss Fitzsimmons, Miss A. L. French, 
Mr. and Mrs. S. M. Gordon and child, 
Mr. &. J. Grace, Mr, R. G. Grierson, 
Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Hazzard and 2 
children, Mr. and Mrs. L. E. Herlirger, 
Miss D. Hodgson, Mrs. J. Hogg, Mr. 
and Mrs. 0. 0. nsen, Mr. D. B. Hahn, 









From 















Mr. J. T. Hardiman, Mr. M. Ikonnikoff, 
Mr. D, Jephson, Mrs. 8. H. and Master 


ica, Mather, Speiden, Cressy, Pillet | 
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Kan, Mr. Sam Keo, Mr. B. jiac, 
Jr., Miss Anna Kung, Mr. J. A, 
Miss E. Kallberg, Mr, E. Labansat, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. P. Laynse, Mr. and ' Mrs, 
M. L. Lee and 3 children, Mr. @! 
Lananoff, Miss E. Lyon, Mr, F, C! 
McLean, Mr. and Mrs. Melville and“ 
children, Miss M. S. Mitchell, Mr. ac] 
‘Mrs. H. K. Murphy, Mr. A. N. Misura 
Mr. M. Namoff, Mr. W, Nageli, Mr] 
and Mrs, Osterlin and 3 children, Mr 
J. G. Paisley, Mr. and Mrs, A. E 
Pearson, Mr. and Mra, A. B. Peacock 
Mr, A. J. Pedersor., is a 
Mr. W. W. G. Ross, Mr. and Mra. Rf 
M. Ross, Mr. J. Rutkevich, Mr, Sauer} 
Mr. ©. W. Simor, Miss A, D. Simon, Mre} 
V. J, and Master Sleap, Mr, and ” Mrs 
A. E. and Master Sleap, Mr. and Mre 
E. and Miss Shellic, Miss 0. Thompson} 
Mr. and Mrs. A. W. Taylor, Mr. anf 
Mrs. G. G. Telberg and 2 children| 
Mr. L. Wigham, Mr. A, Walham, Mrs| 
R. Block and child, Mrs. A. and Mis! 
V. Fourmanerte, ‘Mr. A. 
Mr. and Mrs, H. 
y J. McLaurin, Ww. R 
Mowll, Miss M. Pressegh, Mrs. D, | 
Prout, Mr. W. E. Shindler, Mr. J. 1] 
Shrive, Miss L. E. H. Stroud, Mr. 
Zecha. 

Per str. Hsin Peking, January 2, F: 
Ningpo. Mr. and Mrs. J. W, Golding] 
Mr. A. L. Dickson, Miss Elwin Rev, 

nou, 

Per str. -Luenyi, January 2, Fro, 
Hankow, Mrs. Sunbal. f 

Per str, Sunning, January 3, Fro’ 
Hongkong. Mr. H. Holgate, Mr. W. 
Clark, Mr. S. Hone, Mrs. Cheale and 
children, Mrs. Simpson ang child, 

Per str, Siberia Maru, 
From Hongkong, Mr. T, A. Cavalhi 
Mr, A, M. Hadden, Mr, and Mrs. N. ( 
Maitland and child, Misg 
Mr. Y. Yoreyama, Mr. S, 
©. Young, Mr. J.’ Ryan, 
Mr. J. Izume, Mr. K. ‘Kagami, Mr, 
Rawlins, Mr. J. Dulton, Mr, 
J. E, Beard and daughter, 
Davis, Mr. A. H, Baker, Mr, E, 
Tate, Mr. J. E. Whittingham, 

Per str, Kiangteen, January 4, 
Ningpo. Mr. Wallace, Mrs,  Bleakei 
Mrs. Menwents, Miss Belada, 

Per str. Kutwo, January 5, Fro’ 


S 








Hankow, Mr. V. H. Dent. 

Per str. Hsin Peking, ‘January | 
From Ningpo. Rev. Fr. Nuguet, Mi 
Boyer, Mr. Tonomura, Mr, Suyuki, 

Per’ str. Tajima Marz, January 
From Yokohama, Capt. ' E. 

Mr. Thos, O'Neill, Mr. W. O'Neill, Mil 
E,. Platter, 
Per str. Katort Mara, January: 


From Seattle. Mr. W. F. Indley, 
P. G. Eastwick, Dr. ©. Wang, 
Jane §. Fair, Mr. A, S. Wheer, M 
F. Kuhlig, Miss P. Clark. Miss L. J. 
Tilaka, Rev, A. Cneva, Miss B, Graha: 
Mr. and Mrs. E. D, Burrows. 

Per str. Kasuga Maru, January 
From Japan, Mrs. A. Robinson, Mi 
P. Guedes, Mr. F. R. Heinick, Mr. ¢ 
V. Kornor, Mrs. V. Kornor, Mr. H. | 
Irvin, Mrs. V. Stahegeff, Mr. Stangai! 
Mrs. Stangard. 

Per str. Ngankin, January 6, 
Hankow, Mr. R. Lo 


nuche. 
Per str, Tuckwo, January 6, 


a 


Fre} 


F 
Nanking. Mr. P. ©. Mansfield. 
Per str. Kiangteen, January 6. Pr 
Ningpo. Mr. Backhouse, Miss Bac 
house. 


Per str, Kwangping, January 6, F: 
Weihaiwel. Mr. Wilkizson, Mr. Lar] 
ley Smith, Mr. Gregson, and Miss M. 

er. 

OUTWARD 4 

Per str. Amazone, December 30.—T. 
Marsellfes.—Mrs._ Rodionoff, Dr. }/ 
Beck, Mr. A. Cikaz, Mr, and Mrs)! 
Perrin and 2 children, Mr. S, Bronil 
ski, Mrs, R. Bronikowske, Mrs. Deh 









and child, Mr. and Mrs. Brayere, 
A, Lemercier, Mr. Rinj Jean, Mr. 
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Messrs, baat 


Soldiers. For Port Said.—Mr. Breck. 
For Singapore.—Miss Grace Rand, Mr. 
A. Ekman, Mr. E. V. Pollard, Mr. E. 
Johana, For .—Capt. Fry, Mas. 
Achille Blondeau, Mrs. Martin, Messrs. 
Vessat, Cormier, Breton, G. 
Prugnaud, C. ‘Picquenct and M. 
Kilionowsky. For Hongkong—Mrs, R. 
Loggey, Mr. Eric J. Mentz and Mr. J. 
§._ Howard. 

Per str. Woosung, December 29.—For 
Nanking and Hankow.—Mr. L. K. Hall. 
For Hankow.—Mr. and Mrs. Wyatt 
Smith and 3 children, Miss Sexton, Rev. 
and Mrs, ©. A. Rochedieu, Miss J. 
Leslie, Mr. and Mrs. W. Wright. 

Per str, Koonshing, December 29.— 
For Hongkong—Mr. D. B. Ritcl 

Per str, Kian, December 30.—For 
Nankow.—Misses ‘Brotherhood, MaoGill, 
‘Wilson, Mr. Freden, Miss Freden ard 
Mrs, S. M. Freden, 

Per str. Sekisng, December 30.—For 
Hongkong.—Mr, L. O. Wagner. 

Per str. Loongwo, December 31.—For 
Hankow—Mr. and Mrs. Sisterone, Mesers. 
Brochet, K. E, Allen, E. Black, H. 
Hoodnett, Reeves, Miss Nourse, | Mrs. 
Hobart, 

Per str. Tatung, I'ecember 31. ier 
Hankow—Mr. D. A. Malcolm, Mr. 

L. Crowe, Rev. and Mrs. Ouley and ws 
children. 

Per str, Loongwo, December 31,—For 
Hankow.—Messrs. Mapfeli, W.  E. 
Smith, G. D, Stokes, 0. W. E. Corbett, 
P. 0,’ Gilmore, K, EB. Allen, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hoffman. 

Per str. Tatung, December 31,—For 
Hankow.—Messrs. D. A. Malcolm and 
W. L. Crowe, Rev. ar? Mrs, Ouley and 














2 children. 

Per str, Yingchow, January 1,—For 
Swatow._-Mr. J. ©. Hamilton. For 
Hongkong.—Mesers. 0, Anderson and 


J. King. 
Per str, Tungchow, January 1.—For 
Hongkong.—Mr. Summerfield, Mr. J. 
Aebischer, Col. J. Dodge and Mr. A. S. 
Vernay. 
Per str. Chenan, 
Teingtao—Miss Popoff. 





January 1,—For 





Per str. Luenho, January 3,—For 
Hankow—Messrs, J.’ Beith, P. Baker 
and D. Lees. 

Per str. Kiangwah, January 3.—For 
Hankow—Mr. Tuckman. 

Per str. Siberia Maru, January 3.— 
For Kobe—Mr. and Mrs, V. EB. Scott, 
Mr. H. H, Jagelman, Miss Oliveira. 
For Yokohama—Miss| E, M. Howitt. 


For San Francisco—Mr. A. M. Allemao, 
Mr. and Mrs. A, P. Berry, Miss 0, L. 
Campbell, Mrs. Simeon Ford, Mr, and 
Mrs, Fred, Morgan, Mr. H. E. Pickett, 
Mr. »- < Mrs, Pleschkoff ard child, Mr. 
B, & alze, Mr. and Mrs, 0, Semchesky, 
Capt.in G. Synnerberg, Mr. and_ Mrs. 


E. Williams and child, Mrs. H 
Winsborough. 
Per str. Poyang, January 3.—For 


Hankow—Rev. ard Mrs. R. W. Mitchell, 
Misa Arndt, Mrs, P. Fowler and_child, 
Miss N. S. Mitchell, Mr. P. Fowler, 
Mr. W. B. Christian. 

Per str. Suiwo, January 4.—For Han. 
kow—Rev, and Mrs. A. C. S. Trivett, 
Mr. E. J. Scott. 

Per stv. Pengtien, January 4.—For 
Hongkong—Mr. Henderson. 

Per str, Luenyi, January 4.—For 
Hankow—Mr. ard Mrs. Osterlin and 2 
children, Miss Kallberg, Mr. and Mra. 
Vander Stegen and_ child. 

Per str. Katori Maru, 
For Japan—Mr. F, F. Bowe, Mrs. N. 
R. Bontor, Mr. and Mrs. V. D. 
Stauvasetsky, Mr. Stauvasetsky, de, Mr. 
\ Phillippoff, Miss Stauvasetsky, 

* W. Olark, Mrs. J. E ‘Denaleon ME 
T. Arthur, Mr. Jack Gaberman. 

Per str. Ghekiang, January 5.—For 

Hongkong —Mr. “W. Stoker, Mr. ©. 


January 5.— 
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Per str. Ichang, 
Chefoo—Rev, Father Chardin, two 
Franscisan Sisters. 

Per str. Kutwo, January 6.—For 
Kiukiang—Mx. J.B. Nergaard. For 
Hankow,—Mr. ©. Tod and Miss J. 
manger. 

Per str. Hsin Peking, January 5 
For Ningpo—Mr, M. Olivier, Mr, M. 
Lesueur. Mr. 

See are tungsbing, January 5.—For 
Tsingtao—Sisters Honorata and Maria 
Etheldradis. 

Per str. Kutwo, January 6.—For 
Hankow—Messrs. Reynell and M. True- 


January 5.—For 


man. 
Per str. Sunning, January 6.—For 
Hongkong—Mrs. R. Turobull, Mrs. 


MacGillivrey and child, Mre, Macfarlane, 
Miss Macfarlane, Mr. ‘Bannister, Mr. 0. 
‘Andersen, Mr. | Collier Cobb. 

Per str. Tuckwo, January 7.—For 
Kinklang—Mr, Juan, For Hankon 
Dr. Z. T. K. Woo, Mr. and Mrs. G. H. 
Green. 





—————————————— 
BIRTHS 


GILLINGHAM.—On January 2, 
1921, at the Internationa) Hos- 
pital, Hankow, to Mr, and Mrs, 
A. HL Gillingham, ‘@ son, 

HAYIM.—To Mr. and Mrs. Ellis 
Hayim, on Thursday, Decem- 
ber 30, 1920, at No. 186 Bub- 
bling Well Road, a son, 

LILLEY.—On December 26, 1920, 
at Wuhu, to Mr. and Mrs. F. 
Ww. Lilley. a)son, Frank Walder 
Lilley, Jr. 





MARRIAGES 


REID—FREEBAIRN. —On_ Jan. 
uary 4, 1921, at The Holy Trinity 
Cathedral, Shanghai, by the 
Rev, Dean ©, J. F, Symons, 
John Findlay, eldest son of the 
Jate Mr. and Mrs. John Reid, 
Portsoy, Scotland, to Jean Reid 
second daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs, John Freebairn, Kilsyth, 
Scotland. 

ROTH — DVORANSHEKOVA.—On 
December 28, 1920, at the 
United States  Consulate- 
General, Shanghai, Louis F. 
Roth, to Helena E. Dvoran- 
shekova, 


DEATHS 


ALLAN.—On December 31, 1920, at 
her residence, Kearny, N.J., 
U.S.A., Mary Allan, wife of the 
late James Allan’ of Kearny, 
NJ., and mother of Mrs. 
Bernard Firth of Shanghai. By 
cable. 

FETHERSTONHAUGH.—On Jan- 
uary 4, 1921, at the Victoria 
Nursing Home, Shanghai. Ernest 
Cuthbert Fetherstonhaugh, age 
29 years, the beloved husband 
of Marusya Fetherstonhaugh. 

HOWIE.—Robert Howie, aged 81, 
at The Grand Hotel, Yoko. 
hama, by cable (Hongkong 
papers please copy). 

JACKSON.—On January 1, 1921, 
at 3.50 am, at No. 60 
Route de Say Zoong, Shang- 
hai, Rosalie Adelaide, the be- 
loved wife of Wm. . Sanford 
Jackson. 

MORGAN.—On December 31, 1920, 
at the General Hospital, Shang- 
hai, William S. Morgan, aged 57 
years. Funeral took place on 





January 2, 1921, at Bubbling 
Well Cemetery, "at 2.30 p.m, 
Hongkong papers please copy. 

PRITCHARD.—On Wednesday, De- 
cember 29, Harry Pritchard, 
aged 63 years. 

TAYLOR.—On January 5, 1921, at 
the General Hospital, Shang- 
hai, after a short illness, Alice 
Maud Taylor, of Marrickville, 
Sydney, New South Wales, 
youngest daughter of the late 
Henry and Mary Taylor, aged 
34 years. 

VOSS. On January 5, 1921, at his 
home, No. 41 North Honan 
Road Extension, Shanghai, 
Karl K. Voss, aged 52 years. 

WADDILOVE.—At Vancouver, of 
typhoid fever, William James, 
only son of ‘the late Capiain 
Wm. Waddilove, in his 36th 


year. 

WATSON.—On December 30, 1920, 
at the General Hospital, Shang- 
hai, Percy Arthur Watson of 
Dunedin, New Zealand, and 
late second officer s.8, ‘ Wol- 
lowra.”” 


LOOK FOR THE FAMOUS 


B.S.A. TRADE MARK, IT 
APPEARS ON ALL GENUINE 


BSA 


BICYCLES 
Manufactured by 
B.S.A. CYCLES LTD., 
Prop: The Birmingham Small Avms Go. Ltd, 
BIRMINGHAM - ENGLAND. 
Makers of the famous 
B.S.A. Motor Bicycles 


FOR SOLO & SIDECAR. 





A RECORD OF EXCHANGE, 








A Complete Record of Bar Silver 
and Exchange Quotations for the 
last 28 years. 





“This little book will be found 
very useful by merchants and by 
everyone interested in the trade of 
China, and particularly by bankers, 
who will find information here at a 
glance, ete.”—From Preface by Mr. 
A, G. Stephen, 


86 pages. Mex. $2.00 


North-China Daily News Office 
Kelly & Walsh, Ltd, 

Brewer & Co. 

Chinese-American Publishing Ce. 








Reproduced with permission of the copyright 





TJanvaky 8,.1921. 
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SICAWEI METEOROLOGICAL REPORT lc Oe 
j Hygrometer | Thermometer There's a Sure Way 
Barometer. Wind. : Shade’ | Weaths 
ty ue am. in Shade | Weather 
ey of — condition |€0 Lasting Relief 
oy 9 | Attached | Direction Force’ Wet | Max. | Min. 
Aat, | ‘Therm, | am. (1-12) Dry | We ‘ IN CASE OF Ecrema, Blotches, © 
Pimples, Boils, Ernptions, Bad | 
30.43] 58.0 xe | 1 [498] 473 | 550 | 428 | o, Lege, Abscesses, Ulcers, Piles, 
30.28] 53.0 ese {| 1 | 618 | 6"1 | 578 | 484 | o, Glandular Swellings, | Rheu- 
80.52) 49.7 wxw | 2 | 378 | 387 °. j matism, Gout, you should realise 
30,80 468 NW | 2 308 | 29.3 | 383 | 28.0 o. that lotions, ointments, ete, can 
30,67 46.2 NW 2 29.7 | 28.3 | 32.9 | 28.4 oO Wak » * 
30.61| 45.8 wuw | 1 | 349 | 326 | 368 | 288 | o. only give temporary beneit—to be 
30,63 444 NNW 1 $1.3 | 28.9 294 o. sure of complete and lasting relief 
| 





——— 
B—bluesky D—drizzle H—hsil R—rain T—thunder 


M—nisty (hazy) 
©—clonds F—fog  L~lightning - O—overcast (dull) S—snow Z—calm 








SHANGHAI THERMOMETER READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
In the open air in a shaded situation in the Foreign Settlement 








‘Thermometer (Fahr,) Rainfall 

Date Minimum Maximum Inches 
1920 1919 1920 1919 1920 1919 
De. 81 44.0 22.2 62.6 39.5 O11 Nil. 
1921 1920 1921 1920 192) 1920 
Jon, 1 43.0 32.0 58.0 42.5 0.03 Nil. 
A 2 31.0 27.8 44.0 412 0.33 (Snow) Nil. 
a 3 28,4 284 36.0 42.9 032 (Snow) Nil. 
¥ 4 29.8 23,8 33.2 38.6 Trace. (Snow) Nil. 
4 5 31.4 21,0 36.0 416 0.07 Nil. 
6 30.8 26.4 34.0 41.8 Nil. Nil, 




















you MUST thoroughly cleanse the 
biood of the poisonous waste matter, 
the one cause of all such troubles— 
Clarke's Blood Mixture contains 
ingredients which quickly overcome 
and expel the impurities, that's why 
so many lasting cures stand to its 
credit. Pleasant to take and free from 
anything 
injurious. 


_ SRverybedy's 
Blood Purifier, 














STOCK-TAKING 


JANUARY, 1921 


SALE 


‘ 20% Reduction for Cash on 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS and es 
GENERAL LITERATURE 


This is the one time in a year for reduced prices on this 
20% for Cash 


material. 10% on orders placed now. 








EDWARD EVANS & SONS, LTD. 


30 NORTH SZECHUEN ROAD 


SHANGHAI 
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